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2 BIRTHS. 

On 16th March, at Tyouping, Siantung, the 
wife of A. E. G@rzrnine (E.B.M.), a daughter. 

On 21st March, at Pootuny, the wife of J. D. 
Strane, of a daughter. 

MARRIAGES, 

On 8rd March, at Nagasaki, Captain W.: E. 
Passnons, of the Douglas 8. S. Co, of Hongkong, 
to Nera Aanes Banas. 

On 26th March, at St. John’s Cathedral, Fong- 
kong, by the Rev. F. T. Johnson, M.A., Nata- 
anizt Feranois Miture, of the Inspectorate 
General of Customs, Shanghai, to Saran CHAR- 
torts Hoaptey, of Kilburn, London. 

DEATHS. 

On 15th March, on board the s.s. Korea, JAMES 
Heney Sucmonps, Lower Yangtze Pilot, buried 
at sea, aged 38 years. 

On 20th March, at Shanghai, Exnest Scumipr, 
aged 82 years. ° 

Ou 22nd March, at Ningpo, Tuomas CraupE 
RoseEertson, son of the Rey. and Mrs. T. Goop- 
CHILD, aged 5{ nionths. 

On 22nd March, on board the sa. Kingsing, 
travelling from Tientain to Shanghai, VitHeLM 
Hencxzt, born in Copenhagen, aged 21 years. 

On 23rd March, at Shanghai, Winston Lrs.iz 


Sassoon, econ of Mr. and Mrz. Sassoon BreNnsan Iw, |. 


aged 11 months. : 
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ARRIVAL OF MAILS. 


ail of 28th I ebrnary arrived 
Kitil Friedrich,.on Tuesday 


The German 
per the ss. Pri 


‘the 28th March; and the French Mail of 3rd 


Marck arrived, per the 83. Armand Behte, to-day. 
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It is reported in the North that the Japaness. 
have shot as a spy a foreigner travelling be- 


Fifty-nine books were registered at Hong- | tween Shinmintun and Moukden. 


kong during 1904, as compared with 84 in 1903. 


The Timea of Ceylon reports the! a syndicate 
has been formed in London to lease the Ceylon 
Pearl Fishery for a series of years. 

An important military reform is taking 
place in China. It is reported that the Im- 
perial forces are to be styled Lu Chun instead 
of Chang Pei. 

A Chinese clerk from Mr. D. Macdonald’s 
office has been sentenced to six months’ hard 
labour for stealing $647 from- Mr. C. E. A. 
Hance’s desk. 

Staff-surgeon Bishop of H.M.8. Iphigenia 
has identified Malta fever as endemic in 
Shanghai. Jt is described as a low malarial- 
typhoidal fever. : 


The China Flour Mill Co. Ld. (Shanghai), 
has paid a dividend of ten per cent for the year 
1904. The credit balance of Profit and Loss 
account was Tis. 43,393.13. 


The Tientsin Lawn Tennis Club, finding 
itself with a balance in hand of over $500, 
talked of reducing its subscription of three 
dollars a month. The Committee was asked to 
consider it. 


The a4. Nigretia, re-named the Ulsan-maru, 
will be kept for the Government service. The 
70,000 cases of kerosine, which constituted the 
cargo, were purchased from the Government by 
the Mitsui Bussan Kaisha 

Sheng Heuan-hui, (Sheng Tajen) is trying 
to buy up mineral lands near the Peking 
Syndicate’s Concession, vot with any intention 
of working them, but presumably to forestall 
apy possible purchase by the syndicate. 


Two vases 5 feet high and a plate 3 fect in 
diameter, to cost Tls. 5,000 have been specially 
ordered by the Empress Dowager as presents 
to the Courts of England, America and Japan, 
together with fox furs, pearls etc., as a token of 
esteem. 

The Korea Daily News says :—We note that 
the Governor of Seoul, in the course of some 
corres“ondence regarding the transfer of land 
to foreigners alleges that, owing to the lack of 
definite boundaries, foreigners frequently take 
in more ground than they are entitled to. 

The Hunghutzes are said to have caught two 
Russians early this month, to have killed and 
shockingly mutilated them. It should be the 
duty of the European Powers to see that these 
ban-lits are exterminated. Such conduct passed 
without comment or action has its effects for the 


fature. ; 

H.B.H. Friedrich Leopold, Prince of Prussia, 
on board the 38, Prins Kitel Friedrich, on 28th 
March, left Hongkong for the north is on his 
Taku way to and Peking, and then to Man- 
churia to accompany the Russian forces. He 
was accompanied by Major von Hofmann, Major 
von Ralhenow Dr. Kellner and two lieutenants. 
At Hongkong he called on Sir Matthew 
Nathan, K.C.M.G. 

The Manager of the Mercantile Bank of 
India, Limited, has received 6 telegram from 
the London Office to the effect that at the 
forthcoming yearly meeting the Directors will 
recommend a dividend at the rate of 5 per cent. 
per annum on the “A” shares, 5 per cent. per 
annum on the “3B,” both free of Income tax; 
that £30,000 be placed to Reserve; and that 
£15,100 be carried forward. 


At the next Ordinary General Moeting of 
Shareholders of the’ Yangtsze Insurance 
Association, Ld., to be held on the llth of 
April next, the l:irectors will recommend the 
payment of a dividend to shareholders of 20 
per cent=$12 per sh re out of the balance at 
credit of 1903 account, alxo a special dividend 
of 5 par cent=-§$3 per share, out of interest ao- 
count for 1904, and the transfer of $50,! 00 to 
credit of Reserve Fund, bringing the fand up 
to $750,100. > 


Writing of Shanghai's decision to give votes 
to volunteers and firemeo, the Trentsin Times 
says “the measure waay also pr-ve of value to 
the Council! and public at Jarge, as it stends to- 
reason no monopoly of sound judgment and 
common-sense is enjnyed by the men sufficiently 
well--ff {o ba land owners and renters, and the 
community has a right. to the benefit of astute 
brains whether they belong to poor or rich.” 
It seews ‘o us that this argument is capable of 


considerable extensiou. 


The Chartered Bank of India, Australia 
and China on Mar. 30 received the following 
telegram frem the Head Office in London:— 
“ At the appreaching meeting of shareholders, 


‘the Directors will recommend a dividend for 


the past half year ar Il cent. per annum, 
free of Income Tax; that £75,000 be 

Reserve, which will then stand at £875,090, 
that £80,000 be carried forward as undivided 
profit, and that a Bonus of 15 per cent be paid. 


to the staff of the Bank.” 


The Volunteers have decided to form a Rifle 
Club. Sixty-five names have already teen sent 
in and an addi‘ional thirty or forty are 
expected to be forthcoming. The Tai-Hang 
range will be available for the Club 
daily, excepting Sundays, when it will be 
reserved for the usual Voluntear shooting. 
The annual subscription was fixed at $3, payable 
in advance. Major Pritchard has been elected 
President, Lieutenant Northcote, honorary 
secretary and treasurer, and Sergeant Pennisg 
and Gunner Hayton on the Committee. 


: Captain M. Jorgensen, of the Norwegian 
s.s. Resolute, charged seven Russian Finns 
with refusing to proceed to Sasebo, Japan, 
with a cargo of eral. The men had signed on 
for three months to go to Hongkong and 
farther. The men being persistent were sen- 
tenced to three months’ imprisonment. ‘I he 
defendants then asked to be allowed to go back 
to their ship, aud His Worship assented. 
Caplain Olaf Jobhannesen, of the No:wegian 
8.8. Kanarven, brought a similar charge against 
sixteen of his crew, mostly Spaniards. In this 
case the men preferred two months’ imprison- 
ment to proceeding in the ship. 

It is the intention of the Telephone 
Company to extend their service to the whole 
of the Kowloon Peni ,and so Exchange 
will be opaned in Kowloon on July Ist 
next, with free intercommunication between 
the two areas, Hongkong aod Kowloon. 
This will be very welcome intelligence to 
business men on each side of the harbour. 
We believe the firms already established in 
Kowloon are sufficiently numerous to proce that 
the contemplated extension of the telephone 
service will not only be a great public con- 


' venience, but an CE remunerative to 


the Company from the 
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TOLSTOY AND LAND. 
i 


—————__ ——_ 


es Presa, 25th March.) 
Give 


man a big name, and hang upon 

his words oa if they were uniformly 
oracular.| So might we paraphrase the 
dog-hanging adage, after trying to digest 
the “manifesto to the world’’ which the 
Standard|tella us that crazy old dreamer, 
Leo Tousroy, is about to issue, His 
ad vice his downtrodden computriats, 
not to redort to violent methods of redress- 
ing their| grievances, is theoretically good, 
and may |be approved, although it did not 
seem to be heeded by those it was meant to 
edify. His platitudes about the need of a 
spread of education are sound in the same 
conventional way, and will receive conven- 
tional approval ; and there is no need here 
to re-open the ‘philosophic doubt” 
thereaneyt which was shured by Hurpezt, 
Sranctal It is particularly with regard 
to ToisToy’s dementations as to the owner- 
ship of land that the following comments 
He advises the workmen of 


it, he advises them to desist from 

“the iniquity of landed pro- 

perty . |. . by working the lands owned 
y landlords, or sven by renting them.” 
Thia advice, palathble to an Irish Fenian, 
and perbaps applauded by those who are 
to hail fads with unthinking 


aocustom 
ctu, should startle even the most 


loyal Tolstoyists into sanity. When thry 
have got thig free land, they must not, he 
tells them, regard it as their private pro- 
perty. ‘‘{[t is not necessary to recognise the 
rights of #uybedy in landed property, even 
if it consist of only one square yard.” 
Land, hejadds, must be recognised as the 
common |property cf all men, like the 
warinth jof the sun and the air. What 
aparchy,|; and what nonsense! NorDaAu 
describes} Totstory as a ‘‘ mystical de- 
generate,!’ meaning that he is a mentally 
unbalanced dreamer. Even M. de Voocté 
an ardent udmirer of Totsroy, speaks of his 
“troubled, vacillating mind, steeped in the 
mists of Nihilixm,” that occasionally plunges 
him “into the abyss of philosophical contradic- 
tions,” which is anuther way of saying that 
Toxstoy}| lus a great intellect, but lacks 
the faculty of attention. Toustoy’s philo- 
sophy ig a compound of Buddhism and 
vesaeniee “the individual is nothing ; 
the species is everything.” A good many 
of his admirers like “to profess the same 
thing ; itisounds noble ; but precious few of 
them dream of putting it into practice. 
Kven Totstoy, in bis retirement, bas not 
shown the self-abueyation that he preaches 
to the Hussian peasant, Surely the most 
bigotted pf religious people will disbelieve 
him!whet he says that “ people are badly 
off duly because they live badly” (ce. im- 
morally)} for they know that its cvrollary 
- people are always well off who live well’’ 
is not ate in fact.: That truth of experience 
ig td them a divine mystery, aud one of the 
noblest and incest poetic expressions «f it 
may| be |found in the book of Jozs. To 
ToxsToy| the honest fellow who lives and 


loves and laughs beneath the sun, asking 
no | que ious, thanking and blaming 
Nobody, content like those peaple of whom 
Watt Wurrman uttered his only one great 
thought: 
«They |do not swe tand whine atout their 
© ndition ; 
They dd nt lie awake in the dark and weep for 
: thet sins. 


Not on 
wh 


is respectable or unhappy over the 
earth 


” 
< 
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—such a man, to Toxstoy, is “ living 
badly.” This, however, is taking us too 
far from the starting point. 

It should not be necessary to demonstrate 
how essential the ownership of land is; how 
it is as old as the land itself; and how, if 
analogies be permitted from the animal 
kingdom, it is older even than man. What 
is more to the purpose ig to show that if 
Tolstoy's dream were realised to-morrow, 
the present and natura] order would be 
resumed the at after. For land worth 
owning is not like air and sunshine; it 
represents labour; and after Toustroy has 
tilled his square yard of land and made it 
productive he is not going to have any 
other Buasian cone along and tell him that 
any sort of ~property in land ia immordl. 
Nor is Toxsroy’s son afterwards, whev 
that young man inherits it, nor the man to 
whom itis sold. Of course, when we come 
to contemplate the enclosure, a8 a mere 
private park,’of thousands of acres of land 
lu some country where there is not enough 
land to go round, we see something that 
seems wrong; but where are we going to 
draw the line? One man tills and prospers, 
and in time acquires his Iuzy neighbour’s plot. 
The lazy man ‘did not want it. It was an 
embarrassing possession, constantly calling 
bim to work; and he preferred the cash 


with which to make merry “in a far 
country.’’ Bomebody stays at home to mike 


the land productive while the prodigal’s 
away. Is there tu be a re-division every 


time the prodigals return? Supposing, as 
in some Russinn places, the Commune be- 
came the collective owner of village lands. 
The villager who works and makes land 
productive is only a tenant, just as much as 
if he were paying rent to an individual 
landlord. The villager who does not work, 
and cannot pay, will be deprived of laud by 
Lis Commune just as he is now by the 
Nobles whosg “immoral” ownership of 
land continues. There actually was a 
Toustoyan sort of re-distribution in the 
reign of Avexanper IT, by which twenty 
million peasants were made lauded pro- 
prietors, their average holdings (per family) 
being about twenty-two acres, less in tho 
congested, rich soil parts, and more in the 
less fertilo districts. They had to pay for it, 
at a reasouable, fixed rate, in moderate 
instalments spread over many years. 
Landowners spoiled ALExaNDER’s fine 
dream by offering, as anu alternative to the 
gradual purchase of a twenty acre allot- 
ment, a free gift of five acres, and numerous 
“ nrodigals ” jumped at this, as such peuple 
always will. Population increases, but an 
acre remains an acre all the time, and these 
Russian pe:sants goon found that the 
millennium had not arrived. Then, accord- 
ing to the historians, the seeds of nihilism 
were sown. Sv despoudency and discontent 
would follow Toxsroy’s plan, for while 
human nature 1s 8o varied, it is impossible to 
inake all men equal “ by Act of Parliament.” 
The fact remains that the man who toils 
and cultivates, feeds his family, and pay. 
his rent, and sleeps sound o’ nights, withou, 
tryin, to put his feeble spoke in the wheel 
of evolution, is of more use in the world 
than all the Toustoys that ever wished to 
pall everything to pieces and begin anew. 
It is foolish to say that this involves the 
gospel of things as they are. There is a 
difference between the act of building on a 
rock, and the act of trying to sweap 
Lack the tide. Mun has been able to direct 
the lightning’s course, but no Ayax-ToLstTory 
combination will ever stop its career, Un- 
fortunately, the ignorant and the impres- 
sionable believe them when they say they 
can, and much time is.wasted iu useless 
worrying, aud the noise of their complain- 
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ings troubles those who have more-practical ~ 
tasks in hand. 


AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY. - — 
(Daily Press 27th March) 

The change which has of late years come 
over American foreign policy and now forms 
an important feature in political reldtions 
in all parts of the world, will become a 
feature to be especially considered in regard 
to questions arising in the Far East. The 
influence of the United States in matters . ~ 
relating to China has always been very 
considerable; but its effect was to some 
extent diminished by the traditional policy 
f the United States which was averse to 
taking any direct part in questions which 
did not directly affect either the United 
States themselves or at least some part of 
the American continent. It was considered, 
and under the circumstances existing in 
earlier days, wisely considered, that the 
United States would better serve - her 
interests by directing her attention to home 
affairs; and that she would have enough to 
occupy her in the development of the 
magnificent country placed under her sway. 
A change, however, In this view was furced 
upon her by circumstances, It became 
apparent with the Cuban difficulty and the 


consequent war with Spain, and has since 
been still further.emphasised by America 
having to assume the responsibility of the 
Government of a distant dependency such 
as Manila. The events which have led up 
to this change in fact form an interesting 
object lesson as to impossibility of any 
nation continuing long to confine itself to 
mere internal development. By degrees, 
whether she wished it or uot, 
America became forced to co:cern herself 
very intimately with matters of foreign 
policy; in which it has now become 
recognised that she will form a factor of 
much importance, which importance is 
likely to increase largely in the future, and 
more particularly in regard to foreign 


policy in the Far East. 
It is a mistake to imugive that foreign 


politics were not a salieut consideration 


with American Statesmen. ‘Tbey have 
always been most carefully considered, but 
have not been brought forward too pro- 
minently as anything like needless inter- 
ference in matters outside the country was 


not likely, in face of old traditions, to form 
a popular “ platform.” In China, American 


influence upon political questions has always 
been of marked importance; and has had 
much to do with the drift of foreign 
relations of late years. The Burlin-— 
game Mission, unpopular though is 
wis at the time, bas proved to have been 
the first step towards a marked improve- 
ment in China’s relations with the outside 
world. It was the first attempt to establish 
diploniatic relations on the same footing as 
other nations; and now a Chinese Ambas- 


‘sador or Minister at all the important 


foreign capitals is a recognised institution, 
and one which has assisted in many in- 
stances in smoothing over difficulties which 
might otherwise have attained dangerous 
dimensions. In the future there can be no 
doubt that the policy of the United States 
will have a marked influence on the course 
of events in these parts; and in the maio it 
will run on all fours with that of Great 
Britain and Japan, and of all who hope for 
the establishment of a stable state of affairs 
as to China, both internally and externally, 
such, in fact as will give due opportunity 
for the furtherance of progress and the 


development of sound commercial enter- 
prise. The rumour that an arbitration 


treaty betwéen Japan and the United 
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} States has be mn under consideration, is one 
sign of aaah an in which matters are 


time goes on it is possible 
that the two {nations might have conflicting 


of arriving jat an understanding without 
allowing any such question to attain to the 
acute point| which such disagreements at 
times reach.| Some questions of this kind 
might possibly arise in -connection with 
Manila or in’ other directions, With such 


Russia or any 
disposed to push territorial aggression in or 
in the near direction of China. The views 
of the Caled States on this point have 
always been in favour of maintaining Chinese 
integrity if'that is by any means possible; 
and we may be certain that her ivfluence 
will be united with that of Japan and 
of Great Britain in this direction. Time 
will show {whether with the example of 
Japan before her and with the assistance 
of that nation, who certainly uuderstands 
her better than it is possible for a European 
nation to do, China will be able to introduce 
the reformg necessary for her to come into 
- line aa Japan has done. Without certain 
internal reforms, this must continue an im- 
possibility, but some of the changes neces- 
sary, such 48 the abolition of torture and 
general improvement in her judicial system, 
have been jadopted sucessfully by Japan ; 
and might,|under the advice of Japan, now 
a friendly {Power, who fully understands 
the situatign, be followed by China. It 
would be sanguine to hope too much on 
this score,:as the evils of corruption, of 
Bureaucracy and Autocracy are too deep 
seated in China to justify the expectation of 
their being removed without great difficulty ; 
but improvement in the manner indicated 
is at least the best that can be hoped; and 
it will probably be generally considered as 
the wisest policy for some years to come to 
allow it to be tried.’ 


LTING AMBITION.” 


i ——»—_—__ 
(Daily Press, 28th March.) 
The Volunteer,movementis one that affords 
a vast number of differing points of view, 


OVA 


and he would be a bold'man who, venturing 
to discuss the question, were to assert that 
he bad asgumed the only right one, The 
logicians Quarrel for some reason with 
the adage.'that truth rests between two 
extremes, but in connection with our view 
of the Volunteers, we may assume that it 
lies somewhere between the opinion that 
duks them‘ mere carpet soldiers, and. the 
other that would have us accept Volunteer 
training agjthe first essential of any map 
hoping to claim rank as a useful citizen. 
At Home, , up to the time of the Boer war, 
the Volunteer was not considered in the 
light of dn all-important personage. It 
was not thought wrong by many to speak 
jestingly bf his company as the “ Royal 
Standbacks,” and so on. The long immunity 
from danger of invasion had had the effect 
of persuading the average Briton that there 
could be, ig fact, no such danger, and there- 
fore the men whose avowed duty was 
restricted to fighting a foe who was unlikely 
to come fell in for that sort of chaff. For 
the rank and file, the effect of a red-coat 
on pretty housemaids was appreciated ; for 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 
the officers, were their coats not gaudier 


} still ? And, anyway, as well that as another 


hobby. The startling discovery that tlere 
were volunteers actually willing to voluue 
teer, for actual service; and that their 
services, when accepted, shou!d have prove:l 
of such signal service, changed all that. 
The value of a training hitherto never put 
to any real test became apparent at the same 
time that the pessimists discovered the ear 
of peace had not reigned long enough to 
stagnate the old fighting spirit that had put 
the British in the forefront of the nations. 
The Volunteer forces at Home uow number 
over two hundred and forty one thousand 
men, exclusive of yeomanry, shooting clubs, 
and, of course, militia. Out here, in Ho g- 
kong and the China ports, where there have 
been more frequent “excursions and 
alarums,” how is it that there is not a like 
pitch of enthusiasm ? Is it that there are 10 
pretty housemaids to fascinate, and no 
gaudy uniform withal to do it ? Or is it that 
the Briton in the Fur East is nade of differ- 
ent stuff? We are not submitting these us 
alternatives. We hasten to add that the 
necessity of either answer is not apparent. 
The probability is that, taking a right 
average of per centage to population, the 
volunteer movement in these parts is as 
well supported as, if not better than, it is 
elsewhere. Our communities are numeri- 
cally small, and the per centage of eligibles 
is not nearly so groat in Shanghai and 
Hongkong as people might imagine. 
Krriino's “ young men” at our Empire’s 
outposts grow old sometimes, and they do 
not then always flock Home to make rovin 
for younger colonists. To many men of 
advanced_age, Shanghai or Hongkong 1s 
Home, and they seek no other. Then 
there is the fact that for some mysterious 
reason the Far East diminishes the in- 
dividual energy, to au extent for which 
climate alone cannot account. There is also 
the fact that the alarms that seemed to call 
for volunteers were raised by despised 
enemies. What great training was needed 
to fight a few Chinese, some potential 
Volunteer may be imagined to have asked. 
There is another point to which our atteu- 
tion has lately turned, the possibility that 
those who seew to have taken the Volunteer 
movement to heart may have been defeating 
their own ends. At Shanghai, where, some- 
what tardily, they are giving electoral 
privileges to those who volunteer for public 
service, it has been repeatedly and publicly 
announced that a man who is fit to make a 
volunteer and does not, is worthless 
citizen. This, apart from its untruth, is 
scarcely the way to attract the sympathetic 
attention of outsiders. At Hongkong, His 
Excellency the GoverNos has made it his 
particular interest to foster the movement 
locally; and in his recent speech we seem 
to detect an underlying disappointment that 
such high official countenance should have 
been productive of no greater result. In 
this connection, we may quote a passage 
from the just issued report of the Hongkong 
Rifle Association. In it, the hon. sec., Mr. 
Mowsray §. Nortucote says: “The 
formation of the (Hongkong Volunteer 
Rifle) Association has deprived us of many 
possible members who might have done 
much to stimulate this Association and 
revive its flagging interest in the sport of 
rifle shooting, and in view of the establish- 
iment of this rival Association and of the 
proposal to form a Volunteer Rifle Club 
which will absorb most,_if not all, of our 
active members, the question arises whether 
the time has not now come. when this 
Association must cease to exist.” At pre- 
sent, there seems little occasion to comment 


on that. It seems sufficiently eloquent by 
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itself, and feading it, many will form an 
opinion of the state of things locally which 
subsequent circumstances may or may not 
prove to be a correct one, 


PEACE TERMS, 


-——~<——— — 
(Darly Press, 29thMarch.) 

Our recent indiscreet. prophecy, after the 
last great rout of the Russian armies, that 
next month would see an end of war, seems 
to have aroused the sporting instincts of 
severu! readers, who offer to wager that we 
were wrong. Apart from the somewhat 
doubtful taste of betting in connection with 
such dreadful carnage, it is obviously im- 

ossible that such a_ transaction could 
enefit anybody. By all past experience, 
as well as by present patent necessities, the 
war should be over very soun now, if only 
in the way we suggested; that is, without 
forinal agreements or declarations of @. 
So far as indications gu, the probubility is 
that some sort of peace will soon be ar- 
ranged. Revurse tells us that the peace 
party in Europe is daily growing stronger 
aod more clamorous; and it is quite in 
keeping with. Russian methods that she 
should strenuously deny what she has pro- 
bably been contemplating for some time. 
Cowardly schoolboys, and bullies embroiled 
in a street fipht, are often secretly glad of 
a cessation, but all the time they make a 
show vf eaverness to continue. If the least 
kind of interference were offerei, the 
mildest representation made, only sufficient 
to “save face” for Russia, it is possible 
that Power would with a joyful reluctance 
seize uponit. The ides that there might be 
a stoppage of the war without formal de- 
claration of peace has also been. voiced 
now by a Home paper, and the circum- 
stances in Manchuria, us well as historical 
precedent, certainly justifies it. But the 
feeling has been growing among the Powers, 
or some of them, and the Times has but 
lately given clear expression-to it, that such 
a peace would be unsatisfactory. Japan 
must be encouraged to insist upon her 


pound of flesh this time; her mighty 


-aggressor, being down, must be kept down; 


and there must be no sneaking ino of the 
jackals to devour what the sick lion—or 
bear—has heen unable to digest. Assum- 
ing that the end of the war is in fact very 
neat at hand, no time need be wasted in 
discussing tie terms. which Reurze, no 
doubt inspired by some responsible Russian 
autiority, published from St. Petersburg 
as palatable to the heaten side. It is 
Japan’s terms only that are material, if 
indeed the Powers mean to see fuirplay, 
and Japau’s terins were, in essence, made 
public when she embarked upon this war. 
As the conqueror, she has undisputed right 
to round them to a sufficiency, adding 
certain details thut subsequent events 
have rendere! easeutial. It is not difficult 


to read between the lives of many current 


comments a sneaking sort of pity for Russia 
in being placed in the position of, sy, 
China, in regard to the question of indem- 
nity. Such a Power, with such a prestige, to 
pay little Japan a big indemnity! We have 
not yet adjusted our ideas to new circum- 
stances, and the very idea of that seems to 
stick in some gullets. Well, Russia should 
have thousht of that before. If she hal 
had the walk-over that she auticipated, 
Japan. would be subscribing to & big ine 
demnity now, if there had been any Japan 
left. The gambler who goes to Macao to 
bring away money from the fantan tables 
has no right to complain if he leaves there 
all he took; and Russix must perforce 
swallow the bitter pill of the unsuccessful 
gambler, Instead of insoleatly offering 


eral 
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place jany reliance upon the efforts of out- 
side diplomacy.” at is very simple. 
Outside. diplomacy, except in the nature of 
a benavolent inactivity, would be an imper- 
tinence to the conqueror, who has achieved, 
of pr tically achieved, what he wanted 
unaided; while Russia cannot rely upon it 
because: any outside diplomacy that could 
interfere on her behalf successfully would 
be liké the rank dishonesty that first gave: 
ber Port, Arthur, and a repetition of which 
Great iBritain could not, for very shame’s 
sake, countenance. The American fear that 
Russia and Japan might coue to some 
agreement that would close the “ open door ” 
in Manchuria seems to us a baseless one, 
for apart altogether from the inevitable 
interference of the Powers, in such case, 
. Japan is likely to think a long time before 
the value of any new agreement with the 
treaty-breaker would appeal to her states-' 
men. | Once bitten, twice shy, is scarcely 
adequate to express the Japanese point of 
view where Russia is concerned. For the 
reat af those quaint terms which Reuter 
communicated from his St. Petersburg 
agency, Baron SuvemaTsv seems to have 
summarily dismissed them in terms that in 
effect were these: Allow Japanese suze- 


rainty in Corea? We have it already. 
Cede, Port Arthur and  Liaotung to 
us? | Might as well cede Nagasaki. 


Place|the Eastern Chinese Railway under 
neutral international administration? ‘The 
greater part of it is actually under Japanese 
administration. Restore Manchuria as far 
north as Harbin to Chiua ? What cheek ! 
We have fcught, aud won, to make Rus-ia 
evacuate all Manchuria; and it is not for 
the vanquished now tw talk of reserving two 
thirds of it. And so on. Even the con- 
quering power is not going tu swop Chinese 
territory in this way. No one can justly 
interfere if, in handing back Manchuria to 
China, sha takes steps to sce that China 
does jnut mislay it again; butit is difficult 
to sep how even victorious Japan cvuld pro- 
pose|to rétain that territory as herown, As 
to the indemnity, our yesterday's telegram 
announcing a “terrific deficit’ in Russian 
finances, and the bogus nature of her reserve, 
seem to put that country more than ever on 
a level with China. It must be paid in the 
same way that China is paying hers, how- 
ever;; and we doubt not that it will be paid. 
Tho |news, until peace is declared, seems to 
put Any more Russian loans out of the ques- 
tion} and without the sinews of war, it 
geenis obvious that Russia must come 
speetily to terms. Hence, while we may 
pa have to shift the date a little, we 

old to the opinion that peace is nearer 
than generally supposed; and that there 
will be no! “ Spring campaign.” 


T Waiwupu has reo-ived. the following 
dispatch from the Vioervy of Szechuan :—Have 
received pétitions from s-m-+ of-my district 
magistrates who complain that certain Roman 
Catholic converts have lately been guilty «f 
refusing toi kneel before their Courts like other 
native Fitieante displaying their rosaries and 
crosses in defiance of orders from the presiding 
magistrate to kneel. To check this I have 
issned ins(rnotions that, in future, Mugistrat: s 
‘shall {display in the centre of their courts a copy 
of thb Imperial decree commanding that con- 
verta’ and non-converts shall be treated alike, 
before whivh all subjects of the Throne of 
whatever rank and class must reverentially 
kneel. { 


i 


RUSSIA AND CHINA. 


a ay 
: Daity Press, 30th March. 

The threatened encroachment of Russia 
upon China, which it may now be hoped 
will be permanently stayed, has been looked 
upon unfavourably by other nations no 
doubt chiefly upon merely commercial and 
political considerations. Such, at all events 
are the grounds which have geuerally been 

: : 
put forward. ‘Lhey-forin the simplest and, 
to alarge extent for that very reason, the 
strongest position that can be taken up in 
opposition. No doubt such an attitude 
may be considered somewhat selfish and 


prosaic ; but it ia at least plain and intelli- 
gible and within such limits that it can be 


readily stated and, on the other hand, if 
wrong, could be easily refuted. No one, 
however, has attempted to bring forward 
any argument to controvert the position. 
Indeed the facts are so patent that no sub- 
stantial reasons against them can be 
advanced. The only show of argument 
that has been made in this direction, is the 
attempt to induce people to believe that if 
Russia obtained a foothold in China, she 
would not adopt a restrictive trading policy 
but would, if for no other reason, at all 
avents for the sake of the development of 
the country she might take over, adopt a 
trading policy which would be more liberal 
as regards other nations than she had 
followed in other places, or than we could 
obtain frum the Chinese. There may -pos- 
sibly be something in this view, but it has 
certainly not commended itself to those best 
able froin practical knowledge to form an 
opinion as to the commercial policy which 
Russia would b- likely to udopt. Every: 
thing in fact points to the likelihood of her 
taking up a restrict.ve and reactionary line 
of commercial policy, and endeavouring to 
close the avenues of trade against competi- 
tors. : 

Apart, however, from purely commercial 
considerations, the occupation by Russia of 
any large portion of China—and still more 
the possibility of her ultimately obtaining 


the whole of it-—does not commend itself to_ 
those who are honestly anxious to see real 


progress in that country. It has been 
plausibly argued that, if Russia is not 
everything that might be wished, she is at 
least substantially in advance of China; 
and that her taking over a portion of the 
country might fairly be accepted as some 
step towards improving the internal ad. 
ministration, and would be an advance 
towards ultimate prugress. More intimate 
knowledge, however, of Russian ways of 
government, which has been acquired of 
late, shows that such a hope is not justified. 
So far as it is possible to judge from all 
that has been published on the subject, 
Russian internal administration is little if 
anything in advance of that in China. Ao 
autocracy on the Russian model would 
do very little .towarde the impfovement 
of China. The only way in which Russia 
would think of governing would be of 
the most arbitrary character, and the corrup- 
tion notoriously existing in Chinese adminis- 
tration would in all probability be rather 
increased than diminished. The strictest 
nation as to financial dealing would find it 
very difficult to do away with bribery and 
corruption amongst the Chinese, and most 
certainly this very onerous task would be 
little likely to be accomplished by Russia. 
As to the general system of government 
that would be introduced, it may be taken 
as certain that very little respect “would be 
paid by Russia to Chinese feelings and, 
enstoms ; and that the arbitrariness, which 
has brought about revolution in Russia 
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com er 


itself, would be improved upon in dealing 
with an alien rave. The account~given i 


the article which nepesred a short time ago 
in the Quarterly said to have been written 


by a Russian Nobleman, and which conse- 
quently attracted considerable attention, 
shows to what a point affairs have come in 
that country. 
doubt. be made in accepting this disclosure, 
as it_manifestly comes from a person strong- 
ly opposed to the action of the Tsar and his 
advisers: hut making every allowance for 
thia, there is so much that is fully confirmed 
in other directions that we may take rt that 
the statements are on the whole correct. 
From theae atatements it would appear that 


the extent to which the Tsar individually 
can interfere in public matters is such as 


can hardly be realised even by ttiose-who 
are used to watching the action of absolute 
and arbitrary Governments such as that of 
China ; and this has been confirmed by a 
large number of incidents-of late all going 
to show that the Tsar individually mixes 
up with matters of state—even those of 
active warfare—in a way which ordinary 
peoplé can hardly imagine as possible. This 
In itself is serious enough; but when we 
find also that it hans been proposed that 
every Provincial or local Governor should 
be invested with all the arbitrary powers 
of the “Tsar himself, we can at once 
sec an element, the existence of which 
must convince all right thinking men that 
Russian rule in distant parte like China 
would be nothing more nor less than wanton 
and unrestrained absolutism. Such a sys- 
tem could only be supported by yielding 
largely to Chinese Officials who would be 
used to assist in government, for without 
such agaistance in some form Government 
of any kind would be absolutely impossible. 
At this point, there would be an opening 
for perpetuating the system of bribery 
and corruption which unfortunately too 
notoriously exists in China. In fact, this 
system could be consolidated and strength- 
ened in a manner which would make 
ultimate improvement more difficult of 
attainment than it had been before. If 
China is to be reformed, it must be by the 
intreduction gradually of changes in ad- 
ministration of such a character as to do 
away with individual abuses; and this can 


never be hoped for from Russia, who herself 


so much harm in China. Above all things 
the chief difficulty in the way of Russia 
effecting any real improvement in China is 
her undenied and undisguised contempt for 
the masses. Strange as it may seem, the 
best authorities with regard to China 
(among them the late Sir Taomas WaDE) 
have always recognised that the voice of 
the people is a strong factor in the Govern- 
ment of China, arbitrary though the rule 
may be in theory, and in many directions 
also in practice. A similar view was takeo 
by ABBE Huc, no mean. authority upon 
‘Chinese matters, and all experience goes to 
show that a Government which completely 
ignored the views and the rights of the 
masses—thé “ peasants,” as they would be 
classed with in Russia-—could never obtain 
such authority as is necessary to govern 
effectively or to introduce necessary reform 
even if inclined todo so. Reforms in‘China 
can only be brought about by the influence 
or the rule of: some nation able to introduce 
-them in accordance with the wishes of the 


people; and this can never be hoped for 


herself. . With what has been of late 
revealed as to the state of affairs in that 
country, it is not surprising that there is a 
atrong feeling against the possibility of her 
being able to extend such a system in the 


Some allowance must no 


from Russia until she has first reformed: 


suffers from the. very defects which work . 


i 
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| East, quite apart from the direct interests, 
7 commercial and other, which would be 


kek 
HANKOW AND FOREIGN 
SHIPPING. 


1 ——_o—__. 
(Daily Press 31st March.) 

The Shanghai correspondent of the Times 
sees in the decision of the Foreign Office to 
reserve for Britons the water frontave of 
the British concession at Hankow “a mani- 
festation of Mr. CaamBretaty’s policy,” 
meaning, of course, the latest of his polici:s. 
It appears that this British concession in 


the heart of our Yangtsze sphere of in. | 


fluence has been running acute danger of 
becoming anything but British, the Russians, 
French, Germans, and Japanese hemmning 
usin on all sides, so that there has been 
barely ‘“‘elbow-room,” to say nothing of 
expansion, It was no doubt owing to the 
dilatoriness of British enterprisers, referred 
to recently by Mr. Byron Brenan, and 
their reluctance to face the hard pioneer 
work of founding a new conmercial centre, 
that caused the Municipal Council in 1864 
to admit non-British persons to the right of 
owning land in the British settlement. 
This involved the admission of non-British 
voters. Now that the trade and shipping 
there has shown such marked development, 
the British firms who did face the heat and 
burden of the old days are beginning to feel 
the pinch resulting from the early and 
short-sighted impatience of the Municipal 
Council to hasten the development of 
the port. A combination of  turee 
big companies agreed on freight rates, 


and steps were taken to acquire the available 
water frontage, with an eye to ex- 


cluding foreign competition as much as 
to develop the British. Meanwhile the 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha acquired the boats, 
good-will, and (supposedly) the berthing 
Tights of the late Mr. George Mc Bain, a 
British subject. The competition, actual 
and pot notial, of such a progressive com- 
pany asthe N.Y.K. was not to be lightly 
taced; and the Foreign Office was approached 
_ onthestrength of a “non-transferable” clause 
in the terms upon which water-frontage 
was leased to British subjects. “The con- 
tention was advanced that, whereas bona fide 
British concerns were already cramped for 
room, there was the possibility—nay, the 
certainty—that their already limited space 
would be effectually preéluded from any 
extension by the fact that the neighbouring 
sites would bein non-British hands.” Then 


the Foreign Office decided to apply what 
-the Times correspondent regards as Mr. 


CHAMBERLAIN’S policy. The Foreign Office 
also remedied the early action of the 
Municipal Council to a certain extent. by 
depriving foreign land owners in the British 
concession of the right to vote on the merits 
of rival British claimants to the now limited 
and valuable water frontage. The enter- 
prising N.Y.K. met this by turning the 
business of the McBAIn ships into a British 
limited liability company registered at 
Hongkong, with, it is alleged, two of their 
clerks figuring as the princjpal share- 
holders. ‘Bona-fide British shippers do not 
like this, naturally, as it puts what they 
insist is essentially still a foreign firm on 
an equality with them; but the difficulty is 
aggravated by the fact that the British 
importer and exporter is so constituted 
that he thinks cheap freights as important 
to him as national prestige. “To them it 
was a matter of indifference under what 
flag they shipped so long as their goods 
were carried expeditiously and cheaply.” 
The consideration of the immorality of aub- 
tidies seems to be prompted at this stage; 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


but cui bono? The immediate and more 
pressing question is whether the British 
Government should take steps to retain this 
one of her numerous, hardly-gained out- 
posts, as British in fact as in name, It. is 
suggested that the abolition of the existing 
system of yearly lenses, in favour of a thirty 
or forty year lease granted to the highest 
(British) bidder, would mect the case, wih. 
out raising freiglts, the argument being 
that the privileged British shippers could 
not raise the freight rate to more than the 
foreign rate plus the expense of sending 
goods to and from the less convenient posi- 
tions occupied by the foreign ships, for ob- 
vious economic reasons, This suggestion 
still leaves undecided the nationality of the 
shipping company to which the N.Y.K. 
stands in loco parentis. Another question 
left unsettled appears to be whether a 
British trade community, thriving by the 
help of cheaper foreign freight- rates, or a 
mixed community, restricted to a purely 
British shipping service, is most consistent 
with the upholding of “ the collective: 
interests of the nation.” 


CHINESE ABROAD. 


—_— 
(Daily Presa, 1st April.) 

It is reported that the Chinese Minister in 
Tokyo has been pressing his Government 
at Peking to take steps to reduce the 
steadily increasing number of Chinese who 
are taking out naturalisation papers in 
Japan. He has been bold enough to inform 
Peking that if it were not for the dread of 
official “ squeeza,” and of being robbed of 
the fruits of their industry in a manner 
affording no redress, many Chinese mer- 
chants abroad would be glad to return to 
their native land, where the spending of 
their acquired competences would naturally 
benefit their own people. The Minister 
thinks a good effect would be made by the 
publication in Japan and other Chinese 
frequented places of a proclamation promis- 
ing that their rights and property will be 
held {sacred if they return; and pointing 
out on the other hand the disadvantages . 
entailed by staying away. For instance, a+ 
Chinaman naturalised as a Japanese is 
entitled to no benefit or assistance from 
Chinese Ministers or Consuls; he is lable 
to he called on to fight for the country of 
his adoption; and besides, he falls undes 
the shame and stigma of being unpatriotic. 
We are told that the Chinese Board of 
Commerce has acted u pon these suggestions, 
and sent intimations that are to be oireu- 
lated amongst all Chinese living abroad, 
notifying them that if they return to China, 
special passes will be given to them so that 
their wealth will be “duly protected.” 
Never did spider sing a more sweetly sound- 
ing invitation to the fly. Set to the tune 
of “ Home, sweet home,” this ditty may 
touch the hearts of numerous Chinese 
abroad, but we see small probalility of 
touching their heads, which are quite 
business-like enough to tell them any 
acceptance of the kind invitation would 
involve the touching of their pockets. No 
doult they all still share the Chinese 
desire to lay their bones in Chinese soil ; but 
for that there is plenty of time. To such 
Chinese as are in a position to remember 
the conditions existing in their native 
country, the notification will be waste paper ; 
for they must know how little weight even 
an Imperial Edict carries in, say, Canton, 
In some piace removed from immediate [m- 
perial observation, where a greedy Mandarin 
covets the cash of Mr. Lt from Japan, what 
protection is a special ‘omer he usual 
charge is trum up, the “squeeze” ex- 
torted, and the Mandariu forwards his 
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own version of the incident to head. 
quarters should any enquiry be made. 
On the other hand, whether they be 
naturalised as British or Japanese subjects, 
they never suffer conscription. In Japan 
the Chinaman can live cheaper and earn 
bigger interest on his inoney, and he knows 
that every dollar of it is safe from either 
unfair taxation or official extortion. Many 
foreigners are beginning to find this out, 
and there are some with moderate capital 
who permanently reside there for similar 
reasons to those that used to cause English 
families in reduced circumstances to reside 
on-the Continent. High taxatio: and the 
low value of money may yet do for England 
what official corruption has done for China, 
exiling its citizens who have made moderate 
competences. As for the “‘ benefit or assis- 
tance ’’ of his country’s Representative, the 
foreigner in Japan, Chinese or other, rarely 
needs it. Except in certain business trun- 
suctious, the Japanese courts are aa safe a 
refuge for the foreigner as for the native ; 
and in the few wrong trade decisions, the 
_Minister or Consul can or does do nothitg 
to put things right. With regard to 
China’s present uneasiness about this exile 
of capital, it can never be allayed 
until there are domestic changes of a bigneas 
and importance at present scarcely realized. 
Those who are, by this proclamation, put in 
the mind once more to set foot on their 
native heath will continue to do as numerous 
others in like circumstances have been 
doing; that is, to select Hongkong or 
Shanghai as the place in which to spend the 
incomes derived by their industry and 
thrift. Even such inducements as high 
official appointments fail to tempt them to 
do otherwise, for they well know on how 
precarious a tenure the favour of Peking is 
enjoyed, under a system which encourages 
tale-bearing, as often false as true. Thus 
they flock to Hongkong and Shanghai, 
in great numbers, those places doing for 
the~ East what London does for Europe, 
sheltering the oppressed, and offering 
asylum to those who have reason to fear 
oppression. Unfortunately, all these alien 
refugees are not in the happy position 
of those whom Peking is now trying to 
entice. As to the patriotism of the 
Chinese who become naturalised subjects 
in other lands, it ill becomes the official 
class of China to throw the first stone at 
them. The patriotism of the class which 
has made China such a “ distressful country 
as never yet was seen” will not bear too 
close an examination. 


THE COOLIE TRAFFIC, 


ie eg 
(Daily Press, 3rd April.) _ 

Those people at Home who made and have 
not yet ceased to make a dead-set against 
the importation of Chinese coolies into 
South Africa will. dotihtleas be pleased 
when they hear that so far as Hongkong is 
concerned, the “slave traffic” is about at . 
an end. There were many and various 
arguments advanced at Home, where, in- 
deed, the anti-this-and-that ple never 
lack for argumenta—even if they have to 
make them-—but the two chief principles of 
opposition were thit it was so like the slave 
trade as to ee British principles, 
and that in any case Great Britain had not 


been at the great expense of rita ater flees 
Transvaal for the benefit of China. ess 


two. typical arguments are, of course, 
mutually exclusive; but in varicus forms, 
and with slightly different complexions and 


accretions, they were tbe lines on which the 
most vehement protest:tions were based, 
and, incidentally, some bye-elections lost to 
the Government party, The talk of slavery 
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was all noneense. Those coolies who went 
were infinitely better treated than they 
were at /home, they all sppreciated the 
change, and it is only too probable that 
the cump troubles. subsequently reported 
were directly aud entirely due to the fact 
that they were, as the horsey men gay, “ full 
of corn.” “On the other hand, it seems 
abundantly clear that they are not taking the 
bread away from eny otherworkers. Tueir 
work is; admittedly not white man’s work, 
and in the case of the kaffirs, we have been 
told recently that these black meu hate 
mining; and prefer farm labour, while the 
Boers and other agriculturists are only tov 
glad td welcome their assistance hack to 
the farms. ‘That the mining companies 
should iobtain cheap labour is aot for the 
Home-staying Britou to complain about 
while he tolerates so much “sweating” in 
his midst. The local failure of the scheme, 
which the Chinese officials in the south will 


probably say has been brought. about because 


the Hongkong depét was a distinct breach’ 


of Artiéle V of the Convention of last May, 
ha without a doubt been brought about 


by them for a very understandable reason— 
the fact that it robs them of “ squeeze 


chancey.’’ Whether the palus of these 
officials’ were subsequently oiled or uot, 
they could not undo the mischiet they had 
already. done. All kinds of ridiculous 
stories had been set afloat in the southern 
provinces, to frighten prospective colonists 
awny from the agents of the scheme, aud 
sach rumours in rural China grow like 
- rolled snowballs into a perfect avalanche of 
prejudice. The return of those who were 
discovered to be affected with beri-beri 
would be regarded as absolute confirmation 
of the horrifying descriptions of the Rand, 
which descriptions had to a certain extent 
the countenance and support of faddy 
Eurupean writers in the East, whose 
“opinions ” would dvuubtless be added to 
the rest, with ample elaboration. Another 
factor that has helped to make the outlay 
at Laichikok wasted expenditure is hinted 
at in the methods of the administration 
with regard to its white employces, which, 
if half so unreasunuble as Australian medical 
men describe them, would be aure to 


militate against the enterprise. The 
scheme as a whole must still continue 
successful. Naturally, the immediate 


demand for coolies must have slackened 
considerably, and the outside observer can 
no longer expect to see the rush and hurry 
of some months buick. As relays are 
required, we funcy they will be easily 
obtainable, if not down here, certainly at 
the northern ports. 


HONGKONG JOTTINGS. 


27th March. 

It will rejoice the “ Children of the Mist ” 
to know that the Public Works De- 
_ partment has under consideration the 
question. of improving the lighting of the 
roads on the Peak. “Not before it is 
necessary ” I fancy some of them will say, but 
it is not a little surprising that, althou-h there 
has been much silent grumbling (here has been 
no united demand on the part of the Feak 
community, that Iam aware of, for what is a 
crying necessity. What the illuminant is to 
be is not yet decided, I believe, but if the cost 
of gaa or electricity be prohibitive, there are 
on the market oil and acetylene lamps which 
will admirably meet the public lighting re- 
quirements of the Peak. 


Had it not been for the meteorological 
marplot, there would have been a fine muster 
of Volunteers for the Annual Inspection which 
was to have taken plane on the Polo Ground 
on Ssturday. It was found in the morning 


are 


decided to 
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that the Polo Ground was covered with water, 
and as swimming does not form part of the 
training of the Volunteer Corps. the Geueral 
postpone his Inspection for 
three weeks. Many were, by means of the 
telephone, and in other ways, made acquainted 
with the fact, but there were many who were 
not, and at least forty members of the Corps 


turned out in Khaki prepared to brave the |_ 


elements rather than be mulcted in a fine of 
$25 each. And wheu they at last were made 
aware of the postponement, th-y returned to 
their howes discuxsing what fine would 
adequately me :t the case of the General, taking 
into consideration the volleys of bantering re- 


marks to which they were exposed on the way 
to their homes.: 


The Colony this year, as last, has been singu- 
larly: free from plague during the first three 
months of the year There have been a few 
sporadic cases, but these scarcely count when 
we remember the history of these epidemics in 
the Colony during the past ten years. Whether 
this result is to be a'tributed to the drastic and 
thorough measures carried out by our Sanitary 
Authority, or whether it is a sheer good fortune 
which is enjoyed similarly by Canton and other 
plague centre- in China, Iam notin a position 
to state. We cannot take too mach for granted 
when we bear in mind the undisputed state- 
ments that in the years when the plague returns 
have been comparatively low in this Colony, 
there has been a like dacline in Canton, where 
no such persistent efforts are made to eradicate 
the scourge as we rigorously enforce in Hong- 
kong. ‘I'he problems of the origin and infec- 
tivity of plague are still unsolved. Plague 
seems to be as bad in India this year as ever. 
Over 39,000 deaths from plague are rep rted 
every week, and strange to remark, the disease 
is most virulent in the city where most is done 
to combat it—Bomtay. The best hopes of this 
Colony in this connection rest, I think, in the 
resumption of insanitary areas—a work which I 
am glad to learn is steadily going on. 


I hear, and Iamsure the community generally 
will be glad to hear it also, that this year i 
are being taken with a view to stopping the 
“dumping” of bodies dead of the plague, 
which during the last two years has been 80 
common in the Colony. The Datly Press last 
year suggested that this could most effectually 
be done by ordering all bodies “dumped” in 
the streets in this way to be cremated. There 
is nnother way, it seems, not so repugnant to 
Chiuese susceptibilities. It has been alleged 
that the delays which have heretofore occurred 
in procuring the attendance of the Sanitary 
Board’s medical: officers to certify the cause 
of death have been among the causes 
which have led to ths dumping of 
bodies, an excuse which c-rtainly seems 
plausible if we believe that the occupants of 
the honse fear contagion, but I am _ rather 
inclined to think it is the objection to having 
the home turned upside down and fumigated 
by the sanitary inspectors that has given rise 
to the practice. Sir Henry Blake, when he 
induced the Chinese themselves to take an 
interest in the cfforts made to prevent the 
spread of plague started on the right lines, and 
much in the future is to be hped for in this 
direction. I am told that tbis year the 
Chinese will be peimitted to call in Chinese 
doctors to certify the cause of death so that a 
body may promptly be removed. Heretofore 
in official quarters there has been strong 
objection to thik, but it appears to have been 
successfully argued that a Uhinose do.tor is as 
qualified as sanitary inspector to say whether 
a death has been caused by plague or not, and 
by calling in a Chinese doctor a body may be 
removed many hours sooner than might other- 
wise be the case. 

There has been some talk about the Fleet 
gottiny their letters before civilians, and the 
Hongkong Post Office has been more or less 
abused. By a sp-cial arrangemeut and extra 
expense, Singapore gets its. mail thus :—the 
bags a-e transhipped at Aden on to the “ferry ” 
steamer to Bombay, are sent by rail to Negapa- 
tam, and from thence are forwarded on to 
Singapore by the regular British India steamer. 
The Fleet mail bags at home are addressed to 
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Singapore and Hongkong, and China lettors 
are forward-d by the first steamer. The 
postal authorities here re not prepared to 
enter into a similar arrangement, one reason 
being that there is no-regular B.I. se-vice 
between Singapore ani Hongkong. | If it 
could be worked, though, it might i an 
improvement. | 
3rd April) 

I gather from the Registrar General's Re- 
port concerning the affairs of his Department 
for the year 1904 that the Government is now 
taxing the food supplies of thia Colony by means 
of market tolls and market licenses to the 
extent of $105,827 per annum. The market 
tolls alone amount to $101,310; the balance 
represents fees charged for licenses issued b 
the Sanitary Board for the sale of food outside 
the markets. In 1908 these licenses brought 
in a revenue of $1,352; last year the revenue 
from this source was $4,565—an increase of no 
lesa than $3,213 (not $2,313 us the Report states). 
The increase shown in the revenue from market. 
rents is $4,619—together, then, an increase of 
37,832 in one year in the taxation of the food 
supplies of the Colony in the form of 
rents and licenses. For some years past, 
in fact, the Government has observed— 
presumably with great oontent—the steady 
inoreage in revenue from this source, Curiosity 


impelled me to glance st the returns of five 
years ago, and I found that in 1899 the 
revenue from the markets amounted to $80,901, 
which was $6,133 more than the total for the 
previous year. It was then explained that the 
increase was due to the “iuoreased rent obtained 
from stalla, which were pt up to tender on 
being given up by their oldera.” Subject to 
correction, I assume that the increase of 
$20,000 which has since taken place in the 
revenue is attributable to the same cause. Yet 
in the outory which has recently been raised 
over the increase in market prices, it is Chinese 
“ aqueeze pidgin” only that has been condemned, 
The Food Commission appointed in 1900 
specially referred to the market rentals as a tax 
on food and recommended that they should be 
kept as low as possible. The figures I have 
quoted show the supreme contempt the Govern- 
ment has for the Reports of Commissi.ns! 
‘Will some member of the Legislative Counoil 
kindly ask the Government whether any limit 
is to be put to this taxation, and, if so, what? 


In England o few years ago one used to be 
persistently asked: “ ‘When is a place not a 
place within the meaning of the Act?” A 
case at the Magistracy this Mery an ie aed 
reminded a good many people of this, and now, 
instéad of alee accoste | with the old familiar 
question: “What do you think of the 
weather ?” the Naval Yard man is called upon 
to solve the conundrum ‘‘ When is a sité not a 
site within the meaviog of the Act.” Messrs. 
Punchard, Lowther and Co., the Government 
contractors, were summoned by the Water 
Polics for using cargo-b-ats which had not 
been licensed. These boats were employed in 
connection with the Naval Yard Extension 
works, and the defence set up was that the 
Government were the people to go for, as the 
boats were Government property, although they 
had been paid for by the contractors. The 
defence relied on a clause in the contract which 
stipulates “that all temporary buildings, sp- 
pliances, plant and machinery of all descriptions 
provided by the contractor for use on the works 
shall from the time they are placed on any part of 
the site by the Civil Enyineer-in-chief over the 
worksat Hougkong, become the absolute prop=rty 
of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty.” 
Mr. Hazeland came to the ounolusion that by 
no stretch of lsnguage or juggling of words 
could a cargo boat used for conveying materials 
to the works be regarded as having been “ placed 


on any part of the site” The Magistrate 
subsequently expressed the view that these words 


meant not only over the ground (i.e. on the water) 
but attached to the ground. It would be in- 
teresting to hear the views of the the Admiralty 
authorities on this decision, for they doubtless 
regarded the cargo-boats as part of their 
security. Docks cannot be constructed with- 
out the use of cargo-boats, and the exclusion 
of these from the term “ contractors’ plant on 
the site” is a decision which has naturally 
evoked much discussion. It is difficult for a 
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4 prohibition does 
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Isyman to understand the dictum that the water 
covering the used or to used for dock 
pu is not,| in the ordinary, everyday 
dictionary meaning of that term, the site of 
that dock. But reverting to tho Magistrate's 
definition, and accepting for the moment the 
dictum that water cannot constitute a site, were 
these boats not attached to the ground-site when 
they were tied upor moored P 


The Telephoné Company in addition to 
opening an Exchange in Kowloon have resolved 
to reconstruct the entire system of tel phone 
communication ip the Colony, at a cost of 
something like £10,!00, and the work is to 
commences forthwith unde: the direction of the 


new manager, r. W. L. Carter. Tie re- 
construction has/ been rendered necessary by 


‘the development pf other electrical enterprises 
in the Colony like the tramway and the exten- 
sion of the Electrio Light Company's mains. 


has impaired thé efficiency of the telephone 
service, and the o: 
noises on the wires, which at times renders cou- 
versation extremély diffloult, is by substituting 
the}metallic cireuit system for the present single- 
wire or earth-citonit system. In the central 
portion of the City the cables are to be carried 
underground. W hen this new system is inaugu- 
rated Hongkong will have a telephone service 
as efficient as any in the East, and the Com- 
pany might then! consider the advisability of 
opening a few public call offices. Telephonio 
communication with ships in the harbour would 
also be a great convenience, and I believe the 
feasibility of such a soheme has been ander 
consideration. 


y way to obviate the humming 


This, in ways ee electricians will understand 


“Quite recently,’ writes a correspondent 
“there was a paragraph in the Daily Press 
saying that the|-correct way of writing the 
name .of this Colony is Hongkong, and not 
Hong Kong? Is it nota fact that H.E. the 
Governor prefers the capital K (vide the printed 
address on Government House stationery) ?”’ 
My answer is that I am unable to say whether 
it is a fact or not that His Excellency prefers 
to see Hongkong [printed aa two words, fat if 
I recollect aright,) Government House stationery 
has always separated itself in this respect from 
the usage observed in offlcial documents. The 
authority for writing Hongkong as one word 
ia the Charter Inoo tion, and at the 
time it was frst ublished in Hongkong, it was 
socepted as final authority for that form of 
writing the na of the Coleny. Though 
Government House stationery may be sixty 
years behind the limes in this respect, I never 
see an official rsiepaiaey with the name of the 
eclony spelt in two words. 


In the course af a oriminal trial at Tientsin 
before the Portuguese Chargé ytd the 


Judge stated i emphatically that under 
Portuguese law| every bler is guilty of 
vagabondage. The followin, conversation 
d between Defendant's Counsel and the 
udge : 
Counsel: Somp time ago I heard that the 

Government of Macao had legalised gambling. 
The Judge: at ia for Chinese, not Portu- 
guese is detected gambling, he 


e defendant be puniehed for 
gambling ? . : 

The Judge: He certainly will be punished aa 

a gambler. I don’t need the law for that. He 
admits he is a bler, and as Portuguese Minis- 
ter in China I must uphold the Portugucse law 
in China. A bler is not fit to be in any 
settlement in China, and as soon as this case is 
finished he will be sent to Macao, you may be 
sure. E don’t dolit as Judge, but as Portuguese 
Minister in Ching.” 

This little extract will vastly amuse those 
,who know the Portuguese Colony of Macao, 
* which is often described as the Monte Carlo of 

the East. The Portugnese Government of the 
Colony derives the bulk of its revenue from the 
licensing of fan-tan establishments. ‘‘ For 
Chinese,” the Portuguese Minister would add 
but there is no secrecy about the fact that these 
establishments are largely patronised by Portu- 
guese subjects and others, and I have never heard 
of one being punished for gambling. Officials, 
I believe, are prohibi but on oe: tain high 
days’ and holidays, like- Chinese New Year, the 
not appear to be rigorously 
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enforced. Then there is the famous lottery— 
‘* Santa Casa da Misericorda de Macau” run by 
a Portuguese Society whose director's name is 
printed on the tickets. Nobody during the 
eight or nine years this lottery has been in 
existence has been prosecuted for gambling. The 
Editor objects to prise competitions, or I would 
give a prise to the reader whu can find anything 
more farcical in all the Gilbert and Sullivan operas 


than this sentence of deportation to the Monte 
Carlo of the East for the offence of gambling at 
Tientain. 


At a meeting of the South African Gold 
Trust in London recently Lord Harris, the 
Chairman, said that the treatment of the 
Chinese on the Rand had been so considerate: 
so libera', that in consrquence «f letters received 
from Chinese on the Rand by their relatives 
and friends in China, the volunteers for 
immigration were now coming forward in good 
numbers without any solicitation from the 
reerniting houses. Where are they all? For 
weeks past a number of coolio emigrant ships 
have Leen waiting in Hongkong harbour for 
coolies, and now, as additional evidence of the 
failure of the scheme we have the announce- 
meit of the withdrawal of Mr. W. Cowan, the 
Transvaal Emigration Agent stationed here. 


I learn on reliable authority that owing to 
the increase in the cost of food in Hongkoug 
the War Office has mu ‘ificently inoreased the 
ration allowance of the officers of the local 
garrison by five cents \’exican per day. I am 
able to positively deny the rumour that officers 
have been cautioned by the War Office not to 
lavishly entertain on this extra allowance. 

; BANYAN. 


SUPREME COURT. 
Pa eee 
Friday, 24th March. 


In ORIGINAL JURISDICTION. 


Berors Sir H. 8. BERKELEY (CHIEF 
J U8TICE), 


RH THE 8AM YEE CO., LD. 

Mr. Norman Ferrers (instructed by Mr. 
P. W. Goldring of Mr. G, K. Hall Brutton's 
office) said :—This is a petition for the winding 
up of a Chinese Company kuown as the Sam Yeo 
Company, Limited. I appear on behalf of a 
petitioning creditor, Luk Lai Cho, who is man- 
aging partner of the Yon On firm of 32, Bonham 
Strand East. My application is for the wind- 
ing up of the Company. No one appears in 
Court, but I understand that there are parties 
not represented here now who will appear. I 
do not think it will be necessary to read the 
petition because I desire to ask Your Lordship 
that the matter be adjourned sine die. The 
creditors of the Company may come to an agree- 
ment, so the decisicn of the Court may not be 
required. 


His Lordship assented. 


In SUMMARY JURISDICTION, 


Me. T. SercomBe SMITH 
(Puisnge JUDG.) 


E. M. LE VERGER V. F VETCH. 


Emile Michelle Verger claimed $600 from 
Francis Vetch Mr. D. Y. Steavenson (of Messrs. 
Deacon, Looker and Deacon) appeared for the 
plainti#, and Mr. G. K. Hell Bruttom for the 
defendant. Pine 

After hearing the case, His Honour, in giving 
judgment, said :—Here the plaintiff originally 
claimed $750 for three months’ wages due to 
him for work done during the three months of 
January, February, and Mareh in connection 
with the supply of coolie Jabour for Indo- 
China, Toda the claim is amended to 
make $600 for two months’ wages for 
January and February, and §2.0 is included 
in liew of notice for the month oj 
March. I thought at first that the original 
claim for salary at $250 per month altered 
to-day to §200 per month might show that the 
plaintiff himself was not quite sure of the terms 
of en ent, but it was pointed out that. in 
his affidavit of the 10th March Ke had said that 
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his salary was $200, 80 it is ible that this 
mistake is through some olerical error in the 
office of the plaintiff's solicitors. Unfortunate- 
ly there is nothing in writing, and »s this is the 


j case I am thrown back on the evidence of the 


pluintiff to prove what the agreement with 
the defendant was, and the sime remarks 
apply to the evidence of the other side. 
The plaintiff ia supposed to have proved his case. 
but I think there is no proof that such contract 
which he sets out was made. It appeers 
that the plaintiff was asked to ride 
for - the defendant at Foochow and got $3u0 
for that object. He abandoned his work at 
Mr. ‘artys office, and left deliberatal 

knowing that he would not be taken back. "He 
went to Foochow and stayed with the defendant. 
Both came to Hongkong and both went back to 
Foochow. The plaintiff did a few acts, such as 
sending telegrams, but these acts wore quite 
consistent with tho friendship the defendant had 
extended to him, and nothing more than a man 
out of work would do for a friend. I am 
satisfied that this contract (for supplying coelies, 
has as yet not been consummated, and that the 
defendant never obtained the contract. My 
opinion is that what the defendant did was to 
say to the plaiatiff “Iam expecting to get a 
contract, and if I obtain it I will put you in 
charge of the job, and will also give you 
commission on the profits.” Iam not satisfied 


that there was any contract between the parties 
in which the plaintiff was engaged by the 
defendant at a fixed salary of $200 per month. 
Judgment for the defendant with costa. 


Monday 27th March. 


In ORIGINAL JURISDICTION. 


Berors Sir H. 8S. BERKELEY (CHIEF 
Pl JUSTICE). 


WING. CHONG FAT FIRM V. KWONG TAK 
WING FIRM. ; “ 

This was an issue as to whether Wong 
Sun Nam was a partzer in the Kwon 
Tak Wing firm. Mr. H. E. Pollock, K.C., 
instructed by Mr. H, G. 0. Bailey (of Mesars. 
Johnson, Stokes and Mas‘ér), sppeared for the 
plaintiffs, and Mr. H. G. Calthrop, instructed by 
Mr. G. Hastings (of Mr. John Hastings’ offica) 
for the defendant. 

Mr. Pollock—The plaintiffs have obtained 
judgment against the Kwong Tak Wing firm, © 
snd an order was made by Sir William Good- 
man on the 20th July to see if Wong Sun 
Nam was a partner in the Kwong Tak Wing 
firm at the time the cause of action arose, 
February, 1904. An amount of fiour had to be 
delivered between February and April 1% 4, 
was delivered, we did uot get payment, and sued 
the Kwong Tak Wing firm for the price of the 
flour. The defendants did not take up and 
psy for the flour and we sold it by public auction 
at a loss. This action is also a test for a second 
action, as my friend, Mr. (‘althrop, consents, 
The present action, No. 85 of 1904, will govern 
a similar issue in No. 86 of 1904. It is rather - 
important to refer Your Lordship in the 
first instance to an affidavit filed by 
the defendant showing the pesition he takes up 
with regard to the matt+-r of partnership. The 
affidavit is dated the 15th Joly 1904, and in it 
the defendant devies ever having been a partner 
in the Kwong Tak Wing firm, and this is a 
very important allegation in view of the evidence 
I shall call in this action, ‘The evidence on 
behalf of the plaiutiff will show that the plain- 
tiff firm was started in November or December 
1899, and a few months afterwards the defendant 
firm was started. Ip February 190 )a flour com- 
bine was formed between the plsintiff firm, the 
defendant firm and four other firms. I under- 
stand that the object of this flour combine was to 
buy flour to be imported from Portland, Oregon. 
The flour came in single shipments from the 
Pacific ports, and these shipments were divided 
into six,lofs, one for each of the respective 
firms. The fi ur was to be paid for by drafts. 
drawn by the Portland Flouring Mille Company 
of Portland, Oregon, on the respective consigne-s 
of the flour, each consignee having a bill drawn 
on him. I think the payees in cach instance 
were Ladd and Tilton, who, I suppose, are 
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people on the jother side. The people to whom 
the bills werp endorsed were the Chartered 
, Australia and China, in Hong- 
eolion. It was a part of the 


kong, for co 
agreement bitween the six firms that each 


indorsement the bills drawn on 
the other firms. About a month after this 
combine was entered into two persons, Wong 
Shing Tak and Wong Sun Nam, cama from 
the defendant firm to the plaintiff 
about the endorsing of a bill of exchange, and 
Wong Shing Tak addressed Mr. Tang Lam 
Kok, the ing par(ner of the plaintiff firm, 
and requested:him to put his firm's chop on the 
back of a billgfexchange. The bill of exchange 
waa not actually brought, but was coming 
vr. Tang Lam Kok asked Wong 
o were the partners in the Kwong 
Tak Wing firm. Wong Shing Tak answered “I 
am a partner] Wong Sun Nam is a partner,” 
and he algo | mentioned the names of two or 
Wong Sun Nam said “ Yes, 
onversation took plac» before 
Pan, who is a partner in the 
plaintiff irm| It was under the first combine. 
A second combine was formed in September or 


October of 1904, when two firms in the original 
combine dropped out. The plaintiff firm and 
defendant fin joined the new combine; there 
were four firms in it altogether. The second 
combine closed operations in June or July 
1902. Thej;evidence mentioned will show 
that Wong! Sun Nam's statement that 
he never was, a partner in the defendant 


firm cannot be accepted. It will show that he 
is very unreliable when he states that he never 
was a partner al any time. If Your Lordship 
is satisfied with the evidence produced that 
Wong Sun Nam was a partner in March 1901. 
you will hold! that his partnership continued till 
a later date unless he publicly advertised to the 
contrary. e cannut get rid of the res; on- 
sibility unless he giyes public notice of retire- 
ment, but he} says that he never was a partner. 
I shall call before you as a witness Mr. Chan 
Kwong Loong, a contractur who has been 
carryiog ney pear for some years in Hong- 
kong, and he will say that a man came to him 
at the latter end of 1901 and asked him to go 
and see the defendant at the defendant's shop. 
He did go, and saw Weng Sun Nam 
there. ong Sun Nam then told Chan 
Kwong Loofig to build for him nine houses 
on Inland |Lot 591. It appears this was 


should back - 


the first e that Chan Kwong Loong 
had met ong Sun Nam, and when this 
question came up, asked him who he was. Wong 
Sun Nam informed him that he had a share in 


the Kwong|Tak Wing firm. The contract, 
it appears, was for $35,80", and was signed by 
Wong Sun Nam in tha name of Wong Loong, 
an alias. Chan Kwong Loong was partly paid 
in rice, and received orders on various r:ce shops 
from Wong| Son Nam. These orders for rice 
are dated, some in July, and some in August 
1902. That) shows that Your Lordship cannot 
accept Wong: Sun Nam's affidavit saying that 
he never was a partner in the defendant 
shall call one or two flour 

speak as to transactions, 
to 1904, and they will 
lordship that all of them entered 
into contracts with the Kwong Tak Wing firm, 
and that thejonly person who dealt with them 
ong Sun Nam. Action 62 of 1903 
was an action brought against Wong Sun Nam 
in the name lof Wong Loong, in which name 


of Kwong 
reply says that the defendant admits paragraphs 
one and twolin the statement of claim. 

His Lordship— What do you say to that, Mr. 
Calthrop. were you aware of that ? 

Mr. Ualthrop—No, but he, no doubt, was 
aman in that shop, but he will state that he 
never was ja partner. He on'y admits he 
carried on business. He did not say he wasa 


partner. es 
His Lordship—Loose pleading. 
Mr. Calt —Yes, My Lord. 


Bvidence |for the plaintiff wes continuing 
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‘In SUMMARY JURISDICTION. 


Berors Mr. T. Sercomss Smita 
(PuIsng JUDGE). 


CLAIMS AGAINST THE LAI FUNG FIRM, 

Mr. O. D. Thomson appeared for the Yan 
Yut Lai, of 261, Des Vosux Road Central, 
merchants, who claimed $!,000, money deposit- 
ed, from the Lai Fang firm, of 63, Bonham 
Strand Eust, bankers. The defendants failed 
to appear and judgment was given for the 
plaintiffs with costs. 

Mr. Almada e Castra, on behalf of the Wai 
Lau Kang, of 273, Des Voeux Road Central, 
traders, also made a claim of $',0 0 against the 
gime defendants on account of money deposited, 
and received judgment with costs. 


Tuesday, 28th March. 


' IN ORIGINAL JURISDICTION. 
Berorse Sir H. S. BerxkeLey (CHIEF 
JUSTICE). 


WING CHONG FAT FIRM v. KWONG TAK 
WING FIRM. 

The hearing of this issue as to whether Wong 
Sun Nam was a partner in the Kwong Tak Wing 
firm was continued. Mr. H. E. Polleck, K.C., 
instructed by Mr. H. G. C. Bailey (of Messrs. 
Johnson, Stokes and Master). appeared for the 


plaintiffs, and Mr. H.G Calthrop, instructed 
by Mr. G. Hastings (of Mr. John Hastings’ 
; offica) for the defendant. 

Mr. Pollock —I do not int -nd to call any more 
evidence, but I should Tike to address Your 
Lordship on the question of the admissibility 
as evidence of the pleadings and answer io 
action 62 of 1903. In the first place I would 
submit that the case of Allan against Hartley 
raterred to by Mr. Calthrop does not govern 
the present case, because, a: appears from the 
very judgment of Lord Mansfield, the plaintiffs 
wholly discontinued their action. Action 62 of 
1908 is still on the file, and I think that 
this being so I am entitled to call Your 
Lordship’s earnest attention to the fact that 
although the statement containing the admis- 
sion that the defendant was carrying on 
business under the style of the Kwong Tak 
Wing was made in defence in 1903 it remains 
on the record of the Court unamended. [I shall 
pass on to consider the other case referred to, 
Boilean against Rutlin. It is important to 
bear in mind that this case was decided under 
the old rules as to pleading. It was in 1848, and 
it is important to mention that the point 
aolually in issue in this case was as to 
the effect of o bill in Chancery. It is 
distinctly laid down that admissions in pleadings 
are evidence, and it is competent for the 
plaintiff to actually move for judgment on the 
admissions made by the defendant in pleadings. 
This is not the view that Baron Parke took 
under the old procedure, and the reason given 
by him in a judgment why statements in the 
pleatings should not be-accepted by the Court 
as binding was that certain statements were 
made by counsel with a view to contend the case 
made by the other side. 

His Lordship— Yon draw a difference between 
a suggestion by the plaintiff's counsel of his own 
motion and an answer to an allegation of fact. 

Mr. Pollock—Quite so, My Lord. 

His Lordship—There is this to be said in 
favour of your argumeut:—This is not a sug- 
gestion by counsel; it was an admission of the 
plaintiffs’ statement. At the time when Boilean 
against Rutlin was decided, was it possible to 
get admissions ? =. 

Mr. Pollook—J do not know, bul under the 
old practice any statement made in the pleadings 


——. 


had to be confirmed on oath. We submit that 


in this action the only theory possible is that 
this admission was made upon the instruction 
of Wong Sun Nam, because it would be absurd 
to suppose that it could possibly come ont of 
the brain of counsel or solicitors iustructing 
counsel. In the case of Buckmaster against 
Meiklejohn, in 1853, Baron Parke said pleadings 
are not admissions, but merely statements which 


the party wishes to raise for the opinion of the 
jury. Such was the practice in 1853, but it is 
quite obvious that such statements cannot hold 


water for a moment at the present time. 


His Lordship—Judgment can be obtained on 
a statement in the pleadings. 

Mr. Polloo —It is for the court to ask 
whether the admission made is made for some 
technical advantage, or whether it is a plain 
admission of fact. I- is really for the 
court to treat every admission on ils merits, 
and the court as a j iry— 

His Lordship—No, net that, because before 
it gets to that status it has to consider whether 
the evidenca is admissible, 

Mr. Pollock—It is distinctly laid down that 
there is no binding ule in this matter. 
think I have established from the judgment of 
Baren Parke that at that time admissions in 
pleading were not admitted as admissions in 
the sense they are tiken by the court now. 
Can it be suggested for a moment that the 
learned counsel who signed the statement of 
defence suggested to his olieat that he should 
make that admission. The statement of defence 
must deny all material statements in the state- 
ment of claim that-the defendint intends to 
deny at the trail. 

His Lordship—~This admission was not a 
material allegation. 

Mr. Pollook—If it came into court to-mor- 
row unemended, and the defendant lost his 
ease, the plaintiff could ask for immediate 
execution. Your Lordship is entitled os 
jury to take into consideration what is on 
record here. 

Mr. Calthrop—With regard to the legal 
argument brought forward by Mr. Pollock, 


I rely chiefly on the case of Allan and Hartley. 
Pleadings are very frequently amended. Mr. 
Pollock said that the cases quoted, all in favour 
of the defendant, were undor the old rules, 
and do not have any effect now. They are all 
in the latest editions. ; 

His Lordship—I think your best argument 
is that the case 62 of 1908 is still locum 
penetentia, and you may still ask leave to 
amend it, the case uot being concluded. 
There has been no cage like this before. 
The case Lord Mansfield spoke of-was with- 
drawn, whereas here the oase is still pending. 
I do not think I shall admit this evidence be- 
cause the consequences might be very serious. 
I reject as evidence the statement of 62 of 19 3 
on the ground that the proceedings of that 
admission are still pending, and the pleadia 
containing that admissi.n may still be with- 
drawn or amended. 

Mr. Calthrop—A new question is whether 
the defendant was actually a pirtner, and 


not whether be held himself out as. 
a partner. Tho only evidence presented is that 
in February, 191, Wong Shing Tak, who was at 


that time the only partner of the firm in Hong- 
kong, went with the defendsut to the plaintiff 
firm. and then in answer to 8 question put to him 
gave the nams of partuers in the firm, and said 
the defendant was one of them. The defendant 
will deny that he was a partner in the firm. 
I shall be able to show that this firm com- 
menced in 1875 and at that time there were 
twenty partners. The defendant's connection 
with the firm was twelve or fourteen years ago. 
For the last six or seven years he was employed 
as a buyer or seller. The manager was his 
uncle, Wong Shing Tak, and if his uncle was 
away one of the employees of the firm would 
have to use the firm’s chop and sign his name. 
That is how the defendant used the firm's chop, 
and signed his name. Hoe did not sign asa 
partner, but as one of the yersons whose 
business was to carry on the business of the 
firm. When the plaintiffs commenced these 
proceedings they began by juggling two 
other persons into being partners in the firm, 
but they apparently had no evidence - whatever 
to go upon against thes- two, and they dropped 
it. The evidence of these men is not trust- 
worthy when one considers the reckless asser- 
tions made as to who were the partners in the 
firm. 


After some further remarks Mr. Calthrop 
called evidence for the defence, The case was 


adjourned. 


In SoumMARY JURISDICTION. 


Berorz Mr. T. Ssrcomse Sutra 


(Pursxs Jupes). 
age J. FB, 
of Mears. P. 


Two actions were brought 
Haynes, a clerk in the employ 


April 3, 1905.) 
Lemaire and Company. In the first the Hong- 
kong Hotel olaimed $7 for refreshments 
supplied, and jin the other Cheong Lee and 
Company, of |29 and 31, Des Vaux Road 
Central, claimed $182.55 on account of furniture 
. gold and celivpre’. In the latter action Mr. 
‘A: EB. Bonnar (of Messrs Dennys and Bowley 
a .d for| the plaintiffs, and Mr. P. 
Goldrin , wha sought to make a composition, 
for the defendant. Judgment went against the 
defendant in Hoth ac ions, His Honour saying 
that the defendant and Cheong Lee and Com- 


ange any terms of payment they 


YEE WO CHEONG V. EASTERN AND AUSTRALIAN 
BTEAMBSHIP CO., LD. 

vas given in this action. Mr. 

Norman Ferrers, instructed by Mr. R. A. 

Harding, spp ared for the plaintiffs; and Mr. 

ELE. Pollock, K.C., instructed by Mr. John 

Hays (of Messrs. Johnson, Stokes and Master), 

for the defendants. 

His Honopr svid:—In this action Yea Wo 

,inese firm t-ading at 101, Bonham 

ast in this Coleny, seek to recover 

astern and ustralian Steam- 

“ Limited, whose agents in 

: essra Gibb, Livingston and 

he sum of $1,000 as uamages for 


d 


October 

Empire called at Timor and took on board 
a cargo of sandalwood in respect of which 
bills of ing were signed by the defen- 
daots’ agent, Und-r two of these bills of 
lading the Yee Wo Cheong were the 
cousigness, | These two documevts are 4s 
follows :— ! 

“Shipped ‘in apparent ;ood order and well 
conditioned, &., &c., a lot of sandalwood said 
to be 631 pieces, a lot of sandalwood sa.d to be 
78 pieces und a lout of sandalwood said to be 
2,478 pieces being marked and number-d as in 
the margin; etc, etc.” 

The total of the pieces entured in the two 
bills of lading was 8,187, and it is agreed tha’. 
only 3,074 pieces were delivered in Hongkong 
to the consignees. 

If the bills of lading had not contained the 

words “eaid to be” or other qualifying words, 
the shipowners would have had to prove that 
8,197 pieces were not as a fact ae at 
Timor, but that only 3,074 pieces were shipped, 
in order to establish a successful defence in an 
action for damages for short delivery. 

The principal authorities for this propo-ition 
are McLean vy. Fleming L. R.2 H. L. 8c. 128, 
Harro 4ng v. Katz 10 T. L. R. 115 and 400, and 
Smith v. Bedouin 8.N.° 0.(1896) A. C.70. If, how- 
ever, qualifying words, such as those used in these 
bills of lading are introduced, it was argued, on 
theauthority of Jessel v. Bath L. K.2 Ex. 267 and 
Lebeau v. G. 8S. N. Co. L. R.8C. P. 96, thaq 
the onus moved from the shipowner to the 
shipper or consignee to show that, asa fact, 
3,187 pieces and not only 3,074 piecez, were 
received on board by the shipowners. Conced- 
ing that the authorities quoted establish that 
the onus is shifted, I am of opinion that 
the plaintiffs have discharged that onus, 
and proved, as well as could be proved, 
that the number of pieces 3,1 7 ent.red 
on the bill of lading, ss opposed to the 
3,074 pieces actually delivered, were shipped. 
They have also proved that there was a mistake 
in-one bill of lading in which the figures 78, 
should have been 87, as they appear in the 
mate’s receipt as altered by the shipowner's 
agent, and in the Timor Customs Export docu- 
ment. The total number of pieces shipped was 
therefore 3,196, and the shortage was 122 pieces. 

Though I have said enough for the purpose 
of my decision, I will make a few observations | 
on points which arose in the case. The conduct 
in Hongkong of Lai Shuk-hoi. who saw the 
pieces shipped at Timor and accompanied 
them to Hongkong, raises no suspicions in my 
mind that he has testifio! falsely in order to 
enable the shippers in Timor to obtain from 
‘the consignees the price of more pieces than 
those shipped. 

Shorfly, if not immediately after the 
Empire arrived in Hengkong on the 
October, same of the pieces of 
ship 
“Suc 


5.8. 
20th 
sandalwood 


‘by her found their way to Macao, 
pieces were either a portion of the pieces 
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delivered to the consignees, or a portion of the 
pieces on board, but not delivered. © It is 
almost certain that three of these pieces were 
rh a of the pieces deliversd to the plain: 
iff. If that is go.. the effect is only 
to show that the; cousignes have been 
defrauded after delivery, either with or with- 
out the connivance of their servants; for the 
consigness did not send or sell the pieces to 
Macao, and would not be lit ely to send thm to 
a marine store dealer in that « olony, or under a 
false name. The incident cannot affect the 
question of how many pieces were actually 
shipped at Timor, unless, as is not the case, it 
had been ered that Lai Shuk-hoi bad been a 
party to the fraud on the consignees; in which 
case his evidence would have been tainted and 
unreliable. 


1 have no donbt that o misunder- 
standing, not censurable under the cir- 
cumstances, occurred in the record of the 
report made by Yip King-vam at the Water 
Police Station. I oan asoriby no motive to him 
in deliberately making a false rej:ort; but it he 
made a false report, the bear:ny of reporting a 
logs of 220 piculs instead of 55 piculs upon the 
question’ of the number of pieces actually 
shipped at Timor, is not apparent to me. 
Moreover, proof that all the pieces found on 
board were tallied into lighters and thence 
delivered in full to consignees, does not 
establish that all the goods shipped at 
Timor had been tallied and delivered. But if 
it had beeu proved that plaintiff.’ servants were 
on board frem 5 p.m. to 11 p.m. on the 20th 
October when the sandalwood was being dis- 
charged into the Compiny’s lighters, such 
evidenc:, coupled with the evidence of fraud 
practised on the consignees after de‘ivery, 
wou'd have surported a contention not sup 
ported by the evitence as it stands, that those 
servants were privy to, if uot the aotual 
authors of the removal of the missing piecar, 
the value of which is nuw being su-d for; but 
whether this would bave discharged tha sh p 
cwners from the'r liability to deliver the 
xhole amouut proved to have been shipped is 
another question. There will be judg vent for 
the p'aintiffg with costs. I certify for 
counsel, 


Wednesday, 29 h March. 
In ORIGINAL JURISDICTION. 


BeErorE Siz H. 8. BERKELEY (CHIEF 
JUSTICE). 


WING CHONG FAT FIRM V. KWONG TAK 
WI>@ FIRM. 

The hearing of this issue as to whether Wong 
Sun Nam was a partner in the Kwong Tak 
Wing firm was concluded. Mr. 
K.C., instrected by Mr. H. G. 
Messrs. Johnson, Stokes and Master), appeared 
for the plaintiffs, and Mr. H. G.-Calthrop, 
instructed by Mr G. Hastings (of Mr. John 
Hastings’ office) for the defendant. 

His Lordship in giving jadgwent said that 
in his opinion the defendant wasa partner in 
the Kwong Tak Wing firm, and he considered 
the evidence was con‘lusive on that point. —Lhoe 
witnesses called on behalf of the plaintiffs gave 
evidence which, if believed, established their 
position. He saw no r ason to discrelit the 
evidence of the managiog partner and the other 
man, called from the plaintiff firm, who support 
ed his evidence. It was true that the 
managing partner in his affidavit showed some 
uncertainty as to time, but he was only speaking 
approx-m :tely. One knew from one’s own ex- 
perience that a man speaking from memory 
i ight remember a fact and yet might be unable 
to fix the time at which that fact occurred even 
approximately. As regards another comment, 
though Tang iu his «ffidavit did not mention 
the fact of Cheng being present at the time 
when the pe ple from the Kwong Tak Wiog 
came around to the Wing Chong Fat firm and 
interviewed Tang, he did not think that there 
was much weight in that comment in view of the 
fact that Tang was merely mentioning what was 
said by people of the Kwong Tak Wing firm. 
They had it (hat not only did the defendant 
hold himself out as a er; but also the 
admitted head of the firm, Wong Shing Tak, 
said the defendant was a partner. In his 


C. Bailey (of 


H. E. Pollock, . 


opinion that was sufficient to establish 

ship, because it was clear that pe 

might exist without any written 
ment. The two to one argument did not weigh 
with him altogether, because what one had to 
consider when weighing evidence was not the 
quantity but the quality. Tang snd Cheng’s 
evidence for the plaintiffs, strack him 
favourably as compared with that of the 
defendant. He was not obliged, however, 
to rest his judgment solely on the evidence 
of these two witnesses, because he had 
the evidence of two other witnessea on behalf 
of the plaintiffs who were independent. In the 
first place there was the broker who had dealt 
for years with the defendant firm. The broker 
stated that the defendant acted and dealt as if 
he were a partner. Therefore the evidence of 
the two men from the plaintiff firm was borne - 
out by the fact that the defendant did act as a 
partner. Then again there was the evidence of 
the contractor employed by the defendant on a 
large building contract. That man produced 
written evidence to show that the defendant paid 
for the houses partly by orders for rice debited to 
the Kwong Tak Wing firm. The defendant's 
explanation of that was that his uncle hada 
high opinion of him and did not object. That 
explanation seemed to him very unsatisfactory. 
This evidence of the contractor showed that the 
defendant did act as if he had authority in the 
Kwong Tak Wing firm. The defendant and 
his witnesses were no doubt persons who ought 
to know whether the defendant was a partner, 
but he did not think théy were speaking the 
truth. Hc held, therefore, that the defendant 
was a partner in the Kwong Tak Wing firm at 
the time cause of action arose. 

Judgment was given for the plaintiffs on the 
issues of actions 85 avd 86 with costs. 

Mr. Polloc : applied under Section 386 of the 
code for leave to issue immediate execution 
against the defendant, Wong Sun Nam, and 
Mr. Calthrop n't objecting, leave to issue im- 
mediate execution in both actions was granted, 


In SuMMARY JURISDICTION. 


Brerozt Mz. T. Szezcomsr Smite (Puisnr 
JUDGE). 


Monte Ichiro otherwise Tokutaro Nakagawa 
(a Japanese) sned Yasaburo Nakagawa (a Japa- 


nese) for $123, due on a promissory note dated 
94th October 1908 made by the defendant and 
ene Fuku Ohshima. The principal was $100 
which with interest, at the rate of five per cent 
from the 24th October to 10th Maroh, made 
$123. Mr.C E, H. Beavis (of Messrs. Wilkin- 
son & Grist) appeared for the aes and Mr, 
Almada e Castro for the defendant. 

-Mr. Almada e Custro gave notice of a special 
defence, on the ground of the debt being « 
gambling transaction. 

His Honour— A special defence P 

Mr. Almada e Custro—Yes, on account of 
trafic in women. The debt was a gambling 
debt, and a girl was given as security. The 
girl was subsequently released when this pro- 
missory note was made. 

Cross-examined, the plaintiff said he was 
under « banishment warrant. He ‘was to 
have been banished that morning but had 
been granted an extension to wind up 
his affairs. He did not know that he 
was being deported for carrying on a traffic in 
women. He knew a girl named Hatsn Harrata, 
but denied that he held her as security for s 
gambling debt owing to him by Ohshima. His 
claim was on account of monay lent. He did 
not hold Hatsu Harrata as a pledge. - 

His Honour—It cannot be done in this 
Colony, and would be no security as it is 
contrary to the law. 

Mr. Castro.—It was done though, because 
the girl was handed over. : 

The defendant gave evidence that he had been 
a cook ins Japanese hotel. The plaintiff was a 
onstant visitor and gambled there. Ohshimad 
lost to the plaintiff about $109, The girl was 

iven as security. Defendaut gave the pro- 
missory note to secure the release of this 
woman, and he sent her to Japan. 

O Wakisata Yei, a Japanese woman who 
keeps an cating house, bore out the defendant's 


evidence. She tongkt the use the plaintiff 
would have made of the girl yould have been to 
sell her as 8 prostitute. - ~~ > 


218 


His Honour—Here, it appesrs, there was a 
promissory note given by the defendant to the 
plaintiff. The defendant comes into court and 
sete up in defence that it waa an ill-gal transao- 
tion, a gambling transaction, and relies on 
4 and § William IV. Prima facie, always when 
promissory notes are given, it is for a person 
who asserts an illegal construction to show 
that no money was passed or that the transac- 
tian was a gambling transaction. Here it ia 
said that the pr. missory note was given to 
obtain the release of a pearson over whom the 


plaintiff ae no control at all. Judgment for 


the plaintiff. 

B. E. SaGNou v. W. 8. BAILEY AND Co, 

_ ‘Phis wasa claim for commission. Mr. P. W. 
Goldrivg (of Mr. G. K. Hall Brutton’s Office) 
appeared for the plaintiff and Mr. A. C. 
tiolborrow (of Messrs. Deacon, Looker and 
Deacon) for the defendants. 

His Honour in giving Judgment said :— 
~ This is a claim for $130 as commission. Owing 
to; misunderstanding when the action first 

e on, on the 23rd March, the defendants 

re not represented. Thinking the defendants 
had received due notice to appear, and ! 
having waited from 2.15 p.m. to 3 p.m., I took 
the case and gave judgment for the plaintiff 

ith costs, Subsequently an application was | 
made for a rehearing, and considering the 
ands for such reasonable, I consented. The 
plaintiff has not satisfied me that any of the 
work for which he claims commission was work 

in pccordance with the terms of his contract | 
with the defendants, work he himself broughtin ! 

to| the firm. He says that work was: 
brought in to Messrs Bailey sod Company 
by|him, but he tendered for work for which 

hej bad been asked to tender. That seems 
eto be the extent of personal exertion, 
such work, I take it, he was paid at the 
of $150 per month. It was not by pereonal 


exértion that he brought the work to the 
Jaudgment for the defendants 


: of 


| the official despatches or letters between Chinese 
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lands which he claimed, and pould not there- 
fore require the Hengrone government either 
to grant him any right to the land, or to award 
any compensation in respect thereof. 

r. Justice Smith first set out the Convention 
ofthe 9th June 1898 between the Emperor of 
China and Queen Victoris, which ceded to 
Britain the New Territories. He referred to 
the provision of the Convention against the 
expropriation of inhabitants in the New 
Territories, and set out the Order in Council 
dated the 20th October 1898 declaring that 
the New- Territories were part and parcel 
of the Colony of Hongkong. his required that 
measures should be taken to reconcile the 
dominion of the Crown with rights of ownership. 
To effect that object Ordinance 4 of 1900 was 
enaoted on the 23rd July, 1900—the Land Court 
Ordinance. 

The constitution. of the Land Court under 
that ordinance and the powers of that court were 
then dealt ‘with. 

‘the learned judge next referred to the 
application for leave to appeal ; and to the notice 
of motion on bebalf of the appellant to adduce 
further evidence a second time, which was 
refused. He also gave s summary of the 
judgment of the president of the Land 
Court. Before proceeding to examine the 
merits of the claim he dealt with certain 
preliminary points. He held that the nature 
of the proceeeding was in effect an action 
to establish title and that the burden of proof 
lay on the appellant. He minutely dealt with 
the question of the proof, admissibility and effect 
the docam nts adduced as evidence, such as 


departments, petitions of ( hines:, general and 
local statutes of the Chinese Empire, regulations 
of the boards and records of the courts of Uhina. 
He held that official despatches and p titions 
were not admissible in evidence, that the 


general and local statutes were adaissible as 


of the evidence of the experts who produced them 


. aod that where the evidence of the witnesses was 


Friday, 31st March. 
In APPELLA E JUBIS. ICTION. 


rork Siz H. 8. BERKELEY (Curer Justicr) 
AND Mk. ‘I’. SERCOMBE SMITH 
I (PuIsnE JUDGE). 


NG T8Z U. VY. THE ATTORN: Y GENERAL. 
udgment was given in this case. At the 
hearing Messra. M. W. Slade and H. G. 
‘althrop, instructed by Mr. John Harston (of 
Messrs. Ewens and Harston) appeared for the 
; and the Attorney General (Hon. Mr. 
arp, K.C.) and Mr. H. E. Pollock, 
.C., instructed by the Crown Solicitor (Mr, 

F.|B. L. Bowley) for the respondent. 

e Chief Justice said it was an appeal from 
a decision of the Land Court disallowing the 
claim of-the appellant, one of several rival 
claimants, to the absolute ownership of a por- 
tion ef the foreshore at Cheung Sha Wan, 
formerly within the territories of the Emperor 
of China, but since the date of the Kowloon 
Extension Agreement, part of the Colony of 
Hongkong, and officially know as “The New 
‘Verritories.” The foreshore claimed oxtended 
for a length of about two miles along what is 
now part of the northern shore of Hongkong 
Harbour, and comprised an ares of about] 5U acres. 
This foreshore, of little or no, value before the 
Kowloon Extension Agreement, had since its 
inclusion, in Hongkong Harbour becume of very 
high value. In the claim presented to the 
Land Court in 1901 the value was placed. at 
$50,000; but it was stated at the Bar in the 
course of argument on appeal that the value now 
exceeded $2,000,'00, In the couse of bis long 
written judgment, His Lordship decided that the 
appellant's case had failed entirely, and that the 
appellant who formerly held a certain area of 
the foreshore in Chang-sha-wan Bay under 
licences: from the Chinese authorities which 
required him to reclaim the foreshore, was 
obliged by the law of China to reclaim su-h 
foreshore within the pre-c:ibed period of six 

ears from the date of the licence, and havi 
failed so to do, lost by lapse of time all right to 
the foreshore on the 26th August. 1°96. 
Consequently the appellant had at the time of the | 
gion of the Now, Territory (on the Ist July 


1898) no right Of any kind in respect of the 


es 


‘ conflictiog the Court might examine and con- 


strue for itself the passages quoted. The regula. 
tions of the boards were held to be admissible 
as public documents. ° 

s regards the awards and judgments of the 
courts of China the question arose whether 
they were judgments in rem or judgments in 
personam. In quoting Story and Smith’s Leading 
Cases, the Puisne Judge adopted Story’s wider 
language in preference to the narrower 
language in Smi'h’s Leading Cases, so as not to 
deprive the plaintiff of what in deciding 
a nice point of law would have been evidence 
for him. He adopted the view that most of those 
judgments were judgments tn rem and therefore 
conclusive against the world. 

His Honour also dealt in detail with 
the admissibility in evidence of the forty odd 
documents which constituted the oxb ibit 
BNland having dealt with this point pro- 
ceeded to examine the terms “reclaim,” re- 
clamation,” “‘ assessed to land tax,” “ entered on 
the tax register,” “cancelled” and “ exercise 
the right of ownership,”’ which were translations 
of the varivus Chinese terms about which there 
was & difference of opinion. 

The next point dealt with was the procedure 
on appeals from decisions of the Land Court 
which was to follow as nearly as might be the 

rocedure in case of appeal against the 

ecision of t'e Puisne Judge. He pointed 

out that this was an appeal on questions, 
of fact and questions of law, and that so far 
as the question of law was concerned -no 
special cas: had been stated, as required by 
section 36 of Ordinance 4 -of 1873. 

Having dealt with these preliminary matters 
he iy mene ‘the origin and existence of the 
four documents of claim relied upon by the 
appellant and known as AO and AS, and AP 
and AT. He selected AT as a test document, 
‘The appellant's case rested on this document. 
It read as follows:— _—- 

“Foreshore sealed receipt for landholder.— 
The Provincial Treasurer of Kwong Tung in 
the matter of issuing a sealed receipt. I, the 
Treasurer, have received, in reply to my des- 

atch, a minute from their Excellencies the 
lceroy. and Governor approving that land- 
holders should voluntarily report their families’, 
fields/banks, make payment, apply for acquisition 
be granted in the first instancea sealed receipt to 
hold as proof, be permitted to cultivate as usual/ 


f fa ily . ° . . ergs: 
tion, in =) e e district, 
- . of sand water white 

1 has paid in all 


having been received and weighed by s mk 
of the Branch Office, it is proper, as a f 

atep, to issue a sealed recaipt in respect of the 
foreshore thus voluntarily reported itting 
the applicant to cultivate aa by ta use labour 
to reclaim according to the fopr boyndaries qud_ 


, dimensions, and to wait until an acqurate survey 


has been made, when he should take with him - 
this sealed receipt and exchange it for 9 Trea- 
gurer’s certificate. A neces ipt. 
undaries as under :—East, Sham 
the sea; North, salt § the taxed pro- 
Pe of the same family, Isened on the 
Dth day of the 7th moon of the 16th year of 
Kwong Sui (26th Augu-t 1890).” 

The Puisne Judge examined this document 
minutely, Attention was drawn to the phrases 
in it “in the first instance,” “come again to 
exch nge it for a Treasurer's certifieat>,” “hold - 
es proof,” “permitted” aod “applied for 

uisifion.” The document prima facie did 
not confer ownership. It was olear that the 
holder of the document was to take active steps 
to exchange it for a Treasurer's certificate. But 
before the exchenge could take place there was 
to be an official survey. The appellant ar 
that as this official survey’ had not been m 
he could not carry out bis part by exchanging his 
sealed receipt for a Treasurer’s certificate. To 
this it was replied that befora the survey 
could be made the appellant's duty was to report 
that the land wag fit to be surveyed, This he 
had not done and His Honour held ‘that 
this report by the holder of the document was 
a necessiry preliminary to the official survey for 
the purposes of placing the land on the tax 
regiater. 

The learned judge then proceeded to enquire 
whether there was any limit of time within 
which such report had to be made, and stated 
that the answer to this question depended on 
the suswer to another question “was there 
alimit of time within which the land per- 
mitied to be.reclaimed was bound to be re- 
claimed and entered on the tax register?” 
After examining the evidance of the skilled 
witnesses on both sides, the evidence of the 
appellant in the court below and the law of Chins 
bearing on the point, he held it proved that the 
land covered by the appellant's documents of 
claim was required by the law of China to be 
reclaimed or cultiva'ed and eutered on the tax 
register within six yeara of the date of issue of 
ening documenta. namely by the 20th August 

After explaining the Chtk Lo tax he went 
into two arguments eign the sppel- 
lant’s counsel (1) that u imed land 
rightly paid taxes at Chik Lo rate and (2) 
that Treasurer's certificates were legall 
issued in respect of unreclaimed land. Both 
these argumenta were rejected as unggund. 

After this digression he turned again to 
examine the documents of claim, sta that 
prima facie they did not confer ownership 
which accrued only upon the receipt of a trea- 
surer’s certificate accompanied by . ent of. 
taxes. He then dealt with the evidence on the 
question of how ownership waa i and 
after examining the expert evid , the. 
appellant's evidence and the,law of China on the 
subject came to the conclusion that the holder of 
sealed receipts such sa tha appellant's doguments 
of claim in this case did not aire. absolute 
ownership of the land permitted by snch sealed 
receipt to be reclaimed. After making a few 
more remarks upon the tenour‘of those docu- 
ments he wound up on this. point thus— 

“AsI think it would be rash to apply tothe 
document AT any term bearing # definite. 
lezal meaning in Engligh law, I must express 
myself in the following periphrasia concerning 


it. It is's preliminary dogument permitting 
reclamation of certain sandtenk, and in, comrse 


_ Apel 3, 1905. 


of time is to be exchanged for a further and 
final dociseent oalled a Treasurer's certificate. 
After six years from the issue of AT, the 
sandbank must be reclaimed, entered on the 
land tax register and pay tax. If the re- 
olamation is ascotaplishod: within the allotted 


the holder of AT must report that | th 


9, 
faot, whereupon tho officials will have the sand- 
bank surveyed Ownership is not immediately 
soquired by the’holder of AT, but ig conferred 
when, after reclamation aud entry on the tex 
register, the Treasurer's cortificate ig obtained 
in exchange.” 

Before to notice in detail other 
arguments put forward by the appellant the 
learned judge ostablished the proposition that 
only reclaimed land could go on to 


% was asserted for the appellant that 
the judgments of a foreign court were 
the beat pot of the law of that foreign 
country. By English law, however, foreign 
lew must be proved as a fact by skilled witnesses, 
to the judgments contained ta BNI were not 
admissible per se, ag proof of the law of Chins. 
He showed that the Chinese magistrates qould 
not have called segled receipts, which are the 
appellant's doouments of claim, fitledeeda, or Kai 
as the chines character is. He also showed 
that the word “certificate” as used by magi- 
strates in respect of ‘the eame sealed receipts, 
was & misnomer and-that the Treasury receipts 
mentioned in Rule 11 of the Sha Tin K 
Rules, were not the same as sealed receipta 
or a4 Treasurer's certificates. Ha next dealt 
with the argument that the Chinese magistrates 
had recognised that the appellant was the 
owner of the land, which he waa permitted under 
his documents of claim to reclaim. He showed 
that the the same phrase “exercise the right 
of ownership” was used in respect of 
Chinese title deeds and breaming licences and 
sealed receipts, and that the phrase waa one of 
varying: import, the exact meaning of which 
must be arrived at by the examination of the 
document in which it occurred, or to which it. 
related, so that the phrase “to exercise the 
right of ownership according to the certificate ” 
did not mean more than to exercise such rights 
aa the certificate or sealed receipt conferred. 
Another ment of the appellant was that he 
had, with the sanction of a Chinege magistrate, 
granted a perpetual lease of the land he now 
claimed to a Uhinese company for building 
purposes, and that the recognition of this lease 
by a Chinose- istrate proved that he had 
such an estate in the d which he was. 
permitted to reclaim as to enable him to 
carve ont of that estate a lease. The 
Court pointed out that though the magi- 
strate might have recognised the existence 
and registration of thia lease it did not follow 
that the appellant hada legal right to make 
such a lease. The right to make such a lease 
was never investigated in the Chinese courts 
and therefore the magistrates wore never called 
upon to decide whether or not the appellant 
had an estate out of which this lease could be 
granted. The mere fact of registration proved 
no more than that the lease was duly serie cred 
It did not prove that the appellant any 
right as againat the Chinese Government to 
make such 6 lease. It was also pointed out that 
the Chinese word for leasa was used to describe 
sach various documents aa “ breaming licenoes,” 
“sealed receipts” and “lease” proper. The 
term therefore seemed to ba one. of varying 
import depending upon the dooument,to which 
it was appli d. Because it was applied to the 
appellants documents of claim itoould not be 
said that these documents of claim were leases, 
and thet therefore the » 


sbacluta ownership (2) that they conferred an. 

estate out, of which a perpetual lease could be. 

given (3) that a ‘Ereasuror's certificate was, 

tesurd and taxes at Chik Lo rates wore paid, in 
 unreclaimed land. 


Ay ropurds th bali ta of th 

@ subsidiary arguments of the 
plaintiff, the court. held i¢ was not proved 
that the Chinese land register conferred tithe : 
that the Crown was not now estopped. by reagon 
of itsargument in the court below from. argn- 
ing: that the appellant was not owner of the 
land : that. the time limit of thirty yeas. from 
the date of application to reclgim, was not 
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fixed by rule No. ,9 of the She Tin 
Rak r ps: and thatthe aix years’ limit pre- 
sori or the reclamation of sand banks was 
not abolished with regard to the Sun On 
District. 7 
e court proceeded ‘to enquire what was the 
result of the appellant not having fulfilled the 
conditions under which he was permi(ted to 
reclaim. Tho appellant's argument oo this 
point was that the Chinese government had no 
ht to re-enter on the lands comprised 
in his documenta of claim, that sach ¢ right of 
re-entry was not expressed on the face of -these 
documents, and was too severe a measure to be 
implied in law, for the law leaned against 
forfeiture. On the other hand the respondent 
argued that the appellant’s documents of claim 
were on the face of them mere permits, that 
they were iagned upon conditions which 
attached to them by law of China that, 
such conditions not having been fulfilled 
the rights conferred by the permits had 
lapsed. The oral, affidavit and statutory 
evidence on this point having been examined 
indetail by the learned jrdge. he came to the 
conclusion that the law of Chins as propounded 
by the Crown's skilled witnesses was more 
consistent with both the conditions annexed 
by that to, and the general tenour of, the 
appellants docaments of claim, than wes 
the law of China as pecponnel by the appellant's 
skilled witnesses. The judgment ended as 


.| follows :—On the. evidence I hold that AS and 


AT were voidable by the Chinese Government 
on the 20th August 1896. But though that 
Government did not exercise its power of 
avoidance the right to avoid passed to the 
British Government and can be exercised at any 
moment. Iu my opinion that right of avoidance 
has not yet bean exercised. The reason for this 
is that until it had been held that suoh a richt 
of avoidance existed, the Crown was not in a 
position to exercise its right. It may now 
rescind AS and AT, the right to rescind not 
having heen abandoned by the Chinese Govern- 
ment. One of the skilled witnesses for the re- 
spondent declares that under the circumstances 
existing in this oase the land reverts to 
Government. The Chinese Government it is 
elear was never divested of its ownership of the 
soil. It permitted the appellant to enter on 
the soil for the purpose of reclaiming it within 
& prescribed time. That time expired and the 
conditions of occupation remained unfulfilled. 
The permission to occupy came to an end 
therefore when the allotted term had passed and 
the conditions imposed by the permission were 
unperformed. In such a case I can not see that 
there was any necessity for any active steps on 
the part of the Chinese government to cancel 
or avoid the documents of permission. It seams 
to me that the rights conferred by these doca- 
ments having elapsed by effluxion of time, the 
documents themselves became mere waste paper 
having no value. If the documents of claim 
AS and AT are only voidable, I am of opinion 
that the judgment appealed from must be up- 
held. If they are of no more effect than expired 

ermits, the appellant equally fails, for his 
Sooamente on the bh August 1896 to 
confer on him aay right even of entry aad con- 
ditional occupation. [he appeal should be dis- 
missed with costa. ; 


Saturday, lat April. 
In SUMMARY JURISDICTION. 


Brarork Me. fT. Seecomaz SuiTrE 
({PUISNE JUDGE). 
J. ARLEN v. F. LOOK, 
Mr. G. K. |'all Beutton ap 
leintiff, who lives in a fiat Wid Dell, 
anchai Road. The defendant forme rented 
another fiat adjoining the one. cesupied by the 
plaintiff. Both plaintiff and defendant are om- 
ployees at the Naval yard. The two had edispete 
. shout who. aa oe pense aocupy a kitchen. 
The plajntiff, who bad possession, refused 
vacate the. room, and the 
removed al] 


by his boy, pean Bere the 
plaintiff's things out of it ‘The stove at thet 
ime. it hot, the plaintiff's dinner hazing 
ono § oe ony waa Sieg 
‘ landing, and the defendant 


nlied. dawn the 
piping, some shelves, etc. He. broka the cast 


Having dealt with these subsidiary arguments | 


‘ unta 


of the site. 


" pro r of the defendants and not the 
Drthe Conds 


‘present proceedin 


on to the | 


PF) 
fay ontaide $10; pai b of the 


aud for meals 

action. i = 
The defendant contended that he had Fat the 

atoye gut carefully, and had not broken if. He 

admitted he was A the wrong. 

. His Honour-~«It is quite erident you were in- 

the wrong, for you shonld never have (akan out 

the stove whether you were labouring under an 

rind as - our rights or not, 2 ” meals eut- 
eI consider unn and a _so-] 

give judgment for $59.65 only and ata am 


sorry that it is not a good deal more. 


Fos sss mscenosan nse 
POLIOB COURT. 
Monday, Sith March. 


’ Brrors Mz. ¥, A. Haze.anp (First 
: Poxics Maaisrnars.) ; 


REX Y. PUNCHABD, LOWTHEB AND COMPANY. 
His Worship delivered judgment in this 
case asfollows:— — - j 
The defendante, Mesars. Parichard, Dewther 
and Company, were summoned before mo for 
y using cargo boats in the waters 
of the Colony without a licence 


cont to 
Ordinance 10 of 1899, and thw regulations 


made under the authority of the safd Ordinance. 
It was contended by the defendgnte that the 
one baste the abet — Ms the charge, 
were the pro of the Lords Commissione 
of the A om , and not the property of the 
defendants. 


In support of this contention the solicito 
for the defendants put in a copy of a section 
of the contract made between the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty and the 
defendants, Messrs. Punchard, Lowther and 
Company The section is as follows :— 

“Until the completion of the works to be 
carried out under this contract, all temporary 
buildings, appliances, p!ant, and machinery of 
all description proviled by the contractor for 
use on the works shail, from the time they are 
placed on any part of the site set apart by the 
« ivil Engineer-in-Chief for the works at Hong- 
kong, become the sbaolute Property of the Lo 
Commissioners of the Admiralty (but subject 
to the use thereof by thé con ror an 
other person or persons—employed on his behalf) 
and shall not be removed from any of the sites 
—without the previous consent in writing of 
the Civil Engineer-in-Chief. On the Foal 
completion of the works the whole of the tem- 

rary buildings, soppy onees &o., &c., referred: 
to in this clause shalt be removed by and at the 
cost of the Contractor, and upon such removal 
shalt revest in and become the property of the 
Contractor.” j 


rin will be hirer ae the above section of 
agreemen’ ore an: vests 
in the Lords Commissioners of reed 
it is a condition precedent that it should onl ly 
vest Bites Bae time they are pivced on any 
of the site.” no stretch of language 
Pe eating with woos can a pais boat used 
for conveying materials to these works be 
regarded as having been “placed on any part 


T am moreover of opinion that it was not in 
the contemplation of the parties at the time of 
conn: thames agreement that vessels used in 
oonrey g materials should be included in the 
sald se i 


on. 


for the | be canstrued most strictly ® promines 
a | | and in favour of the Hbarty of the promfsar. 


es therefore of opinion that the cargo boats, 
the subject matter of this charge, “are tho 
Commissioners of the. Lah ry: 

. By the regulations made under the Ordinay 


to | it is deduced that alt cargo boats must be daly 
defendant, assisted | | 


I therefore convict the defendants, As the 
i procee are. ig the nature of's test 
_ I propose inflicting a nominal penalty of 


; Mr. Wilkinson, solipitor for the defendants 
—TI beg to make an application, under Seotion 


220 
97, for Your Worship to review your decision 
that these cargo boats do not come within the 
meaning the word “plant.” 
His Worship—They must be placed on the 
ite : 


Bite. ; | 
Mr. Wilkinson—Tho ‘only witness said that 


the cargo boa wore included in the word 

ss t,”” and were ite. 

ren the very re slaoa(l spon. te walt PE Soke 
is Worship—I told you that no admission 

was binding on me. 

Mr. Wilkinson—To properly construe a 
document the firat thing is to find out 
what was the intention of the parties. The 
intention was evidently this:—I: case of the 
firm failing, everything in connection with 
doing the work should revert to the 
Admiralty. Thess cargo boata were purchased 
expressly for the work, 20 it is abundant] 
clear that they form part of the plant. It 
would suit my clients admirably if your 
decision were correct. The site, however, is 
the whole area of the dock, and at one time 
consisted of land covered by water. It is all 
reclamation and at the commencement of the 
contract there was no land, or very little. On 
this ground I ask Your Worship to reconsider 
-your decision, and if you require evidence I 
shall call Mr. Williams to prove that the cargo 
boats are always within this area. 

tlis Worship—I am afraid a rehearing must 
be refused, but I give you leave to appeal. 

.Mr. Wilkinson—I ask you to take a note of 
Mr. Taylor’s admiasion that ths boats belong to 
the Admiralty. 

His Worship—No, that has nothing to do 
with it. 

Mr. Wilkinson—I wish to call evidence to 
poe that these boats are anchored within the 


His Worship—If you wish it, under the 
circumstances, I will allow that. 

Mr. Wilkinson—I wish to call evidence as to 
where thess boats were placed. 

His Worship—Very well, on Wednesday at 
twelve o'clock. 


—_ _— 


Wednesday, 29th March. 


Brroze Me. F. A. Hazetanp (SEconpD 
Potick MAGISTBATE). 


REX V., PUNCHARD, LOWTHEE AND CO.. 

After judgment was given in this case on 
Monday, Mr. Wilkinson, solicitor for the 
defendants, obtained permission to bring evid- 
ence fo prove that the cargo boats used b the 
defendants were anchored in the Naval Yard 
Extension basin, “ on the site,” and were there- 
fore a part of the plant the property of the 
Lords Commis-sioners of the Admiralty. 

Mr, A. J. Williams, the défendants’ repre- 
sentative at Hongkong, produced a plan of the 
site of the Naval Yard Extension forthe pur- 
poses of the defendants’ contract. The plan 
showed the whole Naval Yard Extension 
to be under water. The cargo boats were 
placed on this site in a position now 
dry land; that was, immediately after the 
cargo boats were purchased. Since then they 
were always brought to anchor there except 
when at work. The term “ plant” included the 
whole machinery and tools. He had experience 
of similar contracts. The word “plant” included 
the whole of the appliances in similar contracts 
except consumable stores. There wore thres 
kinds of plant,—stationary, moveable and float- 
ing. Ifa steam engine carried material to the 
site that would be included in the word plant. 
Since he had been in the firm these boats had 
always been understood by him to be included in 
the plant, The Admiralty had always considered 
them to come withiu the word “ plant.” (none 
occasion they gent e boat, a dredger, to Messrs. 
Butterfield and Swire, but before doing s0 had 
to obtain the consent of the aes 

Cross-examined by Mr. B. H. R. Taylor 
(the Assistant Harbour. Master). These boats 

_were used for ing material from various 
és in the New Territory to the works. The 

m arranged where the boats were to go and 
what they were to get. The Admiralty did 
not give any orders. The boats were under the 
complete control of the firm for the parposes 
of the contract. — 

By the Court—They had five large 
cargo boats, five small ones and four large 
lighters. 
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Mr. Taylor—I would like to point ont that 


| if these boats cannot be prosecuted, any junk 


man can lend a boat to someone else and no one 
would be liable to any penalty. 


Mr. Wilkinson—The owner would be liable. 
Worship— Yes, there is no question about 


Mr. Wilkinson—Regarding Your Worship’s. 


decision that these boats do not come within the 
terms of clause 22 of the contract, by which all 


the plant immediately it is placed on the 


site becomes the property of the Admiralty. 
I would pviot out that by the evid-nce 
of Mr. Williams these boa!s form a part 
of the plant and were placed on the site. 
The site merely means the position. You 
would speak of the site of the battle of 
Trafalgar. The site in this contract could not 
pay refer to land because, as is shown 
y the plan, the whole site was under 
water when the contract was entered into, 
so nothing conld be placed on it except 
on or under water. A proper construction 
can only be derived at by finding out what was 
in the minds of the parties when the contract 
was made It is abundantly clear that the 
object and intention of the clause in the con- 
tract was to enable the Admiralty, in the event 
of the firm being unable to carry out the work, 
to take advantage of everything bein. used 80 
that these things might be used by the persons 
employed to take the place of the contractors. 
These boats have been regarded as part of the 
plant and the property of the Admiralty both 
by the contractors and the Admiralty them- 
selves. . 

His Worsbip—In this case I am not able to 
alter my decision. ‘Che words placed on the site 
must mean not only over but attached to the 
ground. A similar fine to that I mentioned 
($5) is inflicted. 


MARINE MAGISTRATE’S OURT. 
— eee 
Baturday, 26th March. 


Berors Hon. Capt. L. Barnes LAWRENCE, 
R.N. (Marine MaGistRaTE). 


Capt. Currie, of the s.s. Queen Eleanor 


charge eighteen of his crew with impeding the 
progress of the ship by refusing to proceed to 
Japan. The defendants, he said, hal signed 
articles to proceed to anywhere between 75 deg. 
North and 60 deg. South. On arrival at Hong- 
kong ou themorning of the24th, complainant was 
ordered to proceed to Sasebo, Japan, by Messrs. 
Dodwell and Company, the local agents. When 
the ship was ready to proceed to sea the 
defendants came aft and refused to proceed ss 
there was contraband of war on board. Com- 

lainant tried to persuade the men they were 
in the wrong, but they refusel to alter their 
decision. 

The defendants said they did not know 
when they signed on that the ship was going 
to Japan. 

His Worship reasoned with the men, pointing 
out that by refusal to comply with the terms of 
their agreement they rendered themselves liab‘e 
to punishment. If there was any reasonable 
danger to be apprehende: from proceeding to 
Japan he would be the first to recognise it, but 
there was no greater danger attached to the 
trip than ordinarily attended a seafaring life. 
The knowledge that coal was considered to be 
contraband of war did not apply in their case, 
as the coal was not intended for, or consigned 
to a belligerent power. It was for th: port of 
Sasebo. 

The men, still refusing to proceed in the 
ship, were ordered to be imprisoned for twelve 
weeks, and to be reshipped on board the Queen 
Eleanor should she return to port before the 
expiration of the sentence. 


At the annual meeting of the Shanghai Ice, 
Cold Storage, and Refrigeration Co., Ld., held 
on March 20th, the Chairman (Mr. Geddes) 
was able to congratulate the sharebolders on 
the first really good year the comnany has seen. 


The report and accounts were adopte!, a d a. 


dividend of six per cent. to shareholders on the 
registers on the 20th inst, declared; Messrs. 
C. E. Geddes, J. Grant Mackenzie, and J. 
Prentice were re-elected directors, and Mr. J. 
H. Osborne auditor. 


[April 8, 1905. 
COMPANIES. - 
HONGKONG HOCKL CO., LD. 


The ordinary meeting of shareholders 
in the Hengkong Hotel Company, Limited 
was held on March 28th. Mr. W. H. Potts 


(chairman) presided, and there were also 
present Messrs. E. Osborne and W. Parfitt 


(directors), Mr. C. Mooney (secretary), Captain 
W.E. Clark, Captain F. D. Goddard, Messrs. 
E. J, Chapman, D. Clark, A. H. Skelton, 
J. A. Jupp, Ho Fook, Ho Kom Tong and 
Lo Cheung Shin. 

The CHalRMAN—Gentlomen—T he report aud‘ 
accounts having been in your hands for some 
days, I will, with your permission, take them 
asread. You will have noticed that the balance 
at oredit of working account shows an increase 
of 310,901.76 over the corresponding period of 
1903, but the net balance of profit and loss is 
only $1,718.98 in excess. This is accounted for 
by the smaller amount brought forward from 
the previous: half year, viz., $1,990, and increased 
interests on Debentures and Bank overdraft. 
It is gratifying to once more show 
an increase, the two previous half yeara 
having shown a Jarge d-orease; we are still, 
however, far behind the earnings of two years 
ago. During the greater part of the six months 
under review, the revenue from tourist and 
transient visitors sowed little or no improve- 
ment, and we have had to depend mainly oo 
monthly boarders at rates which, though they 
are supposed to b.- high, in reality would only 
yield about four per cent. on capital, if the 
Hotel had to depend entirely on them. Our 
new building, Hotel Mansions, is nearing 
completion, and we should like to dispose of 
the balance of the debentures to meet the 
cost of the same. Repairs and renewals have 
exceeded the: amount appropriated at last 
meeting by $874.77, an! there is every prospect 
of a further increase, as over and above the 
ordinary outlay, the outside of the building will 
shortly need painting. We have reduced the 
Electric light plant by the $20,0:0.00 set asida 
for that purpose in September, 1908, as we do 
not consider it a marketable asset. Before 
moving the al poy of the report and accounts 
T:will be please 
shareholders may ask. 

There being no questions the CHAIRMAN 
moved, and Captain GoDDA&D seconded the 
adoption of the report and accounts. This wae 
carried. 

‘Mr: CuaPman proposed the re-election of 
Mr. Osborne as Director. 

Captain CLarK seconded and the motion was 
carried. 

‘Mr. D. CLABK proposed the re-election of 
Messrs. Jeffries und Lowe as auditors. 

Mr. SKELTON seconded and the motion was 
carried, 

The CHAIRMAN.—Dividend warrants will 
be ready on application after to-morrow mor- 
ning. That is all the business, gentlemen. 
Thank for your attendance. 

Captain Gopparp. Before we leave I beg to 
move a vote of thanks to the directors, 
manager and staff of the hotel for the ped 
work done, and the report on the business 0 the 
year, If it continues as good as during the 
past yer or two the shareholders will not 

owl. 

” Mr. Jupp seconded 
The CHaIRMAN.—Thank you. 


: 
* GEO. FENWICK AND CO., LD. 


EXTRAORDINARY GENBRAL MEBTING. 

A second extraordinary general meeting of 
this Company was held at the Hongkong Hotel 
on the 31st March, for the purpose of confirming 
as a special resolution, the reselution passed‘ 
at an extraordinary general meeting ef the 
Company held on the !1th March last, and 
previously published in these colamns. There 
were present :—Mr. A. Rodger (Chairman of 
Directors), Mr. W. Parlane (Director), Dr. 
W. G. Winterburn (General Manager and 

) and Mesars G. de Champeeux, T. 
Arnold, J. L Andrew, W. H. Purcell and J, 
K. MeCorquodale. : 

The Secretary having read the notice 

and the resolution 


convening the meetin. t 
passed at last extrac i general meeting. 


to answer any questions which - 


i 


April 3, 1905.] 


the CHAIRMAN said :-~Gentlemen—This meet- 


ing has been called to iconfirm. the special 
resolution just read ,to you, and passed 
on the llth of this month at a special ex- 
traordinary general uiedting. With your 

ermission I b-g to propose that the resolution 

now confirmed. 

Mr. Ds CHAMPEAUX seconded the proposi- 
tion, which was carried unanimouely. -, 

The CHAaInmMan—Gentlemen, that is all the 
business. Thanks for your attendance. 


CAMPBELL, MOORE & CO., LD. 


ANNUAL MERTING, 

The nineteenth ordinary annual meeting of 
. shareholders in Campbell; Moore and - om, any, 
Limited, was held at the Company's offive, No. 
29, Queen's Road Ceniral, on the 3ist; March 
Mr. J. W. Osborne (Chairman) presided, and 
there were also present Mr. M. A. A. Souza 
(Secretary), Messrs. A. O’D. Gourdin, Dang- 
chee, V. P. Musso Peralta and Captain Ul«rke. 

The CHAIBMAaN—Gentlemen—The report and 
aocounis have been in your hands for several 


days. With your permission we shall follow the 
usual course and take them as read. Nothing 
can be stated that would give shareholders 
more information than that contained in the 
accounts. The business here and at the branch 
establishment is prosperous, and I look forward 
to a successful year and hope that next year we 
shall give as good a return as we do now, or 
better. Before proposing the adoption of tho 
report and accounts any questions shareholders, 
like to ask I shall be pleased to answer. 

There were no questions. The adoption of 
the report and accounts was proposed by the 
CHAIRMAN, seconded by Mr. A. OD. 
GoURDIN, and carried, 

Captain CLARE# proposed the re-election of 
Mr EOD. Gourdinas \uditor. Mr. DANGCHEE 
seconded, and it was-carried. 


The Report of the Board of Directors to the 
nineteenth Ordi Meeting of Sbareholders 
to be held at the Company's Office, No. 29, 
Queen's Road Central, on Friday, 31st March, 
at 12 o'clock, noon, is as follows: - 

Gentlemen,—The Directors have the plea- 
sure to lay before you the accounts for the 
twelve months ending 3ist December, 1904, 
showing a credit balance of $8,171.74 which, 
ete your approval, your Directors propose to 


with as follo 
.. $3,670.00 


ws i 
To pay a Dividend of 39 per cent 
i 600.00 


» pay Directors’ Fees... . 
, Write off Fixture and 

accounts... 289.15 
To place to Reserve Fund account ... 2,500.00 
» carry forward to next year’s account 1,182.59 


tee 


Farniture 


$8,171.74 
Your Directors are glad to be in & position to 
state that the business of the Company has been 
steady during the past few months, and there 
is every probability of showing as good results 
for the present year’ 
The accounts have been audited by Mr. A. 
O'D. Gourdin, who offers himself for re- 


election. 
J. W. OsBornn, 
Chairman. 


The accounts are as follows :— 
BALANCE-SHEET. 
From 1st January 1904 to 3ist December, 1904. 
« ASSETS. : $ oc. 
To stock— . 
Value of stock on hand ............... 
‘Oo accounts r i le— 
Due from customers ............ cee cee ee eee eee 
To cash— 
Amount on hand oo... cesses ereeeeeee 379.01 
To Chartered Bank— 
In current account ....c. cc eccceeseecesseeeee 3,376.70 
To fixed deposit— ' 
With Chartered Bank of I. A. and China 8,500.00 
To fixtares and farnitnures— 
‘Written off as per resolution passed 
Stat March, 04 .....ccceeceeee 126.58 


esscesee 14,046.79 
5,359.46 


500.00 
Less sale of electric fana ............ 175.00 


325.00 
Since added o.oo... eee eee cece eee MALS 


To insurance account— 
Unexpired premium paid in advance .. ... 


$27,465.76 


789.15 
14.67 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE. EREPORT. 


LIABILITIES. $ 6. 
By cap‘tal— 
1,200 shares paid up at $10 each 
By acoounts payable-— 
Due to sun Creditors ........0.2.--..2. cee 
By reserve fund— 
As per last account .............. ...$8,5/0.00 
Added as per resolution passed. 
81st March, 1904 .................. 3,000.00 
5,500.00 
126,30 
8,171.74 


By unclaimed dividends and bonus ............ 
By balance at credit of profit and loss 


WORKING ACCOUNT. 


To charges ..... 


d 

As passed at m 
To dividend— 

30 per cont. passed at meeting 3lst March, 
To directors’ foes oo... cccessseeessee eee neaees 
To furnitures and fixtmres ..........cccceceeee coe 
To anditor’s fees ............ 02.22. cee eee 
To rent............ 0... 

To insurance ..... 
To stationery wc ccccseecseensecnes 
To bad debta— 

1801 ... 


1902 ... 
1903 ... 


To balance oo... .cceec cee cee cee cee cee cee cee eee eee uas 


count... .. 
By interest ... oc ee 
By sales and shop returns 
Lesa cost of stock... 0... 


By balance brought forward from last ac- 


By tramafor fe@8............csessessease centre ceeene nes 
$31,967.77 


RESERVE FUND. 
To balance 3lst December, 1904 ............... $5,500.00 


$ oc. 

By balance 3lst December, 1903 .........610-.. 8,500.00 
By added as per resolution passed 3lat 

March, 1904 ...........cceees see cee seer eee ee 2,000.90 


$5,500.00 


WATKINS, LIMITED. 


The annual meeting of this Company was held 
+ noon ban diei Mr. G. A. Watkins presid- 
led and there were also present Messrs. Chan A 


Fook (Secretary), Chow Han Wah, Wang 
Leung Him and Tsang Yut Kai. 

The CHAIRMAN in proposing the adoption 
‘of the annual report siid:—dentlemen,— 
With your permission I propose to take 
the General Managers’ report for last year 
as read, and proceed at once to make the 
lfaw remarks I have in my mind. From the 
statements now before you, you will see that 
substantial amounts have been written off the 
two assets ‘Aerated Water Plant’ and ‘Shop 
Fittings and Furniture’ and trust that these 
appropriations meet with your concurrence. 

The next item amongst the assets calling for 
notice is the building, which appears as only 
$15,040 against last year’s figure of $22.720. 
The difference is accounted for by the 
reduction of the monthly instalments paid 
off during the year under review. The 
instalments, I may add, were treated as 
rent and debited to the Working account of 
1904 out of the profits of the year. One more 
item, and we will finish with this side of the 
account, and that is the balance of $2,000 (whioh 
has since been paid in full)—due from Messrs. 
‘J. C. Logan & Co. for the purchase of our 
launch, which was sold to them last December. 
Now for the liabilities:—The bills, loans and 
accounts payable all show a decrease as compared 
with last year, amounting together to over 
815,000. But, unfortunately, the bank over- 
draft amounted to nearly $10,000 more. And 
it is due entirely to this foct that 
your General Managers find themselves compell- 
ed to carry forward all last year’s tas 
$12,604.82, instead of paying the usual 10 per 
cent. dividend. Profit and loss account exhibits 
a oredit balance of $12,604.82 against $11,042.22 
of the previous year, an increase of $1,562.60, a 
result which the General Managers trust the 
shareholders think satisfactory. I don’t think 
there is-anything else in the accounts calling for 
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any special attention, but I shall be pleased to 
give any forther information which any: of you 
gentlemen-here may wish to ask.. Tho-recsipta, 
or sales, during last year show an increase. and 

is year, so far, may be considered as 
satisfactory. 

Mr, Couw Han Wad second the proposition, 
which was carried. 

The CHarrmMan—That is all the business 
peat thank you for your atteridance to-day. 


hope that next time I have the paar 
of declaring a more substantial dividend, and be 
able to tell you that dividend warrants will bg 
ready the following day. 

The report said — 

PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOURT: 

After providing for all bad and doubtful 
debts, and including the $1,042.22 carried 
forward from last year, the balance at credit 
of this account amounts to... .» 916,604.82 


From which has to be deducted the 
following sums written off as deprecia- 
tion, viz. :-— 

From plant and machines-...¢2,000.00 
From furniture and fixtures.. 2,000.00 


— 4,000.0 
Leaving, available, the sum of... ...$12,604.82 
which sum the General Managers propose to 
carry forward to the current year’s account. 
EQUALIZATION OF DIVIDEND FUND. 
The amount at credit of this fund remains as 
before, $4,802.57. 
AUDITOR. 
The accounts have been audited by Mr. 
A. O’D. Gourdin. 


ee 


Accounts are as follows :— 
BALANCE-SHEERT. 
&lst December, 1904. 
LIABILITIES. 
Capital 10,000 shares at $10 fully paid ap... 
Equalization of dividend fund ............... 
Unclaimed dividenda .. ............. 
Russo Chinero Bank ... 
Bills payable................4 
Loans payable .............6 
Acoounts payable :—Trade Bills.. 
Sundry 


Building mortgage loan... 


Profit and logs account ........cecee eee. enone 
. $188,738.34 


ASSETS. 8 6. 
Aerated water plant, as per last 


2 sregeeee st ee alee 


Shop fittings and furniture &c., 
as per last statement 
Bince added wicseicscecsesserees 


Less written off ............cc00 


see & Shanghai Banking Corporation 
Licenses attaching to 1905 «200.00... ees 
Stock, &0., with Branches...........0.....scceee 
Stock om hand ...........ccsccesees cee ca eeeeeeaeeees 
J. 0. Logan & Co.—balance due for pur- 

chase of steam launch....................665 
Accounts receiveable :— 

le aocounts............ re 
Bundry debtors... cece 


PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT. 


To loss On sale of steam launch ............... 
To amount written off for depreciation :— 
From Aerated water plant......$ 2,00.00 
From shop fittings & furniture 2.000.010) 


To alan 00 sieceissessa es veses Biices des s0005 vec segues 


By balance forward from lastyear §11 042.22 
Lesa 10 per cent. dividend ...... 10,000.00 


By net profits made in the year 1904,—leas 
bad and doubtful debts written off......... 


1,042.22 
15,862.60 
$16,904.83 


eel 


At the end of the year 1904 the balsnos 
standing to the-credit of the Chinese Recreation. 
Ground was $5,276.61, as against $4,519.75 for 
1905. Disbursements for the year totalled. 


$571.21, and receipts $1,328.07. 


00 
HONGKONG ROPE MANUFACTUR- 
ING COMPANY, LIMITED. 


The report of the Directors of this Company 
for presentation to the Shareholders at the 
twenty-first Ordin General Meeting on 
Saturday, &th April, 1s as follows— 

Annexed we have the pleasure to lay before 
shareholders the annual statement of accounts 
made up to the 3lst December 1904. 

The net profit including the balance 
brought forward from last year amounts to 
$121,187.07. which it is proposed to appropriate 
as follows :—= 

To place to Reserve Fond ... $10,000.00 

To pay a Dividend of 20 percent 100,! 00.00 

To carry forward to next year’s 

acoount we eee 11,137.08 


Oonsuitinc Committen.—Mr. J. H. Lewis 
havicg left the Colony, Mr. H. P. White was 
invited to take his place on the consulting com- 
mittee, and Dr. J. W. Noble was also invited 


to join the committee. In accordance with 
articles of association, Mes rs. A. J. Raymond, 


D. E. Brown, H. P. White and Dr. J. W. 


Noble retire, but offer themsel: 8 for re-election. 
Avprrors.—The accounts have been audited 
by Messrs. T. Arnold and W. f. Potts, who 
are recommended for re-election. 
SHewan Tomes & Co. 
General Managers, 


The accounts are a3 follows i— 
PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT. 
For the year ended 3lst December, 1904. 


Tntorest .........c0sscccsssecass see coccoveccsesersseees 
Exohange ...... 2.0... ... sce ccc cee ccs cee eee aee eee 
Auditors’ fo08 oi... cee ceeccene cee eee eee cee eee ees 
Consulting committee fees ........cccccee cee eee 
Pepsi cinton for 1904 written off ..... 

OR ccc cannes rence see co cvc tO nus enes 


Balance brought forward from 13 
Balance from working account ............. 18 


BALANCE-SHEET. 
LIABILITIEA, 


pald ap... eee 


Capital :— 

10,000 shares at $50 

Reserve fund .......... seni oeiciiodde 
” Sundry creditora .......c.cee cess ce eeeceeeeeees 


Due to General ED sess nvices sooaevweesceiase 
Heogkong and Shanghai Banking Corpora 
° Soibes 


MN faa, hahaede Se eowa sence eetlee a aan tenes 
Balance of profit and logs acoount............ 


AS8ETS, 
and, fao tory, machinery &. 
as per last account............$245,000,0u 
Bince expended ............... 6,151.14 


$251.151.14 

15,151.14 
——-—— 236,000.00 
Bope, hemp &o. in factory, valued at 267,257.91 
Rope on consignment, valued at..us...... 98,476.00 
Fire insurance premia, for 1905 ............... 1,422.31 
Sundry debtors... -.. 22.20.00 -6ccee ecco 95,950.25 
i 2,435.23 


Less depreciation ............... 


go . ° 
o,f" shares in the 

Light and Power Co., Ld. 

(New issue) at $8............., 


$751,941.70 
———eEeEee 


CANTON NOTES. 


rr 
[FxOM THE “CHUNG NGOI SAN PO.”] 


CANTON-HANKOW RAILWAY. 


Though the gentry and merchants of the 


provinces of Canton, Hupeh and Hunam have 
contemplated and worked for several months 


for the p se of regaining the rights and 
privilege of the Canton and Hankow railway, 
the work of which has now been practically 
suspended, no final settlement has yet been 
arrived at, the financial question being hardly 
mastered. A oensor named Wong Cheong 
Lin has recently memorialized the Throne 
asking to take steps to settle the question 
without unnecessary delay. In response to the 
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memorial an Imperisl decree has been issued 
ordering viceroy Chang Chih Tung to devise 

lans in conjunction with H. E. Sheng, the 
directo r general of the railways of China, to 
settle the question as soon as possible so as to 
regain the rights and privilege of the railway 
in question for the sake of the Chinese 
merchants who should be awarded adequate 
protection. 

: INTERESTING, 

Pui King-fook, the late Namhoi Magistrate 
and well known “squeezer,” who absconded 
and took refuge in Macao after the arrival 
of the smart viceroy, and was afterwards handed 
back to the Canton Authorities by the Macao 
Government at the request of the viceroy, will 
be banished to Chinese Eastern Turkestan 
ina few days to work at hard labour. The 
viceroy was very anxious at first to fake his 
head off, but as Pni is backed by many in- 
fluential officers in Peking, his execution is 
refused by the Peking Government, so that His 
Excellency was obliged to ask his banishment 
to the place mentioned, which has been 
sanctioned by the Peking Government. The 
yiceroy has alrea'ty sclected two officers to go 
with him to Chinese Eastern Turkestan, which 
is urder the jurisdiction of a Tartar General, 
aod the chief. resort of convicted officials, 
Nearly all the convicted officials who are rich 
enough to pay bribes to the officials, and 
backed by influential friends, are treated ss 
friends instead of convicts when they 
are sent there, and moreover they will be 
given appointments. The Tartar General will 
memorialise the throne in the course of 
one or two years, asking for their release, 
and to restore them their ranks and titles under 
the plea of good conduct. It is now said that 
Pui will be favourably accepted in Eastern 
Turkestan where he has many good friends, 
especially the Provincial Treasurer, for his 
extortion of monoy has already mado him a 
millionaire. 


COTTON CULTIVATION 8PREADING. 
Some geniry in Hing-Ling district where 
there is a large extent of tableland are now 
working hard to encourage the natives to 
cultivate cutton, which is at present chiefly 
imported from foreign countries for the purpose 


of the development of the trade. Some of the 


gentry have been abroad and havo thoroughly 
acquired the knowledge of cultivating cotton. 
They have brought back a large quantity of 
cotton seeds, which they are now distributing 
to the natives who are much pleased to try their 
fortune. The -gentry have also given them 
printed slips containing the way of the 
cultivation of cotton. . 


EDUCATION AT PAKHOL 


The French school at Pakhoi continues to 
meet with considerable success. At the recent 
prize distribution, we learn from a French 
contemporary, Mandarins of all ranks and the 
principal notabilities of the neighbourhood were 
present. The French Vice-Consul at Pakhoi, 
who distributed the prizes, said that during the 
five years the school had been opened, by the 
devotion and skill of the teachers, by the 
assiduity and willingness to work of the students, 
they had seen every year an increase in the 
number of students who were prepared to 
remain the ntimber of years necessary to 

erfect themselves in the French language and 
mropean sciences. He emphasised the utility 
of the French language. akhoi he said, was 
situated near to Tonkin, and the relations with 
the French Colony were so frequent that the 
students would understand the interest which 


they had in speaking a_ langua, which 
would enable them to develop t wiv’ relations 


with the Frevch people, increasing their 
commerce and also qualifying themselves 


for honourable positions in their own sountry, 
Pakhoi or Canton, as well as in Inde-China. 


While impressing on the studen(s the desir- 
ability of learning the French language 
thoroughly, he urged them at the same time not 
to neglect the study of the Chinese language, 
to write it as well as to speak it well, so that 
they would not seem strangers in their own 
country. The h, the report says, was 
translated into Chinese and heartily applauded 
“ especially by the mandarins.” , | 


(April 3, 1905. 
CANTON’S BUODHIST TEMPLE. 


Mr. J. Dyer Ball, in continuation of his 
Y.M.C.A. series of lectures on the religions of . 
China, on March 26th spoke on Baddhism in 
China. Whereas last week he desoribed Can- 
ton's Taoist Temple on this occasion he 
described Canton’s Buddhist Temple :— 

Turning from the narrow street into an 
unpretentious plate k on either hand are two 
large images, guardians of the temple. A 
stone-paved path leads from this smaller shrine 
to a larger one where there are four gigantic 
figures enshrined, the four Deva Kings. This 
is an example of how Buddhism took over the 
gods of the old Hindoo religion. Each of these 

our Maharajas is a King over one of the 
four continents into which Buddhism divides the 
world, They have respectively green, red, white 
and dark faces. One holds a sword ; another a 
guitar, the sound of which causes the whole 
world to listen and hisenemies’ camps to take fire; 
one an umbrella whivh when he raises, a violent 
thunder storm arises, and universal'darkness sets 


in; aud the fourth has a snake which is charmed 
to obey his will. The Devas or popular Hindoo _ 


gods are mortal and limited in power, and made 
inferior to a human being, Buddha. 

As Buddhism took over much from the 
Hindoo mythology in the first instance, so in 
China it borrowed from Taoism, both with 
relation to heaven and hell, in order to attract 
the masses to its worship. King Yama is the: 
Hindoo king of death, but the nine other judges 
of Hades are of Chinese origin. ° 


Continuing through the temple, on each side 


of a quadrangle isa shrine, one to Wei-t’o, 


Deva who protects the Buddhist religion. There 
is another to the God of War, who was a famous 
general in ancient Chins, and is now a Chinese 
state deity. This is an example of Buddhism 
borrowing a god from the land of ita adoption. 
In the main hall there are images of 
the three Precious Buddhas:—Buddha, the 
personal teacher; Dharma, the law or body of 
the doctrine; and Sanga, the priesthood. In 
temples in South Ubina, however, these gigantic 
images are sometimes looked on as the Past, 
Present and Future Buddha. They have altars 
before them on which are placed candlesticks, 
flowers, incense, burners eto. There is also & 
tablet on the central altar to the Emperor. Large 
lanterns hang from the roof, also red camlet 
banners on which in letters of velvet appears the 
sacred name of Amida Buddha. own the 
sisles of the grand shrine are arran nine 
images, the most highly renowned of Buddha’s 
disciples, those who came to China. Two. of 
these are Chinese and sixteen Indians. Altars 
with all their paraphernalia stand in front of 
these, and they also receive worship. Twice a 
day a service is held in this hall by score or 
so of monks, and the big dram and large bell 
are beaten while the t sacred litanies in 
the languages of India, unintelligible to them. 
The monks while thus engaged march in pro- 
cession about the shrine to the accompaniment of 
tinkling bells and the beating of wooden fish. 
In another quadrangle is a marble pagodas 
where is preserved a relic of Buddha. Another 
usdrangle contains a shrine to the goddess of 


ercy. 
In tie temple are the sacred books, complete 
collections of the soriptares of the Buddhiste, 
resented at different times to monasteries by 
Vforent emperors. These books are preserved 
in eight or ten large cases. The priests seldom 
make use of the libraries, being too illiterate for 
that. 

Many buildings are scattered about on either 
side of the main structure. In el aril is a 
- containing enormous pigs, some bei gs 
‘at that they can scarcely stand. 1) 
been offered by devotees, and are prese until 
they die a natural death in the odour of 
sanotity, thus enabling those who have ee them 
there, and the monks, to fulfil one of dost- 
rines of Buddhiam, to preserve life. Fowls, 
ducks, geese and goats may also be seon thus 
enjoying # life of leisure. , 

Dormitories, in one of which mendicant and 
visiting monks are accommodated ; guest 
rooms; the abbot’s apartments ; a refectory, 
where only vegetarian diet is served; and a 
kitchen, where enormous cooking pans are used, 
are alzo worthy ot attention In a 
garden, attached to the temple, is a pond into 
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A SARCASTIC CHINEE. 


April 3, 1905.] 
which live fish are cast by devotees, in for 
the of life. In one corner of this 
en ig a crematory, where the remains of the 
monks are burned, and large tombs where the 
ashes are deposited. Amongst the idols in the 
temple are those of the founder, and former 
abbots. Some of the latter, however, have! 
simply their names on & tablet, and a tablet in 
the refectory is to all the monks who have 
departed this life belonging to that temple. 
The full establishment of monks is a hundred 
but there are probably not more than about 
sixty in the mcnastery at present. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE “DAILY PRESS,” 
Hongkong, 30th March. 
Sir,—As a Chinaman who has studied 
foreign science &c, may I address a few lines 
toyoar honourable paper to protest against the 
prejudices my contemptible countrymen have 
against the idea of Russian rule. As one of 
our sages rays “ Uhanges should if possible not 
be made: buat, if they are unavoidable, then the 
least change should be the one accepted.” ~On 
this principle, Russia is by far the least of the. 
‘ ; Foreign (literally ‘‘ Devil”) nations to rule in 
A meeting of the Hongkong Rifle Associa- | China. She is like our ovuntry in every 
tion was held at Volunteer Headquarters on| respect. She is ruled by an autocrat, she 
March 31. Mr. A. ( hapman presided and nine | freely uses force against the people, she is 
other members, including Mr. M. 8. Northcote | fairly proficient in lying, and above all 
(the Ho orary Secretary), were present. knows how to temper the sternoess of 
The CHAIRMAN—lIt teems to me that the | official rule by reasonable concessions to 
affairs of the Rifle Association have now reach- ! all who are able to pay for them. 
ed that stage when it must bs wound up. I do uot {Ta military tactics—the point in which for- 
see how we can carryon. The range will sion | eigners excel—she is precisely like ourselves. 
be entirely done away with. At present it is | Inferior nations succeed by overthrowing their 


only up to six hundred yards, and that is on | enemies. Russia, like China, succeeds by retreat- 
the road. Interest in the i‘ifle Association has | ing before them. 'She is above the vulgar 
flagged. The Volunteer Reserve Association | success of mere force and, as we Chinese have 
has done much to ‘buck up” shooting. It | always done, finds her strength in her weakness 
does not seem to have many good shots, Lut has | as one of our Classics recommends. ‘)f course 
done a great deal of good. It was thought that | there are some points at which she is inferior 
we might amalgamate with this, but this would | to us. (Every foreign nation is.) I hardly 
be almost impossible because many members of | think that her secret societies quite come up to 
the Hongkong Rifle Association are members| ours. Still the Gna-i-lis (Nihilists?) are 
of the Volunteer Corps, and thus would not-be | fairly powerfnl, though of course inferior to 
eligible to membership. And we should not do , our Triads and Boxers; but they would probably 
anything to draw men away from the ranks of | goon learn a few things from our Houais. So that 
the Volunteers. on the whole, if Russia took China in hand we 
After adopting the report and accounts it | should not be unduly changed—and probably 
was decided to fvind up the Association. could go on much as before, but with no little 
The CHAIRMAN prior to this said he was | extra strength from foreign appliances. Why 
very sorry that such was necessary. then should we not welcome Russia? Her 
Hongkong Rifle Association had been a very | methods (fatze) are much the same as ours. 
useful institution in its time, but circumstances | Recently she posted inflammatory placards 
were against it. about Wareaw and managed to get the British 
Mr, Nortucote said there would not be! Vice Consul there assaulted. This latter 
much of the balance in hand ($364.68) left) ought no doubt !o have been done by some 
when all their liabilities were settled. It was | little boy in the mob, and not ‘by the soldiers; 
decided to dsvote what was left to a trophy for } and the Vice Consul should have been killed 
the new Volunteer Rifle Association. ; accidentally ; but still she evidently knows 
In reply to a member the Chairman said that | the right way to go to work, and would soon 
the winding up of the Association would not! improve in this country and manage things 
affect Interport shooting. It was Colony | quite on the old lines.—Your obedt. servant. 
against Colony, and one of the new Associations TSUNG LI. 
would no doubt see to thit, He thought that peas 
good shots, non Volunteers, might be allowed to 


become honorary members, Britishers of course, 
of the Volunteer Rifle Association, or they 
could join the Volunteer Reserve. 

Mr. M. 8. Northcote was appointed to do the 
winding up. 

In conclusion the CHAIRMAN said he was very 
sorry that it was their last meeting but 
he hoped the members would meet in other 
arenas, ‘lhe meeting closed with a vote of 
thanks to Mr. Northcote, who had kept the 
Association alive for some years. But for his 
exertions it would have been wound up long ago. 

Mr. Noxgrscots said he hoped, as honorary 
secretary of the new Volunteer Rifle Association, 
he would do as much or more for them as 
before. 


HONGKONG RIFLE ASSOCIATION. 
WOUND UP. 


CHINESE POLICEMEN. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE “DAILY PRESS.” 


Siz —I should very much like to know if 
there is a law that empowers the Chinese Police 
to show at any time his “colour” by freely 
using his hands and feet on men and women of 
hig own nationality. If not, then how is it 
that nearly everyday Chinese Policemen are 
s-en assaulting the natives often without any 
or very slight reason ? 

This morning such a case happened on ove 
of the Yaumati Ferry Launches while along- 
side the wharf at Yaumati. A Chinese women 
was standing near the wheel when a native 
policeman came along and without any reason 
or warning struck her on the head with his 


SEIZURE OF COUNTERFEIT COIN | umbrella saying “Go and take a seat over 
there” (pointing to the stern of the launch). 
The woman turned back to see why she had 
been hit. The policeman iu an absurd way 
asked what she was gazing at, and if she wanted 
to ba taken to the Station. The woman said 
“take me if you like.’ The policeman called 
one of his comrades and told him to take the 
woman to the Station, which the man did. 
Now one would like to know what has hap- 
pened to the woman and what she was charged 
with. 
This is only one instance, among many, of 
the impudence of the Chinese lukong. 
Is there no way to prevent this overbearing 
manner of the Chinese policemen towards the 
Chinese people ? : 
Thanking you for the insertion of this letter, 
and apologising for taking up so much space o 

your valuable paper. 
Yours eto. 


— 


Inspector Collett on March 24th charged two 
Chinaman before Mr. J. H. Kemp (Police 
Magistrate) with unlawful possession of counter- 
feit coin. Police agents, while working up the 
case, purchased or secured on credit $52 (face 
value) in counterfeit coin from one of the defen- 
dants. This man was then arrested, aud gave 
information which led up to the arrest of s man 
from No. 241, Des Voux Road Central, an 
emigrant boarding house, At this house was 
discovered $62.60 in counterfeit Chinese money, 
’ $52.40 in bad Hongkong five-cent pieces, a bad 
Straita dollar and a bad Hongkong dollar. The 
first defendant was sentenced to six months’ 
hard labour. The second defendant was 
sentenced to six months’ hard labour and six 
hours’ stocks for unlawful possession of the bad 
Hongkong money, and a fine of $939 for the 
bad Chinese money, or, in default, a further 


term of six months imprisonment. 8.E.W. 


223 ¢ 
KOWLOON WANTS A CLUB. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE “DAILY PRESS.” 


Hongkong, March 31, 1905. 
Sir :—In view of the increasing popelsrt of 
Kowloon for European residence, I am at a loss 
to understand wily there has not yet been « 
club established therein for social and other 
purposes among the numerous Kowloonites. I 
hope some of your readers on the peninsula will 
take the matter up, and call for a meeting to 
give the subject a formal discussion. 
I am, yours &o. 
A WOULD-BE KOWLOONITE. 
| 


VICTORIA GAO L. 


—_—_ 
The oe it of the Superintendent of Victoria 
Gaol and the branch prison (Belilios Reforma- 
tory) for 1904 is printed in the Hongkong 
Government Gazette. Here are «x(racta:— 

The number of prisoners committed to prison 
under sentence from the Ordinary Courts was 
7,305, besides 95 soldiers and sailors sentenced 
by Courts Martial. There were 64 prisoners 
admitted for debt, making « total of 7,464. 
‘There was thus an increase of 191 in 1904 on 
the total number for the previous year. The 
number of prisoners convicted from the New 
Territories was 80, The percentage of convicts 
toithe estimate’ population was ‘067 ss against 
‘075 for the previous year. The number of 
prisoners admitted to prison for offences not of 
a criminal nature was 3,278, including 1,186 
persons convicted under the eae Ordinance. 

Seventeen deaths occurred during the year, 
and one birth. 

There were no executions. 

Fifty juveniles were admitted during the 
year, 34 of whom were sentenced to be detained 
48 hours and to be whipped, the remainder were 
sentenced to various terms of imprisonment. 

There were 798 punishments fer breach of 
prison discipline during the year, as compared 
with 1,903 for the preceding year. There were 
three cases in which corporal punishment was 
awarded, two of which were (with the birch 
rod) sentenced by the Assistant Superintendent 
alone, and one with the cat-o'-nine-tails by the 
same officer in conjunction with a Justice of 
the Peace. ; 

The percentage of prisoners admitted to 
prison with previous convictions recorded 
against them to the total number of admission, 
was 12.26, as compared with 15.92 for the year 
1903. 

The following table shows the daily average 


number of prisoners undergoing imprisonment 
during the past ten years with the percentage 
#0 the estimated population of the Colony of 
Hongkong :— 
Estimated Daily average 
population of number of 
Hongkong. prisoners, 


248,498 


Year. 


1895, 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 . 
1901 
1902 
1903 : 
1904 201 

Owing to the overcrowded state of the 
Victoria Gaol it was again necessary, on account 
of the inadequate cell accommodation, to locate 
as many as three hundred prisoners in the 
corridors. The store rooms over the Hospital 
had also to be used as association wards during 
the greater part of the year. For 241 days 
during the year the daily population of the 
Victoria Gaol varied between 600 and 834 
prisoners, and on 96 days of that period the 
numbers were over 700. The daily average of 
prisoners in the Branch Prison was 74 during 
the year under review. 

The average cost per prisoner was $104.77, 
compared with $108.92 for 1908. The principal 
item towards reducing this cost was the pri- 
soners’ earnings amounting to $33,507.79, the 
co: nding sum in 1903 having been 
$31,488,61. The amount of $33,507.79, was made 
ap from the various industries and. was the diffe- 
rence between the value of articles manufactured 
or work done ($53,449.84) and the expenditare of 


Percen- 
tage. 
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materials ($19,942.05). The sam of $53,449.84 
comprised amounts of $5,512.01 which has been 
or be paid into the Bank and $47,938.13 for 
work done for the gaol and government Depart- 
ments which if it had nof been carried out by 
the prisoners would have had to be paid for to 
contractors, All minor repairs to the prison 
have been carried out by prison labour. 


A MYSTERY SOLVED. 


An elderly Chinaman, Pun Kat Sheung, a 
resident of Canton, who has been in the habit 
of visiting Hongkong once or twice yearly to 
collect money on shares, disappeared mys- 
teriously on the 20th instant. He arrived at 
Hongkong early in the present month, and put 
up ata restaurant in Salt Fish Lane. He had 
with him deposit receipts for $5,000 in 
a defunct Chinese bank, on which he 
hoped to realise. On the 20th March he 
transacted business in various quarters of the 
city and in the course of his transactions 
obtained an advance from one, Li Hin Cheung, 
the accountant of a shop in Hing Loong Street, 
on some of his deposit receipts. While at the 
latter place ho was taken ill, and a chair was 
called to take him back to Salt Fish Lane, but 
on arrival there, being at death's door, the mas- 
ter of the restaurant refused to take him in. 
The coolies then carried the man back to Hing 


' Loong Street where the accountant came out 


and spoke to Pun Kat Sheung two or 
three times, and receiving no answer ordered 
the coolies to take him to hospital. The coolies 
asked for $15 to convey the man to hospital, 
and eventually agreed to do it for $10. Near 


the Western Market the accountant became 
separated from the chair but went on to the 


hospital where he waited in vain for the coolies 
to turn up. He reported what had occurred 
to the police on the 22nd instant, giving 
the number of the chair. The coolies pro- 
fessed ignorance of the whole affair for some 
days, but subsequently said that on becoming 

ted from the accountant, became frighten- 
ed that a trap had been laid for them, and that 
they would get into trouble if found in the 
possession of a $10 bill and a dead body, so 
they decided upon dumping’ the dead man in a 
quiet his was found on the hill side 
off Lyttelton Street, West Point, where the 


bedy was found under their directions. ‘‘he 
papers and money on the body remained intact, 


JEWISH RECREATION CLUB. 


A meeting of the Jewish communtiy was 
held on the 28th March at Messrs E. D, 
Sassoon & Company’s Office to pass the rules 
and regulations of a Jewish Recreation Club. 
Mr, C. 8. Gubbay was in the chair, Aftersome 
digcussion the rules drawn up by a committee 
previously appointed were agreed to. It was decid- 
ed that the Club should be opened next month. Mr. 
Simmon was elected Secretary, and Mr. I. S. 
Perry, Treasurer. The Trustees of the “ Ohel 
Leah” Synagogue have granted the Club the 
use of the ground adjoining the Synagogne, 
subjected to the following conditions :— 

1. Members of the Synagogues only are eligi- 
ble to join the Club, — 

2. Ladies whose husbands, brothers, fathers 
and sons are not members of the “ Synagogue ” 
are eligible for membership of the Club by 


’ paying aa annual subscription of $3.00 to the 
8 


3. The Gambon of the Club will be held 
responsible for the state and condition of the 


. ground, and pay for its upkeep. 


4. The Rules and Regulations of the Club 
must be submitted ree Committee of the 
Synagogue f 5 

5. The Groent tance. be entirely closed for 
games on Saturday, and at any time when 
Divine Service is bemg held. 

6. No game but Tennis, Croquet and Bowls 
ate allowed to be played on the Ground. Other 
games than these must first have the sanction 
and approbation of the Synagogue Committee. 

7. The Trustees of the “ vee var e Sya- 

to be J embers o C) 
Sere etre Ballo 

Thirty-five members have ro | ga 
their intention of joining the Cla early 
$1,000 has already been anbescribed by the J« 
Community te meet the necessary expenditure. 


OER gt er rt 


CHINESE AND JAPANESE 
PORCELAIN, 


- -— 


The following references to the art ceramics 
of China and Japan, extracted from a private 
letter published in the Peking and Tientsin 
Times, will interest collectors. They were writ- 
ten some years ago, by an cana who was 
visiting Japan after twenty seven years of life 
in a Chinese community. ‘‘Most of the 
porcelain to be seen here is modern Satsuma. 
Ivory white ; crackle under glaze ; painted with 
several colours and with much gilding,—its 
most prominent features being its yellowish 
colour, like old ivory, and abundance of gilt 
ornament. The paste is not true porcelain, 
but faience, and has not the clear ring of good 
Chinese. This fres use of gold in decoration— 
especially for flowers—is rarely seen on Chinese 
porcelain, and I for one do not like it. The 
Japanese artist appears to delight in crowding 
his ground with ornament. Spaces which the 
Chinese would leave blank to show the pure 
colour and fine texture of the paste and brilliancy 


of glaze, the Japanese fill in with elaborate, 
laboured designs chiefly of diaper pattern, 
wearisome to the eye, like the patterns 
on wall r or oil-cloth. It looks as 
fhough this were done to hide inferior 
paste and glaze; but whatever the mo- 
tive, this is a result. Theo work of other 
potteries, in quality of paste, design and colour, 
is contemptible in comparison with Chinese. 
This is my opinion of what I have seen here, 
but I reserve final judgment until I have seen 
better collections in Tokyo and discussed them 
with an e rt. I do not wonder now at 
Brinkley’s rapture when examining my collec- 
tion years ago, and can understand why 
American buyers spend so much time and 
money in China. Judging from what I have 
seen, Japan has not equa'led and has certainly 
not surpassed China from whom she learned 
this art. The drawing on modern Japanese 
porcelain particularly of trees, flowers and lands- 
capes, is perhaps as a rule more artistic and 
graceful than the same work on Chinese 
porcelain, but I fear that the merit of Japanese 
work begins and ends here. We know that 
fine decoration is but ae of the essentials es 
cod porcelain, ce orm, pure paste, ric 
calede ead brilliant glaze beng equally im- 
portant in the eyes of the old Chinese masters, 
and these combined merits are now understood 
and prized by collectors in the U.S.” 

Later, in a second letter, the writer said :— 
“As to porcelains, l’ve seen much that is 
good, but none to equal the best Chinese. The 
best Japanese wares that suit foreign taste are 
the most modern. The old wares, being nearly 
all made for actual use in the singular ‘“‘ Cha- 
no-yu” tea ceremony, to hold tea, water, or 
utensils, are thick, heavy, rough and sparsely 
decorated and are mostly of stoneware and pot- 
tery instead of porcelain; glazes often good, 
but leaving some part of the surface uncovered 
to show the paste, which was considered a merit 
however coarse the paste might be. They can- 
not approach the best Chinese single colours 
such as blue, celadon, sang de boeuf, turquoise 
blue, imperial yellow, peach bloom, apple 
green, &c., nor show anything like the large 
proportion the Chinese made of purely ornam- 
ental pieces, flower vases &o., nor have their 
vases such graceful forms as the Chinese. 
Such as they are, old Japanese porcelains are 
now rare, very difficult to obtain, and it is 
thought that the supply of old good pieces 
is nearly exhausted. This country has never 
had but a small fraction of the store 
to draw upon that China has, and it is safe to 
say that China will stand the foreign drain for 
a long time to come, Fine porcelain was made 
in China long before Japan learned the art from 
her, and has always been made in larger 
quantities for an immensely larger demand than 
could have existed in the smaller population of 
Japan’ Japanese potters have devoted their 
best powers to imitate the Chinese blues, and 
have failed, and to my eyes they have also failed 
in every other field of their imitations; judged 
by a high Chinese standard they bave nothing 
origimal of remarkable excellence. There is no 
jade in this country; the people have either 
never cared for it or never mastered the art of 
working in it. So this art is confined to China 
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alone, and this with the superiority and greate 
abundance of her porcalains ars otra for 
us. 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND 
DEATHS AT HONGKONG. 


0: 


MARRIAGES. 
The number of marriges solemnized at Hong- 


kong during 1904 was 131, as compared wi 
146 in 1903. Twenty-one were 
contracted at the Registrar General's Office. 
Two certificates were issued under the Foreign 
Marriage Ordinance. The Church of the Holy 
Trinity at Kowloon and the Basel Mission 
Chapel at Shaukiwan were licensed for the 
celebration of marriages. 835 permits to fire 
crackers were issued in the case of Chinese 
marriages. . 
BIRTHS. 
The births registered at Hongkong during 


1904 were as follows :— 


Males. Females. Total. 
Chinese - 621 821 942 
Non-Chinese- - 119 144 263 


740 465 1,205 | 

This is equal toa general birth-rate of 3.30 
per 1,000, as compared with 3.17 in 1903. The 
birth-rate in the non-Chinese Communi 
alone was 13.9 per 1,000, as compared wi 
15.2 in 1903. The nationalities of the non- 
Chinese parents were as follows :—British 106, 
Indian 3/7, Malay 8, Portuguese 73, Philippinos 
14, German 13, American 8, French 2, and 
seven other nationalities oné each. The number 
of Chinese births registered is not a full record 
of the births that have occurred in the Colony. 
The births of many of the infauts that die 
during the first month or so of life certainly 
remain unregistered. The number of infants 
one month old and under that died in the 
various Convents or were found by the Police 
in the streets or in the harbour was 572—203. 
being males and 369 females. Probably none 
of these was registered, 

: DEATHS. 

The number of deaths in the British and. 
Foreign Community wss 286, as compared 
with 309 in 1903. Of these, 74 were British, 
70 Indian, 3 Malay, 40 Boa 16 
deren, 9 French, 5 Philippinos, 
and less numbers of other nationalities: The 
number of deaths among the Chinese was 5,882, 
almost the same number—5,875—as in 1903, 
495 Chinese and other Asiatics—no Huropeans 
—died from plague. 

POPULATION, 

The following is an estimate of the popale: 
tion of the Colony, inclusive of New Kowloon, 
bunt exclusive of the rest of the New Territory, 
on the 30th June 1904:—British and Foreign 
Community, 181,900, Chinese, 342,306. The 
population of New Kowloon according to the 
census taken in 1901 was 17,249and of the rest 
of the New Territory 85,011. *" 


TUNG WA HOSPITAL. 


The Registrar General reporta:—I am glad 
to be able to pd ae ale Bi tron ce No. 9 of 
1904 the title of the Hospital to its investments 
in land has been established, and power has been 
specifically conferred upon the. hospital to 
acquire land in future. This matter been 
under consideration for some years, and the 
directors for 1904 deserve credit for putting it 
through. : 

The statement of accounts for their term of 
office, which expired in December, ‘shows a 
more satisfactory state of affairs than has axisted 
at any time during or ae ears. There 
is now every prospect of the ital being clear 
Q, debt within the next pe 
from the hospital property have incapased ‘by 


$1,900, whilst the subscriptions raised by the 


reports of “ 


April 3, 1905.] 


instead of leaving it to outside undertakers.” 
They have also settled a scale of charges for 
removing coffins to the neighbouring districts 
of China. 

The Po Leung Kuk is indebted to the dir- 
ectors for arranging to house the inmates of the 
Po Leung Kuk for the three months that the 
buildings were vacated on account of the 
epidemics of beri-beri. : 

The Directors of the hospital and the Chinese 
community generally were taken by sarprise to 
find, when the occasion arose for using the 
infectious diseases branch hospital at Kenned 
Town, that small-pox cases could not be received. 
It was most unfortunate that such a misunder- 
standing existed, but a study of the correspon- 
dence which d between the government 
and successive chairmen of the hospital, satisfied 
every one that there had been no breach of 
faith on the part of the government. 


HONGKONG’S REVENUE. 


The Registrar General’s report for 1904 is 
published in the current Hongkong Government 
Gazette. It states that the revenne collected 
during the year amuunted to $167,083.66, an 
increase of $6,159 over the amount collected in 
1908. The increase in the revenue from hawkers’ 
licences is $4,348. In October, 1903, the fea 
for a hawker's licence was doubled and is now 


$4 a year paid half-yearly. 


The revenue from the lease of market premises 
shows an increase of $4,619, distribated fairly 
evenly among all the markets with the exception 
of the Tai-kok-teui market, where an increase 
in business is not to be looked for just yet, and 
the Des Vaux Road Market. The latter is not 
a complete success from a revenue point of view. 
At the end of 1903 there were 32 |shops and 
stalls occupied ont of 42; at the end of 1904 
there were only 10. The revenue for the month 
of December fell from $245 in 1903 to $75 in 

The extension to the Wanchai market 
was ready for occupation on the Ist April. All 
the 8 with one exception are let, and 
the revenue for December was $322, com- 
pared with $219 for the: same month of the 
previous year. The increased accommodation 
provided in the So-kon-po market is still 
considerably in excess of the needs of the 
neighbourhood, which is not a very populous 
one, whilst restaurant and eating-house keepers 
and those who have to feed a large number of 
employés, get their supplies from the Waznchai 
market despite the distance. Licences for the 
sale of food outside the markets are issued by 
the Sanitary Board and account for an increase 
of $2,313. 

The largest decrease is one of $2,900 under 
the head of Certificates to ( hinese entering 
Manila and America, but this is an item which 
is not under the ccntrol of the Department, 
The revenue frdém boat licenses has been almost 
stationary for three years. The revenue from 
marriages has fallen 37 per cent. The total 
expenditure during the year was $31,339.71, 
compared with $35,150.21 in 1903. The decrease 
is due to no salary being drawn in England 
during the year, and to the rise in exchange. 
There was also in 1903 an exceptional ex- 
penditure on salarics of temporary clerks. 


MINDANAO -HONGKONG 
STEAMERS. 


The following 
Cablenews : — 

Zamboauga, March 18.—Mr. H. A. Hanse, 
marine agent of the China Navigation Company, 
has come and gone, but while here ho arranged 
a schedule of passenger and freight rates from 
Hongkong, and vice versa, which are very 
much less than those given by Manila shipping 
firms. 

On mer items, the freight rate ‘rom Hong- 
kong to this port is less than half, and on all 
articles isat least 25 per cent less than those 
from Manila. When it is considered that the 
prices paid for imports in Bongkong are very 
much below thore in Manila, and that in 
addition to the saving in freights and commis- 
sions the duties paid are expended in this 
province, the. new arrangement is most 
gratifying. 


appears in the Manila 


The number of ' 
licences issued during the year was 12,768. ; 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


The passenger rate to Hongkong is $30, gold, 
one way, and $50, gold, round trip, first-class 
passage. The present rate from Zamboanga 
to Manila is $40, gold, 

In an interview witha Herald representative, 
Mr. Hanse said that his company was -out for 
the business of the port, and that it could be 
depended upon that they would lend every 
assistance to the local merchants. 

While here Mr. Hanse extended to every 
mercantile firm of this city one complimentary 
round-trip-first-class passage to Hongkong in 
order to enable those 20 desiring to make con- 
nections with wholesale firms in that city. 

Csplain H. Pfort, president and general 
manager of the South Philippines Steamship 


Company, has been appointed resident agent of 
the China Navigation Company at this port. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
i 
The Government derives a revenue of 33,408 


a month from the Central Market and $2,262 
a month from the Western Market. 


The number of postal hongs licensed at 
Hongkong during 1904 was 36, and of let‘er 
carriers 137, as against 42 and 99 respectively 
in']903. 

The appointment of Mr. H. E R. Hunter as 


‘Manager of the Shanghai Branch of the 


Hongkong and Shanghai Bank is officially 
announced. 

The week's plague return brings the total 
number of cases for the year up to 22, adding 
only one to the previous total, The one was a 
Chinese imported from Canton. Other com- 
municable disease recorded was small pox, three 
Chinese cases, and one Indian, imported. 

The visitors t» the City Hall Library 
and Museum durin-: the week ending the 26th 
March, 1905, were 280 non-Chinese, and 91 
Chinese to the former, and 103 non-“‘hinese, and 
1,873 Chinese to the latter institution. 

There is a considerable importation of live 
partridges from the neighbouring districts of 

“China into Hongkong, and under Ordinance 8 
of 1904 live partridges cannot be offered for sale 
unless under special licence from the Captain 
Superintendent of Police. 

Mr. F. A. Hazeland on March 25 held an 
inquest re the death of Tang Yuen, a priscner 
in Victoria Gaol, who was under sentence for 
robbery with violence, The following Jury was 
empanelled.—M:ssrs. J. L. Cotter (foreman), 


Solomon Curreem and Alexander Bryson. The 
verdict was death from natural causes. 


Returns showing the employment of prisoners 
at Hongkong, and the value of their labour last. 
year, appear in the Government Guzette. The 
total value of the output of 651 prisoners is 
given as $12,362.84. The basis rates per day 
range from two to fifteen cents, according to 
the nature of the work done. 

Messrs. Shewan Tomes & Co. inform us that 
they are in receipt of telegraphic informa‘ion 
that the Directors of the Yangtse Insurance 
_ Association, Ltd, recommend at the general 
i meeting of shareholders a dividend of 20 per 
cent and a special dividend of 5 per centand to 
carry to reserve $50,010. 

On March 25th an insave Chinaman tried 


to commit suicide by hanging himself to a tree - 


in Caine Road, but was prevented by the 
Police, On Mar. 26 the police dragged another 
Chinaman out «f the harbour. The man 
jumped into the water himself, and sub- 
sequently, at the Police Station, said he wanted 
to die. . 

A Chinaman, who has had a very miraculous 
escape, was discharged from the Government 
Civil Hospital on 26 Mar. He is a blacksmith, 
who, on the 2drd instant, was working on a 
house in Des Vooux Road Central, fixing a tie- 
rod. The bamboo supporting him gave way, 
and he fell to the ground, fifty-four feet, 
breaking a wooden beam in his descent. His 
ribs were fractured. 

The interpretation department! at Hongkong 
consists of 66 posts divided into three olasses. 
‘J here are now eight student interpreters, two 
of whom ure on the point of completing their 
full term of study. One Tang Tat-hong 
cbtained a special prize for translation from 
Chinese to English at the annual examination 
in Quen’s College. Four others will be qualifi- 
ed by the close of the year. 
interpreters were appointed in 1904. 


in any case between let May and 30th 


Two student | 


os @ 


At Hongkong during 1904, 571 peruits wore 
issued for fire crackers, I7 to hold 3 ons, ° 
65 ta perform theatricals and 35 to hold religious 
ceremonies. Owing to complaints from = - 
peans, the firing of crackers is now confined to 
premises occupied by Chinese. i 

The Tung Wa Hospital vaccinators visit th® 
villages of Hongkong and Kowloon at interval 
during the cold season, and the number 
children vaccinated compares favourably enough 
with the number of births registered. The 
visits of the vaccinators will be extended in 
future to Shamshuipo and Kowloon city. Vac- 
cination of children under six months ae 
is not compulsory, nor is vaccination ry 

Sept. 

Sir H. 8S. Berkeley, the Chief Justice, on 
on Maroh@3rd gaves “Law’ dinner at his 
residence at the Peak. There were present 
BLE. the Governor, Mr. F. A. Hazeland, Mr. 
F. B. L Bowley, Mr. H. G. Calthrop, Captain 
Lester, Mr. C. D. Melbourne, Mr. C. D. 
Wilkinson, Mr, A. Seth, Mr. H. E. Pollock, 
K.C.. Mr. V. H. Deacon, Mr. C. Ewens, Hon. 
Mr. E. H. Sharp, K.C., Mr. M.J. D. Stephens, 
Mr. T. Sercombe Smith, Mr. H. Gedge and 
Hon. Dr Ho Kai. 


The Singapore Free Press says that in conse- 

quence of complaints received from the 
authorities at Caloutta, Rangoon, Colombo, 
Bombay, and Hongkong, regarding seamen 
(not being natives of the country) being sent to 
these ports, masters, owners and agenta are 
warned that seamen should not be sent to the 
above ports; and that vessels from which such 
seamen are discharged are liable for all expenses 
incurred in their behalf, including any expense 
which might be incurred in returning them to 
the port at which they ware discharged. 
_ The Market Charitable Fund which originat- 
ed in 1891 out of a sum of $1,600 which fell to 
the disposal of the Registrar General, is now 
closed, and the small balance of $1.28 which 
stood to its credit at the ologe of the year, has 
been transferred to the Passage Money Fund. 
Arrangements are being made for th’ continued 
payment of their pensions to five persons 
dependent on it. The Passage Money Fund is 
used as far as possible exclusively for the benefit 
of women and children. The balance to the 
credit of the fund is now $3 831.91. ‘ 

An extraordinary general meeting of Peak 
Club members was held on the 22nd March to 
consider a request from the Honorary Secretary 
of the Peak School for the use of a part of the 
Club premises during summer. months from” 
eight a.m. to noon, Afters leugthy discussion 
one of the members asked if such a contingency 


was provided for by the memorandum of 
association. By reference, it was found that 
by the articles of association the Club 
premises could not be used for other poses 
than the Club. The land on which the Club 
stands belongs to Messrs. Butterfield and Swire 
and Jardine, Matheson and Company, who 
formerly agreed not to build on it. The firms 
snbsequently let the Peak Clab have the site 
conditionally at a nominal rental, one condition | 
being that mentioned. 

On March 19th, reports the Singapore Free 
ted in the verandah of 


Press, a European sea 


his house was attracted by the curious action of 


a riceha coolie. Thegoolie appeared to be very 
kind heartedly feeding‘. number of fowls, but 
on the gentleman watching him » little longer 
he saw him suddenly grab a fowl and stuff it 
into the box under the seat of his ricsha. Not 
satisfied with one fowl the coolie set to work 
again to coax all the -stray poultry in the 
vicinity within reach by scatterimg rice on the 
roadside, and he was soon rewarded with 
another capture which ha stowed in his nether 

European then went up to the 


. Despite his 
ntleman 


ougaged. 
mada to. 


examined a fine fat hen was foand it.” 
coolie was charged next morning and 
d-fence said the fowl flew into the ricsha 

hid itself. The Magistrate fined him $5, or 
week's hard labour. 
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COMMERCIAL. 


——@———— 
SILK. . 
Mosars. A.B. Burkill & Sens’ Silk Ciroular, dated 
Shanghai, 18th March, 1905, states :—The home 
marketa are quiet. Gold Kiling is quoted in 
London at 11-9 and in Lyons at Fes. 32.25, Raw 
Silk.—A further decline in Tael prices combined 
with a fall in exthange has only induced a small 
business showing a want of confidence on the 
part of buyers in present sterling costa. Yellow 
Silk.—A few sales of Mienyang are the only 
transactions recorded. Hand Filatures.— Are 


neglected. Steam Filatures.—A small business 


has been done in fine sizes for the Continent. 
Tussah Filatures.—Have been in fair demand 
both for the Continent and America. Waste 
Silk.—A little more business has been doing. 
We report following transactions, 260 pipuls Long 
Shantung B at Tls. 25 (Whole Bales), 100 piculs 
Filature Long Waste at Tle. 116, 100 piculs Tus- 
sah Waste 60.40 at Tis. 234, 20:) piculs Filature 
Tussah Waste 60.60 at Tis. 24}. 


SUGAR. 


Honaxona, 81st March.—The position of the 
market is the same as when last reported. 
Bheldcons, No. 1, nie wali oe $9.16 to $9.20 pcla. 

Do. i 


» 2, White...... 795 to 8.00 ,, 

Do. » 1, Brown..,... 6.80 to 6.85 ,, 
Do. » 2, Brown... 6.55 to 6.00 ,, 
Swatow, No. 1, White...... 8.60 to 8.65 ,, 


1.76, 
6.65 ,, 
6.55 ,, 


Do. vn» o1, Brown...ooe 
Do. » 2, Brown ...0 
Foochow Sugar 
Shekloong _,, 


RICE. 
Honarone, 8lat March.—The upward tendency 


Benares Old 


Saigon, Ordinary........sesceesseerseeeees $2.10 to $2.15 
, Bound, good quality ...... ..... 8.75 to 3.80 
pr LOM Qa, ccosntarencereersnateteenens 8.85 to 3.90 

Siam, Field mill cleaned, No. 2 ...... 2.65 to 2.70 
» Garden, * No.1 ...... 2.95 to 3.00 
gic S WUMABRE: coviaesceeasecstaceaunceraseas’ 4.00 to 4.05 
n Wime Cargo vic.csceeceeceseeeseeeee 4.25 to 4.35 

OPIUM. 
Ist April. 
Quotations are:— Allow’ce net. to 1 catty. 

Malwa New ...........- $1120 to — per picul. 

Malwa Old uu... $1160 to — 0 

Malwa Older ....... $1250 to — do 

Malwa ‘V. Old............ $1330 to — do 

Persian fine quality ...§900 to — do 

Persian extra fine...... $930 to — do. 

Patna New ...........- $1120 to — _ per chest. 

Patna Old eh — to — do 

Benares New .. ..$1060 to — do. 

d dudeteces $— to — do. 


Messrs. Noel, Murray & Co., in their Report oa 
the Shanghai Piece Goods Trade, dated Shanghai 
23rd March, 1905, states:—Once more there is & 
lull in the receipt of news of. tre movements of 
the Japanese Army, which, judging by previous 


- experience, would seem to indicate that furthur 


important developments may soon be expected. 
It is more than probable the after-knowledge 
they have gained from former successes, that if 
only the advance had been continued complete 
victory would have followed, will stand them in 
good stead now, and, with their communications 
clear and safe, it should not be impracticable for 
them to complete the rout and gain the entire 
possession o° Manchuria, which achievement 
should soon put an end to the War. 1t would ; 


seem that wo have now entered upon a spell of | March. For Glasgow :—9 cases chinaware, 3 cases 


extreme 
recently 
ances are likely to be accelerated very consider- 
ably. The improvement in the weather during | 
the Inst few days has made a vast difference in 


uietness, compared to the activity ' 
displayed but at the same time clear- ; 


the trade there is reverting to the old time 
a hie of selling on credit, that is the buyer is 
allowed to take delivery of the goods, but can 
defer payment for two montbs, and if half the 
amount due is then paid the remainder of the 
purchase money can be left on loan at 7 or 8% 
interest, while the buyer is making use of it for 
other purposes. It is certainly not a sound way 
of doing business, but the facilities it affords the 
buyers will surely make it popular with them 
and induce a considerable increase in direct 
importations, especially if through freights are 
appreciably leas than the hi h coast tariff now in 
vogue on shipments from this, We understand 
there are occasional vpportunities of securing 


| feathers, 2 oases cigars, 3000 bales hemp, 112 bales 


this respect, and judging by the complaints of \ a eae 
late delivery the goods «re badly wanted; in! 
fact there is an exceptionally good outlook all 
round. As regards Tientsin there are signs that | 


[April 8, 1908. 


New Yorx.—Bank Bills, on demand44j - 
Credits, 60 days’ sight 
BomBay.—Telegraphio Transfer ...12% 
Bank, on demand ........ So Fada elise 1 


HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 


gio: through freight by steamers carrying Rail- 
way mat-rial, etc., and the chances are this will 
be availed of for shipping supplies before the 
goods ordered by Firms here can be placed on 


the market. The possibilities of this are already | Ox Cancurl A.—Telegraphic Transfer]1&7 
causing some of the deaters to ponder over the Bank, on demand ......... 0 .......-++ 1374 
future of the trade. The home markets are very | Oy « HANGHAL—Bunk, at sight ........ 72 
strong. Prices are up in Manchester and very Private, 30 days’ sight 724 
distant delivery is still wanted, but the tendency | ,, YoKoHAMA.—On icnad. 90 
here seems to be to h ld off, and any ea Ow Mayrea.—On demand 893 
that is going through appears to be o the ' : ae 
“sorting up Me deenriptions ihe in 'ividual t ansac- ON Sineapore-On domsut 7 Lan Arig 
tions being small compared to what has been ON BaTaViIA.-On Cemand ...--...--+: + 
done lately, though probably amounting to a fair On HareHona.—On demand 1} p.o.pm 
size in the aggregate. Cotton in Liverpool is On Saraon—On demand ..... .. .. i p.c.pm 
now quoted 434d. for Mid-American and 61¢d.| ON BaNaKoK.—On demand ..—..... 614 
for Egyptian. In New York the business for this | SEVEREIGNS, Bank's Buying Rate ... $1u.80 
marke has been confined to the purchase of | Gop Lear, |! 0 fine, per fael oo... 846.10 
2,5" bales 2.85 yard Drills and Sheetings at | BAR SILVER. per 02...) ve 25% 


lls. 4}d. and a small parcel of lighter Sheetings. 
No Cotton quotations have come to hand since 


our Jast. The Yarn market is rather more active 
at fairly steady prices, a moderate quantity of 
Indian No 10s. being in the book for the North 


Cotton is steady to firm. 


SHAKE REPORTS. 
Honoxona, 3lat Marob, 1905,—Our market 
continues to rule firm, and a fair volume of 
business, to some extent for account of the 
March settlement pat through to-day, has been 
transacted during the past week, At the olose, 


ics, sire eae 
MISCELLANEOUS EXPORTS. a good enquiry exisis, and favourite stooks have 


Hankow, March 22nd, 1905:—The rices ; 
quoted are for the net shipping weight ecbluding an sar anene aaaret he and Shavghais are 
ancien mae ae ae ~ Th a again in request, and the rate has advanced to 
sigs ss a Bt ee taal eae $760 buyers. London has improved to £78. 
Buffalo hides, Best Selected ...........00+ "38.60 | Nationals are uncbanged with buyers at $36. 


Magive [NSUBANCES.—Unions are reported 
to have bean fixed at $700, but at this more 
shares are to be obtuined. China Traders have 
declined to $58, sellers. North Chinas, Yangtszes, 


65.00 
8.50 


Goatskins, Untanned, chiefly white color ,, 
Buffalo Horns, average 3-Ibs. each 
White China Grass, Wuchang and/or 


Poochin.....cccsccccscectanseeenseeesen cee cueues », 12.00 
White China Grass, Sinshan and/or and Cantons ate unchanged. 
Chayu o.eeeeesceeeesseeseeeseeeeeees .» 10.50 Fire Insvrancrs.—Hongkongs have sold, 


and are on offer at $319. Chinas have heen 
booked, and more shares are procurable at 886. 

Surppina.—Hongkong, Canton and Macaos 
are still in the market at $264. after sales at 826 


Green China Grass, Szechuen 
Jute 
White Vegetable Tallow, Kinchow..... 
White Vegetable Tallow, Pingchew 


and/or Macheng ..s...escsseesesrrerees » 9.50] and $26}. Indo-Chinas after declining to $121 
White Vegetable Tallow, Mongyu ...... » 8.00] under settlement influences have recovered, 
; Green Vegetable Tallow, Kiyu...... roe » 12.50] ang are now in reqnest at that figure. Shang- 
A taate Usa Lahapee weed Soax¥ 2 ms ie hai quotes Tis. 89 buyers, an advance of Tis. 2 
bere z na = ae ak ye 70 | 08 the lowest point touched during aa 
Tobacco, Tingchow..........04 (nominal)Tls. — and London remains at aati es an ; ina 
Do.  Wongkong .........--- C ns a _ {and M-nilas have sold at $204 aa 0, anil are 
Black Bristles ................- Sse Ste dedeukas ” (nom.) | now on offer at $21. Douylases continue in 
Feathers, Grey and/or White Duck *, 21.00 | request at $34, Shell Transports have beea 
” ” , Wild Duck ...... ,, 25.00 | booked at 21/-, and close steady. Star Fer: ies 
OT gia i@ei. este Senna eactoes Maa emaeai ” “g.00| are quoted $374 and $29 for the old and new 
Sesamum Seed ..........ceceeseeeee ce eeeeeeees 4.30 | issuea respectively, bat at these quotations 
Sesamum Seed Oil oo... cece cece ee eee wees is 7.90 | there is a prospect of finding purchasers. 
Vegetable Tallow Seed Oi] » 8.00 ReFINERIES.—China Sugars have sold at 
Wood Oil ..ccccssseeeeeseveeeeeesees » 8.30] declining rates from $225 to $221 ex dividend, 


eeOu mostly for settlement account, but at the close 
there is a firmer tone, and shares can be placed 
at $223. Luzons have been fixed at $264 and 
807, closing with sellers at the higher rate. 
MintnG.—Ranbs have been booked at $3.90 
and $4, and more shares are obtainable at the 
latter rate, Charbonnages are unchanged. 
Locks, WHARVES, AND Gopowns.—Hong- 
kong and Whampoa Docks are easier with gales 
and sellers at $205. Hongkong and Kowloon 


Wharves are steady with some sellers at $1074. 
New Amoy Docks continue on: offer at $27. 
Farnham, Koyds have improved, and after sales 
up to Tia. 149 cash, are now quated Ts. 150. 
For July delivery a sale is repor' ed at Tis. 158. 
Shanghai and Hongkew Wharves have con- 
siderably appreciated, and sales are repo: 
from the North at Tis. 165 ex the final dividend 
of ils.6 on the old, and Tis. 3, on the pew 
shares for 1904 workin, prid in Shanghai yes- 
terday. 

Lanps, HotTEeLs, AXxD BuILDING8.— H ong- 
kong Lands are firmer with buyers at $128 
West Points sre casier wilh sellers at $59. 
Hongkovg Hotels are steady at $140 ex the 
dividend of $5 per share for the half year end- 
ing 3lst December, 1904, paid on the 29th 
instant. Humphr. ys’ Estates have bea booked 
at $12, and continue in request. Shanghai 
Lands wre unchanged at Tis. 1-4 sellers. 

Corron Mitis.—Hongkongs have sold, and 
continue n request at $16. Ewos are quot 
in the North at Tis. 32, and Internationals Tl-. 
98. Laou-Kung-Mows and Soychees are un- 


Per steamer Oceanien, sailed on 21st March. 
For Marseilles :— 493 bales raw silk, 200 bales 
waate silk, 4 packages silk piece goods, 100 cases 
cassia, 63 bales Tsinglee cassia, 20 packages hu- 
man hair, 67 cases ylang ylang oil. 9 cases hats, 
4 packages mattings, 2 packages sundries. For 
Lyons :—206 bales raw silk. 


Per P. & O steamer Malta, sailed on 25th 
March, For London :~5 cases private effects, 20 
cases opium, 2 packages silk private goods, 106 
bales raw silk, 8 packages black wood ware, 28 cases 
chinaware, 660 rolls matting, 3 cases hats, 2 cases 
photos and frames, 100 bales bamboo splits, | bale 
pierced cocoons. For Lyons:—186 bales raw silk. 
For Marseil'es :—200 bales waste silk, 414 bales 
raw silk. 


Per P. & O. steamer Malacca, sailed on 29th 


private effects, 1 case ginger For J.ondon:—6 
cases private effects, 1 empty iron drum, 138 bales 


canes, 10 casks soy. For Marseilles:—100 bales 
For Marchester:—110 bales waste 
silk. For London or Goole:—100 bales waste 
silk. For London:—2 cases woodware, 58 oases 
chinaware, 145 roll: mats, 8 cases human hair, 
3 cases sundries, 100 cases ginger. For Marseilles: 
—14 cases human hair. 


EXCHANGE. 
Monpay, 3rd March. 


On Lonvon.— 


Telegraphic Transfer. ..... 1/10 

Bank Bilis,on demand ............ V/ledy changed. : s aoe have be 
Bank Bills, at 30 days’ sight ...... 1/104 MISCELLANAUTS.—China Borneos have de 2 
Bank Bills, at 4 months’ sight ...1/103 booked at $14 and $144, anJ close steady. Dairy 
Credits, at 4 months’ sight ......... 1/104 Farms have improved to $13 buyers. Green 


Island Cements are firm at $263 (old) and $163 


Documentary Bills, 4 months’ sight 1/1 Electrics oon‘ inae 


(new) with probable buyers. 


On Pavpis.—Bank Bills, on demand ...2 : 
Credits 4 months’ sight ssa oe in demand, aud are now enquired for at$164 and 
saetew ees eas = $10 for the old and new issues respectively. 


On GERMANY.—On demand...... ....... 188 


April 3, 1905.) * 


Watkins have declined to $8, sellers. Watsons 
can be placed at $122 (old), and $124 (new). 

Memos :—Wm. Powell, Ld., interim dividend 
of 50 cents per share on account of 1904-1905 is 
payabl: at the Hongkong and Shanghai Bank, 
ing Corporation on and after the 10th April, 
19U5, transfer books will be closed from the 5th 
to the !Uth April inclusive. China Borneo Co., 
Ld., ordinary yearly meeting on the 15th April, 
1905, transfer ‘books closed from the lst to the 
15th April inclusive. Hongkong Rope Manu- 
facturing Co., Ld., ordinary yearly meeting on 
the 8th April, 1905, transfer boeks closed from 
the 5th to the 8th April inclusive. 


Closing quotations are as follows: 


ComPa NY. Pain ue} Quooratrtons. 


Alhambra 


Banks.— 
Hongkong & S’hai..| $125 { 
National B. of China £7 


Bell’s Asbestos E. A.../12a. 6d. 


China-Borneo Co 
China Light & P. Co. 


China Provident 
Cotton Mills— 


$200 |#100. 


$760, buyers 
London, £78 


$9. 
384, sellers 


Tls, 32, buyers 

$16, buyers 

Tls, 28. 

Tls. 80. 

Tls. 160, sellers 

313, buyers 

Docks & Wharves— 

Farnham, B. & Co.../Tls. 100 


H. & K. Wharf & G. 


Tls. 150. 
$1074. 


$205, sales & sel. 
$27, cellers 
Ts. 165, ex div. 


New Amoy Dock... 
S’hai & H. Wharf.../T1s. 100 
Fenwick & Co., Geo... $25 
G. Island Cement. { 


Hongkong & C. Gas... 
Hongkong Electric... 
Do New 
H. H. L. Tramways... 
Hongkong Hotel Co... 

Hongkong Ice Co 
Hongkong Rope Co... 
H’kong 8. Waterboat 


$160, buyera 
$16}, buyers 
$10. buyers 

$210, buyers 
$140, ex div. 
$242, sellers 
3155. 

$18}, sales 


$285. 

£86, sellers 

$58, sellers 

3310, sellers 

'Tls. 95, sellers 
$700, cales & sel. 
$160. 


China Fire 
China Traders 
Hongkong Fire 
North China 


Land and Buildinga— 
H’kong Land Invest. 
Humphreys’ Estate 


$128, buyers 
$12, buyers 


$39, buyers 
Tis, 114, sellers 


WestPoint Building $55, sellers 


Mining— 
Charbonnages 


$4, sales & sel'ers 
$94, sellers 
Kefineries— 
China Sugar......... 
Luzon Sugar 


$223, buyers 
$27, sellers 


Steamship Companies 
China and Manila... 
Douglas Steamship 
H., Canton & M.... 
{ndo-China 8.N. Co. 
Shell Transport Co. 

Do. Preference... 


$21, ex div., cel. 


$121, buyers 
21s., seles 


South China M. Post. 
Steam Laundry Co.... 


Stores & Dispensaries. 
. Campbell, M. & Co. 
Powell & Co., Wm. 
Watkina..............- 


Watson & Cu., A. 8. 


United Asbestos 
Do. Founders 


VERNON & SMYTH, Brokers 


March— 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


Messrs. J. P. Bisset and Co,.’s Share Report 
for the week ending March 28rd, 1905, states -— 
Business during the week has been rather limited. 
The most prominent feature in the market has 
been the demand for Cotton shares and also the 
rise in Wharves. The T.T. rates on London to- 
day is 2/74. Banks.—No business reported in this 
stock. Marine and Fire Insurance.—No business 
reported. Shipping.—Indo-Chinas have remained 
fairly steady during the week with sales for cash 
and delivery for this month at Tls 88 and 90; for 
April Tle. 91 and July Tis. 92 and 92}. At the 
close the market is easier with sellers for March 
at Tle, 89, and July Tls.92. Docks and Wharvea., 
—S,C, Farnham, Boyds.—A limited business only 
is reported in these, Small sales for o:sh at Tis. 
144, 145 and 146, and for this month’s delivery; 
sales for July at Tis. 151. At close the market is 
strong with buyers for cash at Tis. 146; July Tis. 
152. Shanghai and Hongkew Wharf Co,—The 
market opened at the beginning of the week with 
sales for March and April at Tls. 182) and 190 for 
June and July. The market weakened slightly 
on the 18th and shares were placed at Tis. 180 
March and Tis. 190 July; later sales were effected 
at Tla. 196 and cash shares were placed at Tls. 190. 
New shares ax. old were placed at Tis. 149, and 
old ex. new at Tis. 184. Yangtsze Wharf and 
Godown Co. were placed at Tle 200. Sugars 
Perak Sugars have been placed at Tis. 65 and a 
wanted. Mining.—Weihaiwei Golda have found 
buyers at $6 and $7, Lands.—Shanghai Lands 
have been placed at Tis. 115 and are offering at 
thisrate. Industrial—Ewos have been p at 
Tis, 80; Tis. 82 and 36 for April; Tls. 82} for 
March and April. International C. M. Co. found 
buyers at Tls.28 and arein demand, All cotton 
stocks have been enquired for. Pulps have been 
placed at Tls.145 and are wanted. Anglo-German 
Brewery reportedat $115. Langkats.—The market 
for these has been fairly;steady during the week ; 
sales reported for March at Tis. 2644; April Tis. 
255; June Tis. 2574 and 260, July lz. 260. 
Yesterday the market weakened at Tls. 246} and 
2474 for March with sales for July at Tle. 261} 
and 262}. At thé close the market is firmer, 
March shares at Tis. 250 and a number of enquiries 
for forward purchases. Sumatras have been placed 
ex. dividend at Tls. 66 and 67 for cash. Stores and. 
Hotels.— Weeks have been placed at $19 and $20. 
Mondon at Tis. 20 and 25; Moutrie at $55 and 
Hall & Holtz at $24 and 25. Miscellaneous.— 
Telephones still at ‘Tls.68. Loans and Deben- 
tures.—Astor House 3 per cent. at Tis, 102. 
Shanghai Lands 6 per cent. at Tle. 96. Shanghai 
Gas 6 per cent. at Tls. 96. Municipal 6 per cent 
at par. A sale of E. loaus at par. 


FREIGHTS. 

From Hankow per Conference Steamers.—To 
London and Northern Continental ports (via 
Shanghai) :—46/- plus river freight. lo Genoa, 
Marseilles or Havre (via Shanghai) :—'ea and 
General Cargo 41/6 plus river freight. To New 
York (Overland) :—Tea G. $14 cents per Ib. gross 

lus river freight. To New York (via Suez) :— 
‘Yea and General Cargo 33/- per ton. To Shang- 
hai:—'l'ea and General Cargo Taels 1.80 per ton 


weight or measurement. 


SHIPPING 

ARRIVALS AND DEPARTUBES SINCE LAST 

- Mal. 

ARRIAALS. 

24, Amara, British str., from Java. 

94, Huitan, British str., from Coast Ports. 
24, Hohnsteiu, German str, from Moji. 

24, Hongkong, French str., from Huiphong. 
24, Maria Riokmers, German str., from Moji. 
21, Mandal, Norwegian str., from Manila. 
94, Poschan, Germ:n str., from Moji. 

94 Queen | leanor, British str., from Cardiff. 
24, Sagami, British str., from Manila. 

24, Simla, British str., from Bombay. 

94, Taming, British str, from Manila. 

94, Teenkai, British str., from London. 

24, Themis, Norwegian str., from Moji. 

94, Tsintan, German str., from Bat gkok. 

95, Anghin, German str., from Bangkok. 

95, Chowfa German str., from Bangkok. 

25, Coptic, British s‘r., from San Francisco: 
95, Kish, British str., from Moji. 

25, Triumph, German str., from Coast Ports. 
26, Chowtai, Germ in str., from Bangkok. 
27, Foyle, British str., from Penarth. 

96, Germania, German sir., from Sydney 

26, Hailan, French str., from Pakhci. 

26, Haimauo, British str., from Swatow. : 
96, Kwongsang, British str., from Shanghai. 
96, Peleus, British str., from Shanghai. 

26, Resolut, Norwe,ian sir., from Barry. | 
96, Scandia, German str., from Tsingtan. 
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27, Achilles, British str., from Shanghai. 
27, Adamastor, Portuguese or., from Macao, 
27. Agamemnon, British stc., from Liverpool. 
27, Aperrade, German str., from Haiphong 
27, Ardova, Britiah atr., from Mojj. 
27, Atholl, British str., from London. 
27; Costante, Italian str., frum Manila. 
27, Gregory Apoar, Britiah str., from Caloutia, 
97, Loksang, British str, from Wao. 
27, M. Bacquehem, Aust. str., from Kobe, 
27, Mount Blano, Norw. str.. from Stettin. 
27, Yuensang, British str. from Manila. 
28, Ascot, British str., from Chinwantan. 
28, Bengloe, British str. from Yokohama. 
28, Devawoogse, German str., from Bangkok. 
28, Haiching, British str., from Coast Ports. 
28, Hanoi, French atr., from Hongay,. 
28, Hue, Frenoh str.. from Haiphong. 
9g, Johanne, German str., from Bangkok. - 
28, Kvanven, Norwegian str., from P. Said. 
28, Loongmoon, German atr., from Shanghai. 
28, Malacoa, British str, from Japan. 
28, Pleiades, American str., from Manila 
28, P. B. Friedrich, Ger. str., from Bremen. 
28, P. R. Luitpold, Ger. str. frou. Yokobam -. 
98. Taiwan, British str., from Shanghai. 
98, Zafiro, British str., from Manila. 
29, B. Bjornson, Norw. str., from Tamsui. 
29, Hongwan I, British str., from Straits. 
29, Indra, British str, from Barry. 
29, Macquarie, British str., from Saigon. 
29, Morionethshire, British str., from Japan. 
29, Pera, British str., from London. 
29, Taiyuan, Britiah str.. from Australia. 
30, Auchenarden, British str., from K’notsu. 
30, C Diederichsen, Ger. str , from Haiphong. 
30, Haiman, British atr., from Swatow. 
30, Kowloon, German str., from Chinkiang. 
30, T'etartos, German str., from Saigon. 
31, Andromeda, British or., from Mirs Bay, 
31, Centurion, British b’ship, from Mira Bay. 
31, Chihli, British str.. from Tientsin. 
31, Glory, British ba'tleship, from Mire Bay. 
31, Helene, German str., from Tourane. 
31, Ocean, British battleship, from Mira Bay. 
31, Parnes, British str., from Singapore. 
31, Samsen, German str, from Bangkok. 
31, Sutlej, British cruiser, from Mirs Bay. 
31, Szechuen, British str., from Iloilo. 
31, Tean, British atr., from Manila. 

April— 

1, Ciara Jebsen, German str., from Foochow. 
_1, Dr. H J. Kiaer, Nor. str., from Haiphong. 
J, Ras Rows, British str., from “ingapore. 

- 1, Ruth, Norwegian str., from Moji. 
®, Gaea, German str,, from Bangkok. 
2, Haimun, British str., from Swatow. 
2, King Roburt, Br tish str., from K’notsu. 
2, Kwanglee, Chinese str., trom Shanghai. 
2, Visa Swedish str., from Chinkisog. 
2, Nord, Swedixh str.. from Moji. 
2, Tenfeld, German sti., from Hambarg 


Maroh— | DEPARTURES.’ 

24, Benvenue, British str, for Nagasaki. 
24, Borveo, German air., for Kudat. 
24, Clara Jebsen, Ger. sir., for Coast 
24, Decima, German:str., for Swatow. 
24, Egremont. Castle, British str., for Saigon. 
24, Haimun, British str., for 8watow. 
‘94, Hopsang, British str., for Singapore. 
.24, Kam or, Norwegian str., for Cnefoo, 

24, Korea, American str., for San Francisco. 
24, Loongsang. British str.. for Manila. 

24, Lousok, German str., for Bangkok. 

24, M. Struve, German atr., for Saigon. 

25, Clavering. British str., for Salina Crus. 
25, Confidensa, Italian str., for Kobe. 

25, Glenfulloch, British str., for Amoy. 

25, Hopsang, Britixh str., for singapore. - 
2), Kaisow, British str., for Nagusaki. 

25, Lydia, German str., for Chinkiang. 

25, Malta, British str., for Europe. 

25, Mathilde, German str., for Hoihow. 

25 Queen Eleacor, British str., for Sasebo. 
25, Rubi, British str., for Manila. 

25, Sagami, British str., for Shan ¢ hai. 

5, Simla, British str., for Shanghai. 

25, Trieste, Austrian str., for Shangh ai. 

25, Venus, American atr., for Mani 

26, Frithjof. Norwegian str.. fur Tamsui. 
26, Haitan, British str., for Coast Ports. 

26, Machew, German atr., for Swatow. 

26, Mandal, Norwegian str., for Kobe. 

26, Petchaburi, German str.. for Swatow. 
26, Progress, German str., for Chefoo. 

26, -‘Teenkai, British str., for Nagasaki. 

26, . olosan, German str., for Tsingtaa. 


Ports. 
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ee ees 
97, Amberton, British str., for Guam. 
97, Chiynen, Chinese str., for Shanghai. 
07, Heang, British str., for Shanghai. 
27, Hangsang, British str., for Chinkiang. 
27, Hongkong, French str., for Haiphong. 
27, Kansa, Britieh str., for Tientain. 
0”, Kwengeang, British str, for Canton. 
27, Oscar LI., Norwegian str., for Moji. 
27, St. Fillans, British str., for Manila. 
98, Foyle, British str., for Nagasaki. 
%28, Haimun, British etr., for Swatow. 
28, Loksang, British str., for Canton. 
96, P. E. Friedrich, Ger. str., for Shanghai. 
98 Resolut, Norwegian atr., for Sasebo. 
98, Taming, British s'r., for Manila. 
98, Themis, Norwegian str. for Kobe. 
98, Woosung, British atr., for Shanghai. 
29, Achilles, Britivh str., for London. 
99, Agamemnon, British str., for Shanghai. - 
29, Asoriey, British des.-ves., for Shanghai. 
29, Atholl, British str., for Shanghai. 
29, Bengloe, British str., for Kohsichang. 
99, Callao, U.8. gunboat, for Canton. 
99, Emprs.: f China, British atr.,for V'couver. 
99, Fausang, British str., for Swatow. 
99, Hailan, French str. for Hoihow. 
99, Humber, British storeship, for practice. 
29, Kumsang, British str., for Calcutta. 
29, Loongmoon, German str., for Canton. 
29, Malacea, British atr., for London. 
29, Needles, Britieh str., for Saigon. 
99, Ningpo, British atr., for Shanghai. 
99, P. R. Luitpold, German str., for Europe. 
29, Scandia, German str., for Hamburg. 
29, Sobralense, British str., for Kobe. 
99, Taiwan, British str., for Canton. 
99, Triumph, German str., for Coast Ports. 
30, Apenrade, German str., for Tameui. 
3 :, Ascot, British str., for Durban. 
30, Chowtai, German str.. for Bangkok. 
$0, General Alava, U.S. trspt., for Manila, 
30, Haiching, British str., for Coast Ports. 
30, Hanoi, french str., for Haipbong. 
30, Indra, British str., for Nagasaki. 
30, Kwangtab, Chivese str., for Canton. 
30, Macquarie, British str., for Kobe. 
80, Manuel Llaguno, Amr. sh., for Baltimore, 
30, M. Bacquehem, Austrian str.. for Trieste. 
30, Taintau, German str., for Straits. 
81, Ardova, British str., for Kntchinotzu. 
31. Chowtai, German str., for Bangkok. 
31, Haimnn, British str., for Swatow. 
81, Hohnatein, German str., for Moji. 
3], Hongwan I, British str., for Amoy. 
31, Hue, French str., for Kwangchauwan. 
31, Kowloon, German str., for Canton. 
31, Maria Rickmers, Ger. str., for Ravgoon. 
31, Pleiades, Amr. str., for Tacoms. 
31, Yuensang, British str., for Manila. 
April— 
1, B. Bjeanson, Norwegian str., for Tamsui. 
}, Chihli, British str., for Canton. 
1, Kvaven, Norwegian str., for Sasebo. 
1, 1 yeemoon, German str., for Shanghai. 
1, Mansang, British atr., for Kudat. 
1, Merionethshire, British str., for London. 
1} Pelens, British str.. for London. 
1, Segovia, German atr., for Shanghai. 
1, Sungkiang, Britisb str., for Manila. 
1, Telomachus, British str., for Saigon. 
1, Zafiro, British str., for Manila 
9, Amara, British str., for Shanghai. 
9, Auchenirden, British str., for K’chinotzu. 
9, (. Diederichsen, Ger. str., for Haiphong. 
2, J. Niederichsen, Ger. str., for Hoihow. 
2, Pera, British str. for Shanghai. 
2, Pronto, Norwegian str., for Ssigon. 
2 Szechuen, British str., for Ningpe. 


PASSENGER LIST. 
ARBIVED. 

Per Simla, for Hongkong from London, 
Messrs E. A. Geason, Phillips, Comdr. Glennie, 
Misses Lempriere and Mutter, Mr. Bone, Mrs. H. 
Fern and 4 children, Mr. Peacock, Mrs. Sqnare, 
Sergt. Walker, Mre. Marcb, Moesere. Beard, 
Longman, Waldron, Ross, Mr. and Mrs. Meyer, 
Miss Mabury, Mrs. Carson, Messrs. Johnstone, 
Charles Squire, Mrs. Bailey, Misses Robertson 
2); from arseilles, Messrs. Patimen, Bruca, 
i Pack Beresford, Mr. Howe, Capt. Adam- 
Allan, Hall, Sir H. Tichbourne, 
Mesars. A. Henery, B. Henery, Capt. and Mrs. 
Locock; from Brindisi, Miss Clark; from 
Gibraltar, Mrs. Chapman; from Port Said, 
Mr. and Mrs. Tatam, Messrs. 

Zimmerman; from Colombo, Mr., ; 
Misses Foster, Mra. James, Miss Diack, Mr. 


son, Me-srs. 
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Squire, Mr., Mrs. and Miss Soot, and Mrs. 
Battie; from Singapore, Mr. Beckett, Dr. 
Korfe, Messrs, Perpetus, Mendes, Bullard, 
Dominick, aud Dr. Henderson: for Shanghai 
from London, Miss Maddison. Rev, and Mrs. 
North and child, Miss Headley, Mr. and Mrs. 
Black and child, Miss Piercey, Mr. Currie, 
Misses L. and M. Currie, Messrs. Blowey, Kale, 
Peters, Turnbull, Mr. and Mrs. Bowra and 
child; from Marseilles, Miss Hopkins, Mossrs. 
Pilkiagton, Hynd, Seigler, and Shaw; from 
Brindisi, Mr. Bum; from Bombay, Mesers. B. 
8. Sethna, Mehta, and Dusteer; from Penang, 
Messrs. Branscombe, Causton, Banhof, Fraser, 
Bennett, Madame Hooton, Mre. Wilkinson, 
Masters Eagley, Travis, Ludlow, and Bates; 
from Singapore, Mr. Sherider: for Yokohama 
from London, Mr. Holmes; from Marseilles, 
Major Boger, Miss Robertson, Mrs. Yates, Mrs. 
Langmuir, and Mr Cartwright. 

Per opie, from San Francisco, Messrs. D. F. 
Beebe, M. Brunig, L. T. Blanding, Dr. and Mrs, 
E.G. Curry, Messrs J. A. Hamilton, A. B. 
Jones, O. H. Haddison, Mrs. EH. Miller, Miss 
Jennie Miller, Messrs. Gilbert Rude, 8. H. 
Shapiro; and Miss Jean Wright; from Kobe. 
Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Adams, Mrs. J. A. Fields, 
Mr. G. Gavin, and Rev. E. W. Thwing; from 
Shanghai, Messrs. P. Fischer, M. Hemann, O. 
Miokobass, Dr. R. H. Michels, and F. Weirich; 
steerage pas-engers, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
Mitcheil. Masters 8, and C. Mitchell, Misses L., 
I. and M. Mitchell, Mr. and Mrs. M. Ohta. 

Per Prinz Kitel Friedrich, for Hongkong 
from Bremen, Mrs. H. Schlaikier and chi d, Mr 
and Mrs. I. Schlueter and children; from 
Sou‘hampton, Mr. and Mrs. Maoleod, Mr. and 
Mrs. John Coyle and child, Mr. and Mrs. W. 
J. Tutcher, rg, Them. Hoskins and child, 
Mrs. J. Ross aud children, Messrs. F. C. Wil- 
ford, G. F. Haslam, A. Johnston, J. Moown, 
A. Anderson, Misses McCleod, A. and M. Hos- 
kins, Marion Gains, and Madge Bird; from 
Genoa, Hon. and Mrs. W. Chatham, Mr. and 
Mrs. W.H. Wallace, Mr. and Mrs. Karl Mueller, 
Mosere. G. L. Tomliv, V. Reyes, A. So mitz, 
E. Winkelmann, and Mrs. T. B Thomson; from 
Naples, Mr. C. H. Garland; from Suez, Rev. D. 
Brent and Mr. J. Knight, Jr. ; 
Miss Patterson, Mrs. Montefione, Hon. R, B. 
Watson, Mesars, Davidson, McMullen, Stocker, 
Lorillard, Murdock, A. Belmont, Mr aod Mrs. 
Marston; from Penang, Mr. N. Jennings; from 
Singupore, Dra, Hollinger and Jennich, Consul- 
General Volpicelli, Rev. M. dos Santos, Mesars. 
P. Schmelzer, H. W. Andrews, A. E. Goldstein, 
Emil Bauer, P. H, Moon, T, H. Paterson, L. 
Terkorski, Palmer, RB. Ramsey, Eck Chas. Bell, 
C. Takahashi, and Mrs. Johnstone. 

DEPARTED. 

Per Malta, from Hongkong for Singapore, 
T'aotai Hugh and Mr. E.8. Heurtley ; for Mar- 
geilles, Mr. Potterat; for Lonlon, Mr. J. L. 
Houston, Mrs. Donkin and child, Mr. F. Shep- 
perd, L.-Sergts. Davis, Wilden, Clemson, and 
Caygill, P.-Coustables Wiaten, Rattledge, 
and Culliford, and Mr. C. P. rowler: from 
Shanghai for Port Said Mr. E. L. Schorstein, 
Surg.-Col.and Mrs. Alexandroff, Capt.Pekarsky, 


| Drs. Kistiaroosky and Arnbold; for Marseilles, 


Misses Drew and Cousens, Mrs. E. Page and 
Miss Page, Messrs. 8. | . James avd D. Mikbay- 
loff ; for London, Misses C. Bonnell, Barchetf, 
and Spurling and 2 children, Messrs. James 
Henderson and Henry Cockburn, C.B., Mrs. 
Cockburn and child, Mrs. Groves and child, 
Mr. C. Crane, Mr. and Mrz. F. T. Pratt, Messrs. 
Congreve, Cc. R. Tozer, and Cronin: from 
Yokohama for London, Mr. and Mrs. T. 8. 
Béket 

Por Korea, from Hongkong for China and 
Japan, &o., Mrs. E. Jensen, Mrs. C. F. Stone, 
Mrs. V. DeNoie, Mrs. Simmons, Mrs. 8. T. 
Bird, Mrs. A. Curtis, Mrs. M, J. Nault, Mra. 
C. A. L. Yate, Miss A. Hoo, Miss Gande, Miss 
8. G. Robertsan, Capt. H. Bettleheim, Dr. A. 
T. Post, Messrs. .Lee Grassenbacker, Ellis 
Kadoorie Jas. Green, BE. T. MaoNamarr, 
L. Bridou Maj. A. Boger and John A. 
Holmes; for Ssn Francisco, &c., Der. sod 
Mrs. J. H Abendanon, Rev. and Mrs. 
Jacob Speicher, Prof. and Mra. H. 8. Graves, 
Mr. and Mra. C. Ilies, Mr. and Mrs, Carl 
Victor, Mr. and Mrs. H. W. Lee, Mr. and Mrs. 
GC. G. Maridge, Mr. and Mre. A. J. Francis, 
Mr. and Mrs. G. W. Hooper, Mr. and Mrs. A. 
8. Laflin, Lieut. Yates Stirling Jr., U.S.N., 
Mrs. Temple Potts, Mrs. M. N. Allen, Mrs. 


‘Miss I. G. Loper, 


from Colombo, ; 


” April 8, 1905.] 


E. Marston, Mrs. C. M. Tennant, Mrs. Grace 
L. Williams, Mra. Geo. M. Gray, Mra. M. 4. 
Myers, Mrs. Wm ‘Ted Helmath, Mra. Wright 
P. Edgerton, Miss N. David, Miss C. A. Olding, 
Miss C. M. Sullivan, Miss A. M. Mannering, 
Miss E. L. Mannering, Mies H. D. Mannering, 
Miss M. A. Livermore, Miss 
M. 8. Mugan, Mise Alice Jackson, Miss Gladys 
Edgerton, Messra, P. Witkowski, J. A. Smytb- 
Pigott, Adam Twine, W. L. Ascherson, «ke 
Dodge, John B. Lieburg, H. M. Gallagher, J. 
H. G. Wolf, Geo. Ade, C. V. Keat, F. A. Holl- 
abaugh, Geo. H. Myers, Edw. B. Cummings, J 
Oppenheim, F. T. Cook, Admiral Yates Stirl- 
ing U.S.N., Lt, W. B. S.xton U.S.N., Julius 
Aultman, Lemuel Clymer, Jas. H. Hopkins Jr., 
G. Thompson Lane, J. L. Randall, ownsend 
Churoh, K. Thompson, 
B. Derickson. 


Per Prinz Bitel Friedrich, for Shanghai, Mr. 
and Mrs. Sohroter, Miss Otte, Mr. aud Mrs. 
Dallas, Mr. and Mrs. Weger, Capt. Lorenzen, 
Messrs. F. Ellis and P. Fischer; for Nagasaki, 
Mr. M. Sung, Mra, Nommuir , Messrs. Saito 
aud Avyama, Mrs. Omatse, Messrs. Mias ‘ki and 
Sh. Neshigori; for Kobe, Mess:s. R. P. Mehta, 
8, Arjan, and Arimoto; for Yokohama, Mr. and 
Mrs. Courtland Paurfield, Lady Boyle, Mr. and 
Mrs. Massa, and Mr. and Mrs. Adair. 


Per Prinz Regent Luitpold, for Hamburg, 
&e., Mr. J. Anderson, Mr. and Mrs. Joha 
Anderson and obildren, Miss Aatasieff, Capt. 
Bais, Mr. Baehr, Mr. and Mrs. Birkey and 
obildren, Mr.and Mrs, Baumann, Messrs. Beach- 
board, A. A. van der Biesen, Dr. Born, Messrs. 
D. Brandt, Brawn, Mr. and Mrs. C. W. Brett, 
Mr, and Mrs. C. Bruderer and children, Mrs. 
Courtney and cb'ldren, Capt. Crickton, Miss 
Emma Grooks, Capt. J. Dannevig, Mr. and Mrs.. 
Beck Djebragdrow, Mrs. Dewar and children, 
Mrs. HC. Dinet and children, Capt. Dukin, 
Prof. Dr. Durck, Me-srs, R Elliot, Kngler, P. 
Eweld, Miss Emma Fink, Mr. A. D. Freemann, 
Miss Helen M. Freemann, Consul and Mra. Ph. 
Freudenberg, Mr. V. Gedde, Mr. and Mra. P. J. 
J. A. Geesinck and children, Mesers. Geith, 
A. van Ginkel, Mrs. ‘.loyer, Mr. and Mrs, A. 
Goldstein, Mr. C. J. Green, Mr. and Mrs. B. 
Grant and children, Mrs. Albt Greening, Mr. 
and Mrs. Noothoven van Goor and obildren, 
Mosers. A. Habig, Otto Haedicke, Mra A. G. 
Hamilton, Mr. Hanson, Capt. Alfred Ha-brouck, 
Mr. A. Henkol. Rev. Hinkey, Mr. Carl Hol- 
zapfel, Mr. and Mrs. Hopkins, Mr. and Mrs. 
Hewell and daughter, Mrs. L. B. Hug and 
cbildren, Mra, L. Hulme, Mr. and Mre, Wm. 
Hyslop, Messrs. Jahn (3) and Master Jahn, 
Mr, and Mrs. M. Jonstra and children. Messrs. 
R. Kappler, B. Katy, Mrs. Katz, Mr. and Mrs. 
van Kempen and children, Messrs C.D). Kerr, 
A. Klein, Kolff, Mr. and Mrs. Koop and children, 
Messrs. C. M. E. Kooreman, W. Kreher, Mr. 
and Mrs, P. |.assmaon, Mr, M. Lattermann, 
Miss Livingstone Learmouth, Master Gerald 
Lefroy, Mr. Lissersky, Mr. and Mrs. Lenz and 
children, Mr. A. 8. Lavy, Mr. avd Mrs. V. Y. 
Th. Liebentschutz, Messrs. D. J. Little, W. 
Loof, Miss M. Macintyr., Miss Mactavish, 
Messrs. Major, Mallichoff, Misses K. Martin 
(2), Mr. Th. Mathews, Mr. and Mrs May, 
Consul Ed. Michaelseo, Messrs. Wilhelm 
Michaelsen, Moons, G. L. Morgan, Mrs. Neis- 
vestnich, Mrs. I. Noelting Messrs E. Ono, 
Richd. Petvich, Major and Mrs Pritehard, Mr. 
A. Rassmussen, Mr, Mrs. and Miss Rees, Mr. 
Ritson, Mrs. Robioson, Mrs. B. Rosenbaum and 
child, Messrs. A. Schwarz, M. Segall, J. Setlen- 
bach, Mrs. Semeikina, Mr. Jamos Sinclair, Mr. 
and Mrs, Stelljes, Mr. C. J. L. Stewart, Mrs, 
Terrill and sila, Capt. and Mrs. A. Thomsen, 
Mr. Thernbill, Rev. and Mrs. E. Thompson and 
children, Messrs. ‘Ch. Treiber, J. J. Trasostt, 
S. Uyeda, Miss Clara Voelkel, Mr. EB. Volger, 
Mr. and Mrs. Wadman, Mr. and ‘rs. Wey- 
henke and ebild, Mr. D. Wiokelmann, tev. 
and Mrs. Leonh Wigham and children, Mr. and 
Mrs, Williams, peral Consul Dr. and Mra. 
Wilcox, Mr. J. Witchell, Misa E. Wi'chell, 
Miss Witchell, Master Witchell, Messrs. H. C. 
8. Wright, v.d. Wonde, R. Yamashita, Capt. 
Zimmermann and Miss Katherine Zimmermann. 
—_<_ _———————————————————= 
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